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alLowaaiQe for her youth, to b%ht every 
fiur prospect of a rational attachment*? 
to supersede every right? and to annihi* 
late all consideratbn, all humanity, but 
for hersdf?” 

** Ah no! — if you believe me ungrate* 
ftd for a partiahty that contotds with all 
diat appearances can offer again^ me, 
and all that circumstance can do to in- 
jure me; if you think me insensible to 
the honour I receive from it, you do yet. 
less justice to yourself than to me! dSut 
here. Sir, all ends!— We must utterly 
separate ; —you must not any where 
seek me;— I must avoid you every 
where! — ” 

She stopt. — The sudden diock which 
every feature of Harleigh exlu|^^ at 
these last words, evidently and tordbly 
aflSscted her; and the big tears, till now 
forced back, roiled unrestramed, and 
almost unconsdoudy, down her cheeks, 
as she sufiered hggself, for a moment, in 
dlence to look v him : she was then 
hastily retiring; but Haridgh, surprized 

wot.. II. c 
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•and revived by the sight of her^motion, 
exclaimed, ” 0 why this fatal sensibility, 
that captivates while it destroys? that 
gives fascination even to repulse?” He 
would have taken her hand; but, draw* 
ing back, and even shrinking from his 
touch, she emphatically cried, “ Re- 
member my engagement!— my solemn 
promise !” 

** Was it extorted ?” cried he, detain- 
ing her, or had it your heart’s appro- 
bation ?” 

“ From whatever mbtive it was ut- 
tered,” answered she, looking away from 
him, “ it has been pronounced, and must 
be adhered to religiously!” She then 
broke from him, and escaping by a door 
that^fl^ to the hall, sought refuge from 
any furtiier conflict by hastening to her 
chamber: not once, till she arrived there, 
recafiecting that her letter was left in his 
hands ; while the hundred pounds, which 
she meant to return t^ him, were still in 
her own. 



CHAPTER XXL 


pAINFULLY revolving a scene which 
had deeply affected her, Ellis, for some 
time, had remained uninterrupted, when, 
opening her door to a gentle tap, she was 
startled by the aght of Harleigh. The 
letter of Elinbr was in his hand, which he 
immediately presented to her, and bowing 
without speaking, without loolung at her, 
instantly disappeared. 

Ellis was so confounded, first by his 
unexpected sight, and next by his so 
speedily vanishing, that she lost the oppor* 
tunity of returning the bank-notes. For 
some minutes she gazed penidv^y down 
the stair-case; slowly, then, she shut her 
door, internally uttering “all is oVer;— 
he is gone, and will pursue, me no more.” 
Then casting up her eyes, which filled 
with tears, “ nay he,” she added, “ be 
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From this sadness she was a'ou|*g(j|;f by 
feeling, from the thickness of the picket, 
dut it must contain some additional paper ; 
eagerly opening it, she found the following 
letter: 

** I have acquainted Mrs. Maple that 
Miss Joddrel has determined upon living, 
for a while, alone, and that her manner 
of announcing that determination, in 
her letter to you, is so peremptory, as to 
make you deem it improper to be pro- 
duced. This, as a mark of personal re- 
spect, appeases her ; and, upon this subject, 
I believe you will be tormented no more. 
With regard to the unfortunate secret of 
Elinor, I can but wish it as safe in her 
own discretion, as it will remain ia yoUr 
honour? 

** For myself, 1 must now practise that 
hardest lesson to the stubborn mind of 
man, submission to undefined, and what 
appears to be unnecessary evil. I must 
fly from this spot, and Irait, where and 
as I can, the restoration of Elinor to pru- 
dence and to common life. I must trust 
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that the less she is opposed, the lest 
tenaciously she will cling to the imprao* 
ticable project, of ruling the mind and 
will of another, by letting loose her own. 
When she hears that I deny tnyself inha- 
biting the mansion which you inhabit, 
perhaps, relieved from the a]^rehen^on 
of being deceived by others, she may 
cease to deceive herself. She may then 
return to her friends, contented to 
exist by the general laws of established 
sodety ; which, though they may be 
ameliorated, changed, or reformed, by ex- 
perience, wisely reflecting upon the past; 
by observation, keenly marking the present ; 
or by genius, creatively anticipating the 
future, can never be wholly reversed, 
without risking a rebound tjiat simply 
restores them to their original concfition. 

« I depart, therefore, without one more 
eflfon to see you. I yield to the strange 
destiny that makes me adore in the dark ; 
yet that blaztms to my view and know- 
ledge the rareti excellencies, the mos t 
resistless attractions: but to remain in 
c 3 
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•the same house, yet scarcely ever to be- 
hold you ; or, in seeing you but for a 
moment, to awaken a sensibility that 
electrifies every hope, only to inflict, with 
the greater severity, the shock that strikes 
me back to mystery and despondence 
— no, I will be gone ! Her *whora I 
Cannot soften, 1 will at least forbear to 
|j)ersecute. 

“ In this retreat, my only consolation 
for your happiness is in the friendship, 
so honourable for both, that you have 
formed with Lady Aurora Granville } my 
only reliance for your safety, is in the 
interest of Mrs. Maple to detaiii you under 
her roof, for the improvement of Selina j 
and my only hope for myself, is, that 
when Elinor becomes reasonable, you will 
no longer let her exclusively occupy your 
humanity or your feeling. 

“ Albert Harleigh.” 

•fhe tone of remonstrance, if not of 
|Ne!|»roach, which was blended with the 
Mrious attachment marked by -Harleigh 
jp. this letter, deeply touched Ellis j who 
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was anxiously re>perusing it, when slie 
received information, through' Selina, 
that Mr. Harleigh had set out for Lon< 
don ; whence he meant to proceed to 
Bath, or, perhaps, to make the western 
tour. 

The ea];pestness of Ireton that Selina 
should take some lessons upon the harp, 
joined to the equal earnestness of Mrs. 
Maple, to elude the expensive professor 
at Brighthelmstonc, confirmed the new 
orders that Selina should begin a course 
of instruction with Ellis. The mistress 
and the scholar were mutually well dis> 
posed, and Ellis was endeavouring to 
give her pupil some idea of a beautiful 
Sonata, when Miss Arbe, entering the 
house upon a morning visit, and catching 
the sound of a harp from the* dnessing* 
room of Selina, so touched as Selina, she 
knew, could not touch it, ninthly ran up 
stairs. Happy, then, to have surprized 
Miss Ellis at the instrument, she would 
take no denial to hearing her play. 

The elegance and feeling of" her per- 
c 4 
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formance, engaged, alike, the ready envy, 
and the unturilling admiration of Miss 
Arbe; who, a self-conceived paragon in 
all the fine arts, thought superior merit 
in a dilettante a species of personal affront. 
She had already felt as an injury to her 
theatrical fame, the praise u{hich had 
reached her ears of Ellis as Lady Townly ; 
and a new rivalry seemed now to menace 
her supremacy as chief of lady performers : 
but when she gathered, through Selina, 
who knew not even of the existence of such 
an art as that of holding the tongue, that 
they were now practising together, her 
supercilious air was changed into one of 
rapture, and she was seized with a strong 
desire to profit, also, from such striking 
talents. A profusion of compliments and 
civilities, ended, therefore, in an earnest 
invitation to cultivate so charming an ac- 
quaintance. 

Maple, while this was passing, 
l^ame uneasily into the room, meaning 
to make a «gn to Ellis to glide away un- 
. noticed. But when she found that .Ellis 
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was become the principal object with the 
fastidious Miss Arbe, and heard this wish- 
of intimacy, she was utterly confounded 
that another person of consequence should 
countenance, and through her means, 
this itinerant Incognita. Tet to obviate 
the misclnef by an avowal amilar- to 
that which she had been forced to make 
to Mrs. Howel, she thought an insup* 
ponable degradation : and Miss Arbe, 
with the politest declarations that she 
should call agtun the next day, purposely 
to entitle herself to a visit in return from 
Miss Ellis, was already gone, before Mrs. 
Maple had sufficiently recovered from her 
confusion, to devise any impediment to the 
proposal. 

All then that occurred to her, was her 
usually violent, but short measure, of 
sending Ellis suddenly from the house, 
and excusing her disappearance, by as- 
serting that her own friends had sum- 
moned her away: for Mrs. Maple, like 
at least half the world, though delicate 
with respect to her character for truth in 
« 5 
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public, had palliations always ready for any 
■ preach of it, in favour of convenience, in 
private. 

Ellis attempted not any opposition. 
The sufferings annexed to an asylum 
thus perpetually embittered by reproach 
and suspicion, had long made her Ian* 
guish to change it for almost any other ; 
and her whole thoughts turned once 
more upon a journey to London, and 
an interview with Lady Aurora Gran- 
ville. 

•Selina warmly protested that this se- 
paration should only augment her at- 
tachment to her favourite ; by whose 
side she stayed, prattling, weeping, or 
practising the harp, till she was called 
away to Mrs. Maple ; from whom, how- 
ever, she soon returned, relating, with 
uplifted hands, that all below was again 
in .the utmost confusion, through a 
letter, just arrived, from Mrs. Howel, 
stating the following particulars. That 
upon her communicating to Lord Den- 
mcath the strange transaction, in which 
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she must for ever blush to have beeO) 
howtver innocently, involved, his lord- 
ship, very properly, had forbidden Lady 
Aurora to keep any sort of correspond- 
ence with so palpable an adventurer. 
But the excess of grief produced by 
this prohibition, had astonished and con- 
cerned both his lordship and herself : 
and their joint alarm had been cruelly 
augmented, by a letter from Mrs. 
Greaves, the housekeeper, with intelli- 
gence that Lord Melbury had been shut 
up nearly two hours with this suspicious 
young woman, on the day that Mrs. 
Howel had quitted Brighthelmstone ; dur- 
ing which time, his lordship had suffered no 
one to come into the room, though she, 
Greaves, in accidentally passing by one 
of the windows, saw his lordship demean 
himself so far as to be speaking to her 
upon his knees. Lord Denmeath, treat- 
ing this account as an impertinent piece 
of scandal, requested to have it shewn 
to his nephew ; but how ' unspeakable ' 
was their consternation when Lord . 
c 6 
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Melbury undauntedly avowed, that the 
charge was true ; and added, that he was 
glad of the opportunity thus afforded 
him, to declare that Miss Ellis was the 
most virtuous and dignified, as well as 
the most beautiful and timiable of her 
sex: she had rejected, he said, a suit 
vdiich he should always take ^ame to 
himself for having made ; and. rejected 
it in a manner so impresave of real 
purity, that he should for ever hold it his 
duty to do her honour by every means 
in his power. The wratji expressed by 
Lord Denmeath, and the tears shed by 
Lady • Aurora, during this scene, were 
dreadful. Lord Denmeath saw that there 
^na no time to be lost in guarding 
against t^ie most imminent danger : he 
4erire3, therefore, that the young woman* 
n^ht be induced, if possible, to quit 
die country without delay ; and his Imd- 
dlip' was willing not only to pay fof 
hmr voyage back, but to give security 
diat she should receive a very consider* 
able sum of money, the instant that he 
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should be assured of her safe landing 
upon the continent. Mrs. Howel begged 
that Mrs. Maple would endeavour to 
bring this plan to bear; and, at all 
events, not lose sight of the young person, 
till she should be, some how or other, 
secured from Lord Melbury. The rest 
of the letter contained injunctions, that 
*Mrs. Maple would not let this disgrace- 
ful affair transpire in the neighbour- 
hood ; with sundry scornful admonitions, 
that ^e would herself be more guarded, 
in future, whom she recommended to her 
friends. 

Mrs. Maple, now, peremptorily sent 
word to Ellis, that she must immediately 
make up her mind to leaving the kingdom. 
But Ellis, without hesitation, • ai^wered 
that she had no such design. Commands 
and menaces, though amply employed, 
w«e fruitless to obtain any change in her 
resolution. She was, therefore, positively 
ordered to seek for charity in some other 
house. 

% ^ 

Ellis, no longer wishing to stay, occu- 
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pled her mind almost exclusively with 
the thoughts of her young friends. The 
tender attachment shewn to her by Lady 
Aurora, and the honourable testimony 
borne her by Lord Melbury, cheered 
her spirits, and warmed her heart, with 
a trust in their regard, that, defying the 
inflexibility of Mrs. Howel, the authority 
of Lord Denmcath, and the violence of 
Mrs. Maple, filled her with soft, consola- 
tory ideas, that sweetened her night’s rest, 
even in her uncertainty where she should 
find, or where seek repose on the niglit 
that would follow. 

But this brighter side of her prospects, 
which soothed her on its first view, lost 
its gay colouring upon farther examina- 
tion: ^that Lady Aurora should be for- 
bidden to see, forbidden to write to her, ' 
was shocking to her feelings, and blight- 
ing to her happiness: and even though 
the tender nature, and strong partiality, 
of that youthful friend, might privately 
yield to the pleadings of an oppressed 
and chosen favourite, Ellis, while glow- 
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mg with the hope that the interest which 
she had excited would be lastingly che-; 
rished, revolted from every plan that was 
clandestine. 

Mrs. Maple, who, in common with all 
those whose tempers are violent in the 
same proportion that their judgment is 
feeble, had issued forth her mandates, 
without examining whether they could be 
obeyed ; and had uttered her threats, with- 
out considering whether she could put them 
into execution; no sooner learnt, from 
Selina, that Ellis was tranquilly preparing 
to depart, than she repented the step which 
she had taken, and passed the night in sug- 
gesting how it might be retrieved, to spare 
herself the discredit, in the neighbourhood, 
of a breach with Mrs. Howel. 

* f 

* The next morning, therefore, the wil- 
ling Selina was instructed to hasten to 
Ellis, with a message from Mrs. Maple, 
graciously permitting one more lesson upon 
the harp. 

Destitute as Ellis felt, she would have 
resisted such a mockery of benevolence. 
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but from gratitude at the pleasure which it 
' procured to Selina. 

Again, according to her pronuse, ar- 
rived Miss Arbe, and again hearing the 
sound of the harp, tript lightly up stairs 
to the dressing-room of Selina ; where she 
paid her compliments immediately to Ellis, 
whom she courteously solicited to take an 
airing with her to Brighthelmstone, and 
thence to accompany her home for the 
day. 

Anxious to strengthen her weak re- 
sources, by forming some new connection, 
Ellis was listening to this proposal, when 
a footman brought her a letter. 

Concluding that it came from abroad, 

she received it with strong emotion, and 

evident alarm: but no sooner had she 
♦ ' 

looked at the direction, than the brightest 
bloom glowed upon her cheeks, her 
eyes vr&ee suffused with tears of plea- 
sure, and she pressed, involuntarily, to 
her heart, the writing of Lady Aurora 
Granville. 

little coronet seal, with the cy- 
*5 
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pher A.G.y had been observed not alone by 
MissArbe, but by Mrs. Maple, who, curi- 
ously, had followed the footman into the 
room. 

Miss Arbe, now, renewed her invitation 
with redoubled earnestness; and Mrs. Ma- 
ple felt almost insane, from excess of 
wrath and embarrassment, when, suddenly, 
and most unexpectedly, Ellis accepted the 
offer ; gratefully embracing Selina, and 
taking of herself a grave, but respectful 
leave. 

From the window Mrs. Maple, then, saw 
this unknown Wanderer enter the carriage 
first. 

For some time, she remained almost 
stupified by so unlooked for an event ; and 
she could only quiet her conscience, for 
having been accessary, though so unmten- 
tionally, to procuring this favour and popu- 
larity for such an adventurer, by devoutly 
resolving, that no entreaties, and no 
representation, should ever in future, dupe 
her out of her own good sense, into 
other people’s fantastical conceits of 
charity. . 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

JT was not the design of Ellis to Mum 

any more to Lewes. The gross treat- 
ment which she had experienced, and 
the daily menace of being dismissed, 
were become utterly insupportable ; and 
she determined, in a letter from Bright- 
helmstone, to take a final leave of Mrs. 
Maple. 

From the high influence of Miss Arbe 
in what is called the polite world, she 
hoped that to engage her favour, would 
almost secure prosperity to her favourite 
wish and plan, of exchanging her helpless 
dependancy, for an honourable, however 
fatiguing, exertion of the talents and 
acquirements with which she had been 
endowed by her education ; though nothing 
short of the courage of distress could 
have stimulated her to such an attempt. 
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As soon, therefore, as Miss Arbe re- 
newed Iier eager invitations, EHis expres- 
sively said, ** Are you sure. Madam, that 
you will not repent your goodness, when 
you know that I want, as well as that 1 
value it ?” 

A carriage, which they just then met, 
stopt the' chaise, and the voice of Miss 
Bydel called out a lamentation, that she 
was obliged to go home, because her 
brother wanted the Ooach j though she 
bad earnest business at Brighthelmstone, 
whither she entreated Miss Arbe to convey 
her. Miss Arbe seemed much chagrined, 
both by the interruption and the in- 
trusion, yet was so obviously going that 
way, that she knew not how to form 
an excuse; and Miss Bydel entered the 
chaise. 

Extremely pleased by the sight of Ellis, 
“ What,” she cried, “ my sister actress ? 
Why this is what I did not expect in- 
deed ! 1 was told you would go no 
where. Miss Ellis, but to Lady Aurora 
Granville, and the Honourable Mrs. 
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Howel. Pray is it true? I should not 
ask if it were a secret^ for I know nobody 
likes one’s being curious ; but as all the 
servants must know it, it’s not a thing to 
be kept long in the dark. And I am told, 
too, since it’s being found out that you are 
a young lady of feshion, that it’s the high 
talk that you’ve made a conquest of Lord 
Melbury } and I can’t but say but I should 
like to know if that’s a report that has got 
any foundation. Pray will you be so kind 
as to tell me.” 

Ellis assured her that it had not the 
least. 

“ Well, how people do like to make 
strange stories ! One piece of information, 
however, 1 should be really glad if you 
would give me ; and that is, whether you 
are 'come over to settle here, or only upon 
a vi^t to Mrs. Maple ? And whether she 
has the care of your fortune, as a sort of 
guardian ; or whether it is all in your own 
iHmds?” 

Ellis, disturbed by these most unsea* 
sonable questions, answered, in a de* 
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jected tone, that she was not happy 
enough to be able, at this moment, to 
give any circumstantial account of 
herself. 

Miss Arbe, who only imperfectly 
understood the speech which had been 
made as the chaise was stopt, Ian* 
guished to hear it explained. Privately, 
therefore, by arch winks, and encouraging 
taps, she urged on the broad questions 
of Miss Bydel ; though she was too 
expert an adept in the rules, at least, 
of good breeding, not to hold back her> 
self from such interrogatories, as might 
level her elevated lame with that of 
the gross and homely Miss Bydel ; who 
to sordid friends owed a large f(^- 
tune, left her late in life ; but neither 
education nor manners, that might have 
Uught her that its most hateful pri' 
vilege is that of authorising unfeeling 
liberties. 

They had arrived, nevertheless, within 
half a mile of Brighthelmstone, belbre 
any thing really explanatory had passed*: 
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£Uis, then, alarmed with I'eflecting that, 
if again dragged to Lewes, she iQust 
again have to quit it, with scarcely a chance 
of such another opportunity for endea- 
vouring to bring forward her project, con- 
quered her reluctance to openmg upon 
her distress, and said, You little suspect, 
Miss Arbe, how deep an obligation I owe 
to your Idndness, in carrying me to-day to 
Brighthelmstone !’* 

“ How so, Miss Ellis ? How sp, my 
dear?” cried Miss Bydel, before Miss 
Arbe could answer. 

** My situation,” she continued, “ which 
seems so pleasant, is perhaps amongst 
the most prinful that can be imagined. 
) feel myself, though in my native coun- 
try, like a helpless foreigner ; imknown, 
unprotected, and depending solely upon 
the benevolence of those by whom, acci- 
dentally, I am seen, for kindness, — qr 
evfip for support ! — ” 

The amazonent of the two ladies, at 
this declaradon, was equally great, 
though Miss Arbe, who never ^ipke and] 
*4 
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never acted, but through the medium of 
what she believed the world would most 
approve to hear her say, or to see her do, 
had no chance of manifesting her surprize 
as promptly as Miss Bydel ; who made 
her own judgment the sole arbitrator of 
her speech and conduct, and who imme- 
diately called out, ** Well, nobody shall 
tver try to persuade me I am in the wrong 
again! 1 said, the whole time, there was 
certainly something quite out of the com- 
mon way in this young person. And it*s 
plain 1 was right. For how, I said, can it 
be, that, first of all, a young person is 
brought out as nothing, and then is turned 
into a fine lady ; when, all the time, nobody 
knows any thing about her ? But pray tell 
me this one thing, child ; what was the 
first motive of your going over the seas ? 
And what might be the reason of your 
coming back again in such an unto- 
wardly sort of manner ? without any money, 
or any one to be accountable for your 
character ?” 

Ellis made no <mswer. The obliga- 
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tions, however heavy of endurance, which 
led her to bear similar, and still more 
offensive examinations from Mrs. 
existed not here ; and the compulsion of 
debts of that nature, could alone strengthen 
the patience, or harden the feelings of a 
generous spirit, to sustain so rude and un- 
feeling an inquisition. 

Miss Arbe, though anxious to under- 
stand, before she uttered even a word, 
what sort of footing, independently of 
Mrs. Maple, this young person was upon 
in the world, failed not to remark, in her 
silence, a courage that unavoidably spoke in 
her favour. 

Ellis saw, but too plainly, how Iktle 
die had to expect from spontaneous pity, 
<»* liberality ; and hesitated whether to 
plead more humbly, or to relinquish at once 
her plan. 

“ You are still, then,** resumed Miss 
Bydel, at your secret-keeping, 1 find, 
that we were told so much about' at the 
beginning, before the discovery of your 
being?^ a lady of fiimily and fasbibn ; 
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CHAPTER XX. 

] 7 UJS hastened to the house j but 
her weeping eyes, and disordered 
state of mind;" unfittecJ^her for ‘-an 1111^ 
mediate encounter witli Elinor, and 
she went straight to her own chamber; 
where, in severe meditation upon * her 
position, her duties, and her calls for 
exertion, she “ communed with her own 
heart.” Although unable, while in- 
volved in uncertainties, to arrange any 
regular plan of general conduct, con- 
science, that unerring guide, where con- 
TOL. 11. B 
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suited with sincerity, pointed out to her, 
that, after what had passed, the first step 
demanded by honour, was to quit the 
house, the spot, and the connexions, in 
which she was liable to keep alive any in- 
tercourse with Harleigh. What strikes 
me to be right, she internally cried, I must 
do; I may then have some chance for 
peace, .... however little for happiness ! 

Her troubled spirits thus appeased, she 
descended to inform Elinor of the result 
of her commission. She had received, 
indeed, no direct message; but Harleigh 
meant to desire a conference, and that 
desire would quiet, she hoped, and oc- 
cupy the ideas o^Elinor, So as to divert 
her from any minute investigation into 
the circu'mstances by which it had been 
precdQed. 

The door of the dressing-room was 
locked, and she tapped at it for admis- 
ion in vain ; she concluded that Elinor 
W91B in her bed-chamber, to which there 
^as DO separate entrance, and tapped 
louder, that she might be heard; but 

I 



without any better success. one re- 
mained, most uneasily, in the landing* 
place, till the approaching foot-step of 
Harlcigh forced her way. 

Upon re-entering her own chamber, 
and taking up her needle-work, she 
found a letter in its folds. 

The direction was merely To Ellis. 
This assured her that it was from Elinor, 
and she broke the seal, and read the fol- 
lowing lines : * 

** All that now remains for the ill-starred 
Elinor, is to fly the whole odious human 
race. What can it offer to me but dis- 
gust and aversion ? Despoiled of the only 
scheme in which I ever gloried, that of 
sacrificing in death, to the man whom 1 
adore, the existence I vainly wished to 
devote to him in lifej — despoiled of 
this — By whom despoiled ? ■— by you ! 
Ellis, — by you ! — Yet — Oh incompre- 
hensible! — You, refuse Albert Har- 
leighl — fJever, never could I have be- 
lieved in so senseless an apathy, but for 
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the changed countenance which shewed 
the belief in it of Harlcigh. 

“ If your rejection, Ellis, is that you 
may marry Lord Mclbury, which alone 
makes its truth probable — you have 
done what is natural and pardonable, 
though heartless and mercenary ; and 
you will offer me an opportunity to see 
how Harlcigh — Albert Harleigh, will 
conduct himself when — like me ! — he 
lives without hope. 

“ If, on the contrary, you have uttered 
that rejection, from the weak folly of 
dreading to witness a sudden and a 
noble end, to a fragile being, sighing for 
extinction, — on your own head fall 
your perjury and its consequences! 

1^0 thence immediately. No matter 
whither. 

“ Should I be pursued, I am aware I 
may soon be traced ; but to what pur- 
pose? I am independent alike in person, 
fortune, and mind ; I cannot be brought 
back by force, and I will not be moved 
by idle persuasion, or hacknied remon- 



strance. No ! blasted in all my worldly 
views, I will submit to worldly slavery- 
no longer. My aunt, therefore, will do 
well not to demand one whom she can- 
not claim. 

“ Tell her this. 

“ Harlcigh 

“ But no, — Harlcigh will not follow 
me ! Jle would deem himself bound to 
me ever after, by all that men hold 
honourable amongst one pother, if, 
through any voluntary measure of his 
own, the shadow of a censure could be 
cast upon Elinor. 

“ O, perfect Harlcigh ! I will not involve 
your generous delicacy— for not yours, 
not even yours would I be, by the foul 
constraint of worldly etiquette! I should 
disdain to owe your smallest care for me 
to any menace, or to any meanness. 

** I.et him, not, therefore, Ellis, follow 
me; and I here pledge myself to pre- 
serve my miserable existence, till I see 
him again, in defiance of every tempta- 
tion to disburthen myself of its loathsome 
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weight. By the love 1 bear to him 1 
]pjcdge myself! 

“ Tell him this. 

“ Elinor Joddrel.” 

Ellis read this letter in speechless 
coriSternation. To be the confident of 
so extraordinary a flight, seemed danger 
to her safety, while it was horrour to her 
mind. 

The two* commissions with which, so 
inconsiderately, she was charged, how 
could she execute? To seek Harleigh 
again, she thought utterly wrong ; and 
how deliver any message to Mrs. 
Maple, without appearing to be an ac- 
complice in the elopement? She could 
only proVjjp her innocence by showing the 
letter itself, which, in clearing her from 
that charge, left one equally heavy to fall 
upon her, of an apparently premeditated 
design to engage, or, as the world might 
■deem it, inveigle, the young Lord Mel- 
bury into marriage. It was evident that 
upon that idea alone, rested the be- 
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lief of Elinor in a faithful adhei^nce to 
the promised rejection ; and that th.e’ 
letter which she had addressed to Ellis, 
was but meant as a memorandum of ter- 
rour for its observance. 

Not long afterwards, Selina came eager* 
ly to relate, that the dinner-bell having 
been rung, and the fan'ily being assem* 
bled, and the butler having repeatedly 
tapt at the door of sister Elinor, to 
hurry her ; Mrs. Maple, not alarmed, be* 
cause accustomed to her inexactitude, had 
jnade every body dine ; after which, Tom- 
linson was sent to ask whether sister Elinor 
chose to come down to the dessert j but 
he brought word that he could not make 
either her or Mrs. Golding speak, Selina 
was then desired to enquire ^le reason 
of such strange taciturnity ; but could 
not obtain any answer. 

Mrs. Maple, saying that there was no 
end to her vagaries, then returned to the 
drawing-room ; concluding, from former 
similar instances, that, dark, late, and 
eold as it was, Elinor had walked out 
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with her maid, at the very hour of dinner. 
But Mr. Harleigh, who looked extremely 
uneasy, requested Selina to see if her 
sister were not with Miss Ellis. 

To this Ellis, by being found alone, was 
spared any reply j and Selina skipt down 
Stairs to coffee. 

How to avoid, or how to sustain the 
examination which she expected to ensue, 
occupied the disturbed mind of Ellis, till 
Selina, in about two hours, returned, ex- 
claiming, “ Sister Elinor grows odder and 
odder! do you know she is gone out in 
the chariot ? She ordered it herself, with- 
out saying a word to aunt, and got in, 
with Golding, close to the stables ! Tom- 
linson has just owned it to Mr. Harleigh, 
who was grown quite frightened at her not 
coming home, now it’s so pitch dark. 
Tomlinson says she went into the hall her- 
self, and made him contrive it all. But we 
are no wiser still as to where she is j^ .iie.” 

The distress of Ellis w ' a co urse to 
take, increased ev^ry rr iniC.if as if grew 
later, and the family became more seri- 
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ously alarmed. Her consciousness that 
there was no chance of the return of 
Elinor^ made her feel as if culpable in not 
putting an end to fruitless expectation ; 
yet how produce a letter of which every 
word demanded secresy, when all avowal 
would be useless, since Elinor could not 
be forced back ? 

No one ascended again to her cham> 
ber till ten o’clock at night : the confa- 
aon in the house was then redoubled, 
and a footman came hastily up stairs to 
summon her to Mrs. Maple. 

She descended with terrour, and found 
Mrs. Maple in the parlour, with Harleigh, 
Ireton and Mrs. Fenn. 

In a voice of the sharpest reprimand, 
Mrs. Maple began to interrogate her; 
while Harleigh, who could not endifre to 
witness a haughty rudeness which he did 
not dare combat, taking the arm of Ireton, 
whom he could still less bear to leave a 
spectator to a scene of humiliation to 
Ellis, quitted the room. 

Vain, however, was either enquiry or 
menace; and Mrs. Maple, when she 
B 5 
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found that she could not obtain any in- 
formation, though she had heard, from 
Mrs. Fenn that Ellis had passed the morn- 
ing with her niece, declared that she would 
no longer keep so dangerous a pauper 
in the house ; and ordered her to be gone 
with the first appearance of light. 

Ellis, courtesying in silence, retired. 

In re-passing through the hall, she met 
Harleigh and Ireton ; the former only 
bowed to her, impeded by his com- 
panion from speal^g; but Ireton, stop- 
ping her, said, O ! I have caught 
you at last ! 1 thought, on my faith, I 

was always to seek you where you were 
never to be found. If I had not wanted 
to do what was right, and proper, and all 
that, I should have met with you a hun- 
dred 'times; for I never desired to do 
something that 1 might just as well let 
alone, but opportunity offered itself 
directly.” 

Ellis tried to pass him, and he became 
more serious, “ it’s an age that I have 
wanted to see you, and to tell you how 
prodigiously ashamed 1 am of all that 
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business. I don*t know how the devil it 
was, but I went on, tumbling from blunder- 
to blunder, till I got into such a bog, that 
I could neither stand still, nor make mj 
way out : — ” 

Ellis, gratified that he would offer any 
sort of apology, and by no means wish- 
ing that he would make it more explicit, 
readily assured him, that she would think 
no more upon the subject ; and hurried 
to her chamber : while Harleigh, who 
stood aloof, thought h^bserved as much 
of dignity as of gootT humour, in her 
flying any further explanation. 

But Mrs. Maple, who only meant, by 
her threat, to intimidate Ellis into a con- 
fession of what she knew of the absence, 
and of the purposes of Elinor, -was so 
much enraged by her calmness,* th«t she 
told Mrs. Fenn to follow her with pod- 
tive orders, that, unless she would ot^' 
the truth, she should quit the house imme- 
diately, though it were in the dead of the 
night. 

Violence so inhuman rather- inspired 
than destroyed fortitude in Ellis, who 
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quietly answered, that she would seek 
• an asylum, till day-light, at the neigh- 
bouring farmer’s. 

Selina followed, and, embracing her, 
with many tears, vowed eternal friend- 
ship to her; and asked whether she did 
not think that Lady Aurora would be 
equally constant. 

“ I must hope so !” she answered, righ- 
ing, for what else have I to hope ?” 

She now made her preparations; yet 
decided not to d^art, unless again com> 
manded ; hoping^that this gust of pas- 
uon would pass away, and that she might 
remain till the morning. 

While awaiting, with much inquie- 
tude, some new order, Selina, to her 
great surprize, came jumping into the 
room,! to' assure her that all was well, and 
more than well; for that her aunt not 
(mly ceased to desire to send her away 
directly, but had changed her whole 
plan, j<nd was foremost now in wishing 
her to stay. 

EUis, begging for aa mcplanation, then 
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heard, that Ireton had told Mrs. Maple, 
that there was just arrived at Brighton 
M. Vinstreigle, a celebrated professor who 
taught the harp ; and of whom he should 
be charmed that Selina should take some 
lessons. 

Mrs. Maple answered, that it would 
be the height of extravagance, to send 
for a man of whom they knew nothing, 
when they had so fine a performer under 
thdr own roof. Ireton replied, that he 
should have mention^ that from the 
first, but for the objfttions which then 
seemed to be in the way of trusting Miss 
Ellis with such a charge: but when he 
again named the professor, Mrs. Maple 
hastily commissioned Selina to acquaint 
Ellis, that to-morrow morning they were 
to be^ a regular course of h^ssqns to- 
gether upon the harp. 

Though relieved, by being spared 
the danger and disgrace of a noctur- 
nal expulsion, Ellis shrunk . from the 
project of renuuning longer in a house 
in which Harleigh was adnutted at plea* 
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curej and over which Elinor might keep 
. a constant watch. It was consolatory, 
nevertheless, to her feelings, that Ireton, 
hitherto her defamer, should acquiesce in 
this offer, which, at least, not to disoblige 
Mrs. Maple, she would accept for the 
moment. To give lessons, also, to a 
young lady of ffishion, might make her 
own chosen scheme, of becoming a gover- 
ness in some respectable family, more 
practicable. 

About midnight, a horseman, whom 
Mrs. Maple had sent with enquiries to 
Brighthelmstone, returned, and informed 
her, that he could there gather no tidings ; 
but that he had met with a friend of his 
own, who had told him that he had seen 
Miss Joddrel, in Mrs. Maple’s carriage, 
upon t^e Portsmouth road. 

Mrs. Maple, now, seeing all chance o£ 
her return, for the night, at an end, said, 
that if her niece had freaks of this in- 
considflSate and indecorous sort, 
wonkl not have the family disordered, 
hy wakii^ for her any longer ; and, 
wishing the two gentlemen good night. 
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gave directions that all the servants should 
go to bed. 

The next morning, during break- 
fast, the groom returned with the empty 
carriage. Miss Joddrel, he said, had 
made him drive her and Mrs. Golding 
to an inn, about ten miles from Lewes, 
where she suddenly told him that she 

should pass the night; and bid him be 
ready for returning at eight o'clock 

the next morning. He obeyed her 
orders; but, the next morning, heard, 
that she had gone oh, over night, in 
a hired chaise, towards Portsmouth ; 
charging no one to let him know it. 
Thb was all the account that he was 
able to give; except that, when he had 
asked whether his mistress would not 

be angry at his staying out U1 «nighr. 
Miss Joddrel had answered, ** O, Ellis 
will let her know that she must not 
expect me back." 

Selina, who related this, was told to 
fetch Ellis instantly. 

Ellis descended Midi the sevenast pait^ 



i i6. ) 

from the cruel want of reflection in 
Elinor, which exposed her to an exa> 
mination that, though she felt herself 
bound to evade, it must seem inexcuse- 
able not to satisfy. 

Mrs. Maple and the two gentlemen 
were at the breakfast-table. Harleigh 
would not even try to command himself 
to sit still, when he found that Ellis was 
forced to stand : and even Ireton, 
though he did not move, kept not his 
place from any intentional disrespect ; 
for he would have thought himself 
completely old-fashioned, had he put 
himself out of his way, though for a 
person of the highest distinction. 

HoW comes it. Mistress Ellis,” said 
Mrs. Maple, ** that you had a message 
for mi<i l&st night, from my niece, and 
that you never delivered it ?” 

Ellis, confounded, tried vainly to offer 
some i^ology. 

M». Maple rose still more peremp- 
torily in her demands, mingling the 
haughtiest menaces with the most im- 

3 



( *7 ) 

perious interrogations j attacking her as 
an accomplice in the clandestine scheme 
of Elinor; and accusing her of favouring 
disobedience and disorder, for some sinister 
purposes' of her own. 

Ireton scrupled not to speak in her 
favour ; and Selina eagerly tchoed all 
that he advanced : but, Harleigh, though 
trembling with indignant impatience to 
defend her, feared, in the present state 
of things, that to become her advocate 
might rather injure than support her ; and 
constrained himself to be silent. 

A succession of categorical enquiries, 
forced, at length, an avowal from Ellis, 
that her commission had been given to 
her in a letter. Mrs. Maple, then, in the 
most authoritative manner, insisted upon 
reading it immediately. 

Against the justice of this desire there 
was no appeal ; yet how comply with it ? 
The secret of Harleigh, with regard to 
herself, was included in that of Elinor; 
and honour and delicacy exacted the 
most rigid silence from her for both. 
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Yet the difficulty of the refusal increased, 
from the increased urgency, even to fury, 
of Mrs. Maple ; till, shamed and persecuted 
beyond all power of re^stance, she resolved 
upon committing the letter to the hands of 
Harleigh himself ; who, to an interest like 
her own in its concealment, superadded 
courage and consequence for sustaining the 
refusal. 

This, inevitably, must break into her 
design of avoiding him ; bnt, hurried and 
harassed, she could devise no other ex- 
pedient, to escape from an appearance of 
orter culpability to the whole house. When 
again, therefore, Mrs. Maple repeated, 
** Will you please to let me see my niece’s 
letter, or not?” She answered that there 
was a ps^ssage in it upon which Miss Joddrd 
had desired that Mr. Harleigh might bo 
consulted. 

It would be difficult to say, whether 
this reference caused greater surprize to 
Mrs. Maple or to Harleigh; but the 
feelings which accompanied it were as 
dissimilar as their characters; Mrs. Maple 
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was highly offended, that there should 
be any competition, between herself and 
any other, relative to a communication 
that came from her niece ; while Har> 
leigh felt an enchantment that glowed 
through every vein, in the prospect of 
some confidence. But when Mrs. Maple 
found that all resistance was vain, and that 
through this channel only she could procure 
any information, her resentment gave way 
to her eagerness for hearing it, and she 
told Mr. Harleigh to take the letter. 

This was as little what he wished, as 
what Ellis meant : his desire was to 
speak w'ith her upon the important sub* 
ject open between them ; and her’s, was 
to make an apology for shewing him the 
letter, and to offer some explanation of a 
part of its contents. He approached^ her, 
how'ever, to receive it, and she could not 
hold it back. 

If you will allow me,” said he, in 
taking it, “ to give you my plain opi- 
nion, when 1 have read it, ... . Where 
may I have the pleasure of seeing you ?” 
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Revived by this question, she eagerly 
answered, Wherever Mrs. Maple will 
permit.” 

liarleigh, who, in the scowl upon 
Mrs. Maple’s face, read a direction that 
they should remain where they were, 
would not wait for her to give it utter- 
ance ; but, taking the hand of Ellis, 
with a precipitation to which she yielded 
from surprize, though with blushing 
shame, said, “ In this next room 

we shall be nearest to give the answer 
to Mrs. Maple and led her to the 

ad.oining apartment. 

He did not dare shut the door, but he 
conducted her to the most distant win- 
dow ; and, having expressed, by his eyes, 
fer stronger thanks for her trust than he 
ventured to pronounce with his voice, 
was beginning to read the letter; but 
Ellis, gently stopping him, said, Be- 

face you look at this, let me beg you, 
^r, to believe, that the hard necessity 
of my strange situation, could alone have 
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induced me to suffer you to see what is 
50 every way unfit for your perusal. 
But Miss Joddrel has herself made 
known that she left a message with 
me for Mrs. Maple ; what right, then, 
have I to withhold it ? Yet how — ad- 
vise me, I entreat, — how can I deliver 
it ? And — with respect to what you will 
find relative to Lord Melbury — I need 
not, I trust, mortify myself, by disclaiming, 
or vindicating ” 

He interrupted her with warmth : 
“ No !” he cried, ** with me you can 
have nothing to vindicate! Of whatever 
would not be perfectly right, I believe 
you incapable.” 

E!lis thanked him expressively, and 
begged that he would now read the letter, 
and favour her with his counsel. ' 

He complied, meaning to hurry it 
rapidly over, to gain time for a yet more 
interesting subject; but, struck, moved, 
and shocked by its contents, he was 
drawn from himself, drawn even from 
Ellis, to its writer. “ Unhappy Eli- 
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nor!” he cried, “ this is yet more wild 
than I had believed you I this flight, 
where you can expect no pursuit ! this 
concealment, where you can fear no 
persecution 1 But her intellects are under 
the controul of her feelings, — and judg- 
ment has no guide so dangerous.” 

Ellis gently enquired what she must say 
to Mrs. Maple. 

He hastily put by the letter. ** Let 
me rather ask,” he cried, half smiling, 
** what you will say to Me ? — Will you 
not let me know something of your his- 
tory, ' — your situation, — your family, — 
your name ? The deepest interest occa- 
sions my demand, my inquietude. — Can 
it oflfend you ?” 

Ellis, ^ trembling, looking down, and 
involuntarily sighing, in a faltering voice, 
answered, “ Have I not besought you. 
Sir, to spare me upon this subject ? 
Have I not conjured you, if you value 
my peace, — nay, my honour!— what 
can I say more solemn? — to drop it for 
ever more ?” 
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« Why this dreadful language?** cried 
Harleigh, with mingled impatience and 
grief; “ Can the impression of a com- 
pulsatory engagement — or what other 
may be the mystery that it envelopes? 
Will you not be generous enough to 
relieve a perplexity that now tortures 
me? Is it too much for a man lost to 
himself for your sake, — lost he knows 
not how,— knows not to whom, — to be 
indulged with some little explanation, 
where, and how, he has placed all his 
hopes ? — Is this too much to ask ?** 

“ Too much?*’ repeated Ellis, with 
quickness : “ O no ! no ! Were my con- 
fidence to depend upon my sense of what 
I owe to your generous esteem, your noble 
trust in a helpless Wanderer, — known to 
you solely through your benevolence, — 
were my opinion — and my gratitude my 
guides, — it would be difficult, indeed, 
to say what enquiries you could make, 
that 1 could refuse to satisfy ; — what you 
could ask, that 1 ought not to answer! 
but alas I — — *’ 
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She hesitated : heightened blushes dyed 
, her cheeks; and she visibly struggled 
to restrain herself from bursting into 
tears. 

Touched, delighted, yet affrighted, Har- 
leigh tenderly demanded, “ O, why resist 
the generous impulse, that would plead 
for some little frankness, in favour of one 
who unreservedly devotes to you his whole 
existence ?” 

Suddenly now, as if self-alarmed, check- 
ing her sensibility, she gravely cried, 
“ What would it avail that I should enter 
into any particulars of my situation, when 
what has so recently passed, makes all that 
has preceded immaterial ? You have heard 
my promise to Miss Joddrel,— ydu see by 
this letter how direfully she meditates to 
watcli its performance ; — 

“ And can you suffer the wild flights 
of a revolutionary enthusiast, impelled 
by every extravagant new system of the 
moment; — however you may pity her 
feelings, respect her purity, and make 
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which cattte out so, ail of the sudden, 
at last, that I should never have believed 
a word of it, but for knowing Mrs. Maple 
to be so amazing particulac as to those 
points. — ” ‘ 

“ And Mrs. Howel !” here interrupted 
MissArbe, casting at Ellis, upon the re> 
collection of such a confirmation of her 
birth and connections, a look of so much 
favour, that, again hoping for her aid, Ellis 
begged to alight at Miss Matson's, the 
milliner. 

Miss Arbe said that she would attend 
her thither with pleasure. . ** And I, my 
dear,” said MissBydel, “ will go in with 
you, too } for I want a few odd matters for 
myself.” 

Ellis, finding how little she was u|ider« 
stood, was forced to add ; ‘‘ It is not for 
any purchases that 1 go to Miss Matson ; 
it is to lodge in her house, till 1 can find 
some better asylum ! — " 

The first amazement of the two ladies 
sunk into nothing, when contrasted wkh 
tl^tt which they experienced at ‘this mo> 
VOL. II. o 
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nfient. That she should acknowledge 
herself to be poor, was quite enough, be 
her other claims to notice what they 
might, to excite immediate contempt 
m Miss Bydel : while Miss Arbe, in that, 
point, more liberal, but, in all that she 
concaved to belong to hishion, a very 
slave, was embarrassed how to treat her, 
till she could gain some information how 
she was likely to be treated by the world : 
but neither of them had entertained the 
most distant suspicion, that she was not 
settled under the roof, and the patronage, 
of Mrs. Maple.. To hear, therefore, of 
her seeking a lodging, and wanting an 
asylum, presented her in so new, so 
altered, and so humiliated a point of view, 
that Miss Bydel herself was not imme- 
diately able to speak; and the two ladies 
st»ed at each other, as if reciprocally de- 
ciding how to behave. 

. ^ tll& perceived their dilemma, and again 
loitt her hbpel 

It^ging?’* at length cried Miss 
** Well, 1 am less surprised 
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than any body else will be, for wheC 
things have an odd beginning, I aBvayr 
expect them to have an odd end. But 
how comes it,— -for that can be no s^ret^' 
-i^that you are lookmg out for a lodging ? 

I should like to knotv what all that' 
means. Pray what may be the r^on 
that Mrs. Maple does not find you a 
lodging herself? And who is to take 
care of you ? Does she lend yoii any 
of her own servants? These thin^, 
at least can be no secrets, or else I 
should not ask ; but the servants niust 
needs know whether they are lent or 

IK>t.” 

Ellis made no reply} and stHl Miss 
Arbe held back. 

“ Well,” resumed -Miss Bydel,» **’1 
don’t like to judge any body, but cer- 
tainly it is no good sign to be so cldse. 
Some things, however, must be knov^ ' 
whether people will or not : so I ho^ ' 
at least I may ask, whether your friends 
are coming to you in your' lodgings?— 
and what you intend to do there?— 
s 2 
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and how long you think to live there ? — 
what is the true cause of your going 
there?— -For there must certainly be some 
reason/’ 


£His, who now found that she must 
other answer Miss Bydel or forego her 
whole scheme, from the determined 
l^kwardness of Miss Arbe to take 
i^ny ajCtive part in her affairs, said, 
V.Mjr past history. Madam, it would 
be useless to hear — and impossible for 
ipe.to relate: my present plan must de- 
^nd upon a charitable construction of 
my unavoidable, indispensable silence ; 
without which it would be madness to 
Impe for any favour, any recommenda- 
tion, that may give the sm^lest chance of 
succefs to my attempt.” 

“ And what is your attempt?” cried 
, Miss 3 ydel; for if that’s a secret 
190, 1 c^’t find out bow you’re to do 



the contrary,” 
,1 am tiv^ll aware that 
or relinquish it.; and 


she answered, 
I must publish, 
immediately I 
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would make it known, if 1 dared' hope 
that I might appear qualified for thi 
ofGce 1 wish to undertake, in the’ eyes 
of—” ^ 

She looked at Miss Arbe, but did 
venture to proceed. 

Miss Arbe, understanding, and feel- 
ing the compliment, yet uneasy to have 
it equally understood by Miss Bydef, 
complacently broke her «lence, by 8ay> 
ing, “ In whose eyes ? — Lady Aurora 
Granville’s?” 

“Ah! Madam, — the condescending 
partiality of Lady Aurora, miglH encou- 
rage every hope of the honour of her in- 
terest and zeal; — but she is peculiarly 
situated ; —and perhaps the weight that 
must be attached to a recommendation of 
the sort which I require — ” ■ 

She was going to say, might demand 
more experience than her ladyship’s 
extreme youth allowed to have yet ^llea 
to her share ; but she stopt. - She vras . 
aware that she stood upon dangerous 
ground. The vanity of Miss Arbe was, 
o 3 





at least, as glaring as her talents i and 
to celebrate even her judgment in the 
fine arts, though it was the pride of her 
life, by an in^uation that, at one>and- 
thirty she was not in the first budding 
youth of fifteen, might offend, by an 
implication that added years contributed 
to a superiority, which she wished to 
have considered as due to brighter genius 
jdpne. 

From .what was said, Miss Arbe 
could not be without some suspicion 
of . what was held back ; and she as 
little desired to hear, as Ellis could to 
utter, a word that might derogate from 
the umversal elevation and distinction at 
^hich she aspired ; she was perfectly ready, 
therefore, to accept what would flatter, 
and t!r> reject what would mortify her; 
forgetting, in common with all vain cha- 
racters, that to shrink from the truth our- 
selves, saves one person only from hearing 
our defects. 

** It is true,” said Miss Arbe, smil- 
ing, ** I^dy Aurora cannot be supposed 
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to have much weight with- the world, 
amiable as she is. The world is not very 
easily led j and, certainly, only by those 
who acquire a certsun ascendance over it, 
by some qualifications not entirely of the 
most common sort.—” 

** But still I don’t understand, ** cried 
Miss Bydel, ** what it is Miss Ellis 
^means. What it is you want to be re> 
commended about, child ? — What is 
this attempt you talk of? — Have you 
got your fortune srith you ?— or does 
Mrs. Maple keep it in her own hiuids ? 
— or have not you got any left?— or 
perhaps you’ve had none ftom the be- 
ginning ?” 

Ellis briefly explained, that her wish was 
to be placed in some flimily, where there 
were children, as a governess. * 
Again, the two ladies were equally 
surprised, at the project of so steady 
and elaborate an undertaking ; and Miss 
Bydel broke forth into the most abrupt 
enquiries, of how Mrs. Maple came to 
agree to such a scheme j whether it 
b 4 
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.were approved of by Mrs. Howel j' 'M\i 
.what Ellis could teach, or do, if it took 
place. 

Ellis, when compelled to speak, was 
compelled, also, to confess, that she had 
not mentioned her design to either of those 
ladies. 

Miss Bydel now, stiffly drawing up, 
declared that she could not help taking 
the liberty to say, that for a young 
lady, who was under the care of two per- 
sons of so much consideration and fortune, 
to resolve upon disposing of herself, with* 
out consulting either of them, was a 
thing she never should countenance ; and 
which she was sure all the world would 
be against. 

These ..were alarming words for Miss 
Arbef w'hose constant and predominant 
thought, .was ever upon public opinion. 
All, too, seemed, now, at an end, 
that bad led, or could lead, to concilia- 
tioii, where there was so peculiar a 
rivalry in talents; joined to a superi- 
ority of beauty, visible even to her 
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own eyes ; for how, if die . hoars of 
Ellis were to be cons^ned to the care' 
and improvement of young ladies, could 
either time or opportunity be found, to 
give, and in private^ the muacal in* 
structions, for the hope of which alone 
Miss Arbe had been so earnest in her 
invitations, and so courteous in her man* 
ners ? 

Without offering, therefore, the small* 
est softening word to the bluff ques- 
tions, or gross censures of Miss Bydel, 
she was silent till they entered Brig'ht- 
helmstone ; and then only spoke to 
order the postilion to stop at Miss Mat- 
son’s. There arrived, the two ladies let 
her alight alone ; Miss Bydel, 'vith a 
proud nod, just uttering, Good bye !** 
and Miss Arbe, with a forced smile, say- 
ing she was happy to have been of any use 
to her. 

Ellis remained so confounded, ' when 
thus unexpectedly abandoned, that 
stood still, a few minutes, at the dobr; 
unable to answer, or even to understand!, 

D 5 
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the ciyil inquiries of a young woman, 
from the shop, whether she would 
not come in, to give her commands. 
When a little recovered, she entered, 
and, in the meek tone of apprehenaon, 
asked whether she could again hire, 
for a new nights, or a week, the little 
room in which she had slept some time 
since. 

hjiss Matson, recollecting her voice, 
cam^ npw from the back parlour, most 
courteously rejoicing at seeing her; and 
disguising her surprise, that she should 
again enquire for so cheap and ordinary 
a little lodging. For Miss Matson, and 
her family, had learnt, from various re- 
ports, that she was the same young lady 
who had given so much pleasure by her 
perfdrmance in the Provoked Husband; 
and who had, since, made a long visit 
at the Honourable Mrs. Howel’s, near 
whose mansion was situated the shop. 

whatever might be the motive 
?,|ir her return, there gould be none 
ags^ her admission, rince they knew 
7 
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her high connections, and since, even 
now, she was set down at the shop by' 
Miss Arbe. The little rooih, therefore, 
was speedily prepared, and the fii^ use 
that Ellis made of it, was to write to 
Selina. 

She desired leave to present her thanks 
to Mrs. Maple, for the asylum which had 
been afforded to her distress ; without any 
hints at the drawbacks to its comfort; 
and then briefly communicated helf inten- 
tion, to pass the rest of the time of her 
suspence and difficulties, in working at 
her needle; unless she could find means 
to place herself in some respectable fa- 
mily, as a governess to its children. She 
finished her letter by the warmest ficknow- 
ledgments, for the kindness wfiich ‘sl^e' had- 
experienced from Selina. ‘ 

The person who took this note was cte*^ 
sired to apply to Mrs. Fenn, for the ready 
prepared baggage of Ellis. 

This, which she thought a resp^ Re- 
manded by decency to Mr8. M^ie, wa» 
her first action: she then opehed, as'» 
1 ) 6 
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balm to her wounded feelings, the letter of 
Lady Aurora Granville j but had the cruel 
disappointment to find in it only these 
words : 

** Hate me not, sweet Miss Ellis — but 
I am forbidden to write to you ! — for- 
bidden to receive your letters ! — 

“ A. G.” 


Deeply hurt, and deeply offended, Ellis, 
now, was filled with the heaviest grief; 
though neither offended nor hurt by Lady 
Aurora, whose trembling hand-writing 
she kissed a thousand times ; with a pe'-- 
fect conviction, that their sufferings were 
pearly reciprocal, from this terrible pro- 
hibition. 

Her little baggage soon arrived, with a 
letter from Selina, containing a permission 
from Mrs. Maple, that Ellis might inune>. 
diately;. return to lest, which Mre. 

.^^ouid never forgive, she should 
meet witi Lord Melbury. 

Ellis wrote a cpld excuse, declaring 
1 1 
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her firm purpose to endeavour to depend, 
henceforth, upon her own exertions. 

And, to strengthen this resolution, she 
re-read a passage in one of her letters 
from abroad, to which she had frequent 
recourse, when her spirits felt unequal to 
her embarrassments. 

“ Dans uiie position telle que la votre, — *’ &c. 

“ In your present lonely, unprotect- 
“ ed, unexampled situation, many and 
“ . severe may be your trials ; let not 
any of them shake your constancy, 
“ nor break your silence ; while all is 
“ secret, all may be safe; by a sin- 
gle surmise, all may be lost. But 
“ chiefly bear in mind, what h’»s been 
the principle of your education^ and 
“ what I wish to be that of your con- 
“ duct and character through life : That 
“where occasion calls for female ex- 
“ ertion, mental strength must combat 
*' bodily weakness ; and intellectual vi- 
“ gour must supply the inherent 'de- 
“ ficiencies of persohal cduragej and 
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“ that those, only, are fitted for the 
“ vicissitudes of human fortune, who, 
whether female or male, learn to suf- 
** fice to themselves. Be this the motto 
** of your story.’* 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

'^HE hope of self-dependence, ever 
cheering to an upright mind, sweet- 
ened the rest of Ellis in her mean little 
apartment, though with no brighter pros- 
pect than that of procuring a laborious sup- 
port, through the means of Miss Matson, 
should she fail to obtain a recommendation 
for the superiour office of a governess. 

The decision was yet pending, when a 
letter from Selina charged her, in the 
name of Mrs. Maple, to adopt, as yet, 
no poritive measure, in order to put an 
end to the further circulation of wonder, 
that a young lady should go from under 
Mrs. Maple’s protection, to a poor little 
lodging, without any attendant, and 
avowedly in search of a maintenance: 
and, further, Selina was bid to add, tbar, 
if she would be manageable, she might 
still perrist in passing for a young 
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gentlewoman ; and Mrs. Maple would 
' say that she was reduced to such 
straights by a bankruptcy in her family ; 
rather than shock all the ladies who had 
conversed with her as Mrs. Maple’s 
guest, by telling the truth. Mrs. Howel, 
too, with the approbation of Lord Den- 
meath himself, to keep her out of the 
w'ay of Lord Melbury, would try to get 
her the place of an humble companion to 
some sick old lady, who would take up 
with her reading and singing, and ask no 
questions. 

Ellis, with utter contempt, was still 
perusing this letter, when she was sur- 
prised by a visit from Miss Arbc and Miss 
Bydel. 

Mbs Arbe had just been calling upon 
Mrs.' Maple, by whom she had been told 
the pla^ of Mrs. Howel, and the plau- 
sible, .•i*e of its sudden necessity. Find-' 
iiu #»Ellia' still under a protection so 
||^)ectable, the wish of a little musical 
MWKovxse revived in Miss Arbe ; and 
she reittarited to Miss Bydel, that it 
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would be a real charity, to see what could 
be done for an accomplished -young • 
woman of family, in circumstances so 
lamentable. 

The reception they met with froiii 
Ellis was extremely cold. The careless 
air with which Miss Arbe had heard, 
without entering into her distress; and 
the indiderence with which she had sud- 
denly dropt the invitations that, the 
minute before, had been urgent nearly 
to persecution, had left an impressbn of 
the littleness of her character upon the 
mind of Ellis, that made her present . 
civilities, though oSered with a look thai^ 
implied an expectation of gratitude, re- 
ceived with the most distant reserve. 
And still less was she disposed to wel- 
come Miss Bydel, whose b;.haviour, dpon 
the same occasion, Itad been rude as well 
as unfeeling. 

Neither of them, however, were re- 
buffed, though Miss Arbe was disap- 
pointed, and Miss Bydel was amazed: 
but Miss Arbe had a point to carry, and 
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would not be put from her purpose ; and 
Miss Bydel, though she thought it but 
odd not to be made of more consequence, 
could not be hurt from a feeling which 
she neither possessed nor understood, — 
delicacy. 

** So I hear. Miss Ellis, you have met 
with misfortunes ?’* Miss Bydel began : 

1 am sorry for it, I assure you i though 
I am sure I don’t know who escapes. 
But I want to know how it all first began. 
Pray, my dear, in what manner did you 
set out in life? A great deal of one’s 
pity depends upon what people are used 

** What most concerns me for poor 
Miss Ellis,” said Miss Arbe, ** is her 
having no instrument. 1 can’t think how 
she'^can live without one. Why don’t you 
hire a harp, Miss Ellis ?” 

Ellis quietly answered, that she was not 
very musically inclined. 

** But you must not think how you are 
inclined,” said Miss Bydel, “ if you are 
to go out for a companion, as Mrs. Howel 
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wants you to do; for I am sure I don’t 
know who 3 ^ou will get to take you, if you 
do. 1 have known pretty many young 
w'omen in that capacity, and not one among 
them ever had such a thought. How 
should they ? People do not pay them for 
that.” 

“ I only hope,” said Miss Arbe, that 
whoever has the good fortune to obtain 
the society of Miss Ellis, will have a 
taste for music. ’Twill be a thousand 
shames if her fine talents should be thrown 
away.” 

Ellis, as she suspected not her design, 
was much surprised by this return to 
fine speeches. Still, however, she sus- 
tained her own reserve, for the difficulty 
of devi^ng to what the change might be 
owing, made her cast it upon mere capfice. 
To the enquiries, also, of Miss Bydel, 
she was equally immoveable, as they evi- 
dently sprang from coarse and general cu- 
riosity. 

This distance, however, was not success- 
ful, eiriier in stopping the questions of Miss 



C 68 ) 

' « 

By del, or the compliments of Miss Arbc. 

Each followed the bent of her humour, till 
Miss Arbe, at length, started an idea that 
caught the attention df Ellis: this was, 
that instead of becoming an humble com* 
panion, she should bnng her musical ac« 
quirements into use, by giving lessons to 
young ladies. 

£lKs readily owned that such a plan 
would be best adapted to her inclina- 
tions, if Mrs. Howel and Mrs. Maple 
could be prevailed upon to exert their 
influence in procuring her some scho- 
lars. 

“ But a good word or two from Miss 
Arbe,” said Miss Bydel, “ would do more 
for you, in that tuning way, than all their’s 
put together. 1 should like to know how 
it ivas you got this musical turn. Miss 
Ellis ? Were your own friends rich enough, 
my de^ before their bankruptcy, to give 
you, such an education themselves ? or did 
k ail come, as one may say, from a sort of 
knack 

Ellis earnestly asked whether she might 
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hope for the powerful aid of, Miss Arbe to 
forward such a plan. 

Miss Arbe, now, resumed all her dig- 
nity, as an acknowledged judge of the fine 
arts, and a solicited patroness of their vo- 
taries. With smiles, therefore, of ineffable 
affability, she promised Ellis her protection; 
and glibly ran over the names of twenty or 
tjiirty families of distinction, every one of 
which, she said, in the choice of instruc- 
tors to their children, was guided by her 
opinion. 

‘ ** But then,” added sbe, with an air 
that now mingled authority with con- 
descension, “ you must have a better* room 
thaii this, you know. The house is well 
enough, and the milliner is fashionrble: 
she is my own; but this little hole ynll 
npver do you must take the drawing- 
room. And then you must buy immedi- 
ately, or at least hire, a very fine instru- 
nient*. There is a delightful one at Strode’s 
now : one I long for myself, and then — •** 
pattipg her shoulder, ** you must dr^, 
too,, a little . . ; . like other people, you 
knW.” 
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“ But how is she to do it,” said Miss 
’ Bydel, ** if she has got no money ?” 

Ellis, however ashamed, felt rather as- 
sisted than displeased by this plump truth ; 
but it produced no effect upon Miss 
Arbe, who lightly replied, ** O, we must 
not be shabby. We must get things a 
little decent about us. A few scholars 
of my recommending will soon set all 
that to rights. Take my advice. Miss Ellis, 
and you won't find yourself vastly to be 
pitied.” 

“ But what have you got to begm with?” 
said Miss Bydel. ** How much have you 
in hand?” 

“ Nothing!” answered Ellis, precipi- 
tately: I lost my purse at Dover, and 

I h^ve been destitute ever since! De- 
pendant wholly upon accidental benevo- 
lence.” 

Bydel, now, was extremely grati- 
fied; this was the first time that she had 
surprized fipom Ellb any account of her- 
self, and she admitted not a doiibt that 
it would be followed by her whole history. 
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“ That was unlucky enough/’ she said; 

and pray what money might you have 
« ink?” 

Ellis, strongly affected herself, though 
she had not affected her auditors, by the 
retrospection tff a misfortune which had 
been so eventful to her of distress, said 
po more; nil she saw some alarm upon 
the countenance of Miss Arbe, at the idea 
of a protegie really pennyless ; and then, 
fearing to forfeit her patronage, she men< 
tioned the twenty pounds which she owed 
to the generous kindness of Lady Aurora 
Oranville. 

Miss Arbe now smiled more com- 
placently than ever; and Miss Bydel, 
straining wide open her large dull eyes, 
i^peated, ** Twenty pounds ^ Good me ! 
has Lady Aurora given you twenty 
pounds 

** The money,*’ said Ellis, bloshing, I 
** hope I may one day return : the good- 
** ness, surpasses all r^uital.** 

** Well, if that is the case, we must 
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dll try to do something for you, my deir« 
1 did not know of any body’s having be^^ 
gun. And I am never for being the first 
in those sort of subscriptions ; for I .think 
them little better than picking people’s 
pockets. Besides that I entirely disap* 
prove bringing persons that are poor into^ 
habits of laziness. However, if Lady 
Aurora has given so handsomely, one docs 
cot know how to refuse a trifie. So, I tell 
you what ; I'll pay you a month’s hire of 
a harp.” 

• Ellis, deeply colouring, begged to 
decline this offer; but Miss Arbe, with 
an air of self-approbation that said : 1 
won’t be excelled ! cried, “ And I, 
Miss EUis, will go to the music shop, 
and chuse your instrument- for you 
myself.” 

Both the ladies, now, equally elated- 
by int^bDal applause, resolved to -set 
our instantly upon this errand ; without ' 
regarding either refusal or objection 
from fjllis. Yet Miss Bydel, upon , find- 
ing that neither Mrs. Howel nor Mrs. 
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Maple had yet given any things would 
have retracted from her intended bene* 
faction, had not Miss Arbe dragged 
her away ; positively refusing to let her 
recant, from a conviction that no other 
method could be started, by which her 
own contribution could, so cheaply be 
presented. 

A very fine harp soon arrived, with a 
message from Miss Arbe, desiring that 
she might find Miss Ellis wholly dts* 
engage'd the next morning, when she 
meant to come quite alone, and to settle 
every thing. 

I'he total want of delicacy shewn iu 
this transaction, made the wishes of 
Ellis send back the instrument to Miss 
Bydel, and refuse the purposed vis^t of 
Miss Arbe ; but a little reflection taught 
her, that in a situation so defenedess, 
pride must give way to prudence; and 
nicer feelings must submit to necessity. 
She sat down, therefore, to her hsu’p, 
resolved diligently to practise it as a 
business, which might lead her . to the 

vox.. II. E 
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self-dependence at which she so earnestly 
languished to arrive ; and of which she 
had only learnt the just appreciation, by 
her helplessness to resist any species of 
indignity, while accepting an unearned 
asylum. 

Cheered, therefore, again, by this view 
of her new plan, she received Miss Arbe, 
the next morning, with a gratitude the 
most flattering to that lady, who volun- 
tarily renewed her assurances of protection. 
“ Very luckily for you,” she added, 
“ I shall stay here very late ; for Papa 
says that he can’t aflbrd to begin his 
winter this year before May or June.” 

Then, sending for a large packet of 
muric from her carriage, she proposed 
tryii)g the instrument ; complacently say- 
ing, that she had chosen the very best 
which could be procured, though Miss 
fiydel had vehemently struggled to make 
her takc^ a cheaper one. Miss Arbe, how- 
ever, would not indulge her parsimony. 
** 1 can’t bear,” she cried, ** any thing 
that is mean.” 
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What Miss Arbe called trying the. 
instrument, was selecting the most diffi- 
cult passages, from the most difficult 
music which she attempted to play, and 
making Ellis teach her the fingering, 
the time, and the expression, in a 
^lesson which lasted the whole morn- 
ing. 

Miss Arbe, who aspired at passing for 
an adept in every accomplishment, seized 
with great quickness whatever she be- 
gan to learn ; but her ambition was so 
universal, and her pursuits were so nu- 
merous, that one of them marred 
another ; and while every thing was 
grasped at, nothing was attained. Yet 
the general aim passed with herself for 
general success; and because she had 
taken lessons in almost all the arts, she 
concluded that of all the arts she was com- 
pletely mistress. 

This persuasion made her come for- 
ward, in the circles to which she be- 
longed, with a courage that she deemed 
to be the just attribute of superiour 
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merit; and her femily and friends, not 
less complaisant, and rarely less super- 
ficial, in their judgments than herself, 
sanctioned her claims by their applause ; 
and spread thrir opinions around, till, hear- 
ing them reverberated, they believed them 
to be &me. 

The present scheme for Ellis had 
another forcible consideration in its 
favour with Miss Arbe ; a consideration 
not often accustomed to be treated with 
utter contempt, even by higher and 
wiser characters ; the convenience of her 
purse. Her various accomplishments had 
already exhausted the scanty powers for 
extra-expences her father ; and it 
was long since she had received any in- 
structions through the ordinary means 
of remuneration.. But, ingenious in 
whatever could turn to her advantage, 
she contrived to learii more when she 
ceased to recompense her masters, than 
while the obligation between them and 
their pupil was reciprocated; for she 
jmght no acquaintance but amongst 
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the scholars of the most eminent profes* 
sors, whether of music or painting ; h^. 
visits were always made at the moment 
which she knew to be dedicated to prac- 
tising, or drawing ; and she regularly ma> 
naged, by adroit questions, seasoned with 
compliments, to attract the attention of the 
master to herself, for an explanation of the 
difficulties which distressed her in her pri- 
vate practice. 

Compliments, however, were by no 
means the only payment that she re- 
turned for such assistance; if a bcr^t 
were in question, she had not an ac- 
quaintance upon whom she did not 
force tickets ; if a composition were 
to be published, she claimed subscrip- 
tions for it from all her fnends ; if 
scholars were desired, not a parent had 
a child, not a guardian had a ward, 
whom she did not mideavour to con- 
vince, that to place his charge under 
such or such a professor, was the only 
method to draw forth his talents. She 
scarcely entered a house in which she 
* 3 
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had not some little scheme to effect ; 
and seldom left it with her purpose un- 
fulfilled. 

The artists, also, were universally her 
humble servants; for though they could 
not, like the world at large, be the dupes 
of her unfounded pretensions to skill, 
they were sure, upon all occasions, to 
find her so active to serve and oblige 
them, so much more Civil than those who 
had money, and so much more social than 
those who had power, that, from ming- 
ling gratitude with their personal interest, 
they suffered her claims to superiour 
knowledge to pass uncanvassed ; and 
while they remarked that her influence 
supplied the place of wealth, they sought 
her favour, they solicited her recom- 
mendadjn, they dedicated to her their 
works. She charmed them by personal 
civilities ; she, won them by attentions to 
their- wives, sisters, or daughters ; and her 
ze?fl in return for their gratuitous services 
no limit — except what might be at- 
faehed to her purse. 
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To pay for the instructions of Ellis by 
patronage, was no sooner decided than' 
effected. A young lady who had been 
educated abroad, who was brought forth 
into the world by Mrs. Maple, and pro> 
tected by Mrs. Howel, and Lady Aurora 
Granville, was already an engaging object ; 
but when she was reduced to support her- 
self by her own talents, through the bank- 
ruptcy of her friends, she became equally 
interesting and respectable; and, as such, 
touched for her misfortunes, yet charmed 
to profit from her accomplishments. Lady 
Kendover, a leading Dilettante in the 
highest circles, was the first , to beg that 
Miss Arbe would arrange the terms, and 
fix a day and hour, for Miss Ellis to at- 
tend Lady Barbara Frankland, her lady- 
ship’s niece. 

One pupil of this rank thus readily, of- 
fered, procured another before the day was 
over ; and before the evening was finished, 
a third. 

Miss Arbe, enchanted with her suc- 
cess, hastened to have the pleasure of 

■E 4 
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communicating It to jLlHs, and of cele- 
brating her own influence. The grati- 
tude of Ellis, was, however, by no means 
unruffled, when Miss Arbe insisted upon 
regulating the whole of her proceedings ; 
and that with an expence which, how- 
ever moderate for any other situation, 
ivas for hers alarming, if not ruinous. 
But Miss Arbe decla);ed that she would 
not have her recommendation disgraced 
by any meanness ; she engaged, there- 
fore, at a high price, the best apartment 
in the house; she chose various articles 
of attire, lest Ellis should choose them, 
^e said, too parsimoniously; and em- 
ployed, in fitting her up, some trades- 
people who were honoured, occasionally, 
by working for herself. In vain Ellis 
represented the insufiiciency of her little 
store for such ezpences. Miss Arbe im- 
|s^ie|jr% begged that they might not 
w0ie their time upon such harrow con- 
^derations; and, seizing the harp, de- 
voted the rest of the visit to a long, 
though unacknowledged lesson ; after 
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which, in hastily nodding an adieu, die 
repeated her high disdain of whatever waa 
wanting in spirit and generosity. 

Mrs. Maple, with mingled choler and 
amazement, soon learnt the wonderful 
tidings, that the discard^ Wanderer had 
hired the best drawing-room at the femous 
milliner's. Miss Matson, and was elegantly, 
though dmply arrayed, and prepared and 
appointed to be received, in various houses 
of fashion, as a favoured and distinguished 
professor. 

The fear of some ultimate responsi- 
bility, for having introduced such an 
impostor into high life, now urged Mrs. 
Maple to work upon the curiosity of 
Mrs. Ireton, to offer the unknown tra- 
veller the post of her humble compamon : 
but Ellis retained a horrour of the dis- 
positbn and manners of Mrs. Iretpn, 

the 

position; and the incensed Mrs. Mapfe, 
and the imperious Mrs.' Howel, aldte 
ashamed to proclmm what they consi- 
dered as their own dupery, were aUke, 
E 5 


that made her decidedly refuse 
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ultimately, reduced to leave the matter 
•to take its course : Mrs. Howel finally 
comforting herself, that, in case of detec- 
tion, she could cast the whole disgrace 
upon Mrs. Maple ; who equally consoled 
herself by deciding, in that cafe, to throw 
the whole blame upon Mr. Harleigh. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

'^HUS equipped, and decided, the 
following week opened upon Ellis, 
with a fair prospect of fullilling the in- 
junctions of her correspondent, by learn- 
ing to suffice to herself. This idea ani- 
mated her with a courage which, in some 
measure, divested her of the painful 
timidity, that, to the inexperienced 
and modest, is often subversive of the 
use of the very talents which it is their 
business and interest to display. Courage, 
not only upon such occasions, but upon 
others of infinitely higher importance, 
is more frequently than the looker on 
Suspects, the effect of secret reasoning, 
and cool calculation of consequences, 
than of fearless temperament, or inborn 
bravery. 

Her’ first essay exceeded her best ex- 
pectations in its success; a success the 
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more important, as failure, there, might 
’ have fastened discredit upon her whole cn> 
terprize, since her first pupil was Lady 
Barbara Frankland. 

Lady Kendover, the aunt of that 
young lady, to whom Miss Arbe, for 
the honour of her own patronage, had 
adroitly dwelt upon the fortnight passed 
at Mrs. Howel’s, and, in the society of 
Lady Aurora Granville, by her protegSe; 
received and treated her with distin* 
guished condescension, and even flat* 
tering kindness. For though her lady* 
« ship was too high in rank, to share in 
the anxious tenaciousness of Mrs. Howel, 
for manifesting the superiour judgment 
with which she knew how to select, and 
how to reject, persons qualified for her 
sduety; and though yet less liable to be 
controlled by the futile fears of the opi* 
nien ^of a ndgbbourhood, which awed 
Mfs. Maple ; still she was more a wo* 
man of quality than a^ woman of the 
world; and the circle in which she 
moved, was bounded by the hereditary 
II 
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habits, and imitative customs, which had 
alvrays limited the proceedings of h^ 
ladyship's, in common with those of al- 
most every other noble family, of patron- 
izing those who had already been elevated 
by patronage ; and of lifting higher, 
by peculiar favour, those who were 
already mounting by the favour of others. 
To go further, — to draw forth talents 
from obscurity, to honour indigent vir- 
tue, were exertions that demanded a 
character of a superiour species; a cha- 
racter that had learnt to act for himself, 
by thinking for himself and feeling for 
others. 

The joy of Lady Barbara, a lively 
and lovely young creature, just bloom- 
ing into womanhood, in becoming the 
pupil of Ellis, was nearly extatic. Lady 
Aurora Granville, with whom she was 
particularly connected, had writtoi to 
her in such rapture of the private play, 
that she was wild to see the celebrated 
Lady Townly. And though die was 
not quite simple, nor quite young 
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enough, to believe that she should lite* 
rally behold that personage, her ideas 
were, unconsciously, so bewildered, be- 
tween the representation of nature and 
life, or nature and life themselves, that 
she had a certain undefined pleasure in 
the meeting which perplexed, yet be- 
witched her imagination. She regarded 
it as the happiest possible event, to 
be brought into such close intercourse, 
with a person whom she delighted her- 
self with considering as the first actress 
of the age. She looked at her ; watched 
her } listened to her ; and prevailed up- 
on Lady Kendover to engage that she 
should every day take a lesson ; during 
which her whole mind was directed to 
imitating Miss Ellis in her manner of 
holding the harp ; in the air of her 
head as she turned from it to look at 
the musical notes ; in her way of curv- 
ing, straightening, or elegantly spread- 
ing her fingers upon the strings ; and in 
the general bend of her person, upon 
which depended the graceful efiect of 
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the whole. . Not very singular, indeed, 
was Lady Barbara, in regarding these as- 
the principal points to be attained, in ac* 
quiring the accomplishment of playing 
upon the harp ; which, because it shews 
beauty and grace to advantage, is often 
erroneously chosen for exhibiting those 
who have neither ; as if its powers ex- 
tended to bestow the charms which it only 
displays. 

The admiration of Lady Barbara for 
her instructress, lost some boundary of 
moderation every day ; and Ellis, though 
ashamed of such excess of partiality, felt 
fostered by its warmth, and returned it with 
sincerity. Lady Barbara, who was gaily 
artless, and as full of kindness as of viva- 
city, had the strong recommendation of 
being wholly natural ^ a recommendation 
as rare in itself, as success is in its de- 
viations. 

Miss Arbe was all happy exultation, 
at a prosperity for which she repaid her- 
self, without scruple, by perpetual, 
though private lessons ; and Ellis, whose 
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meritf while viewed with rivalry, she had 
' sought to depreciate, she was now fore- 
most to praise. The swellings of envy 
and jealousy gave way to triumph in her 
own discernment ; and all severities of 
hypercriticism subsided into the gentler 
vanity, and more humane parade, of pa- 
tronage. 

Another happy circumstance rigilAdiz- 
ed, also, this professional commencement 
of Ellis : Miss Arbe secured to her the 
popular favour of Sir Marmaduke Crawley, 
a travelled fine gentleman, just sum- 
moned from Italy, to take possession of 
his title and estate ; and to the guardianship 
of two hoyden sisters, many years younger 
than himself. His character of a con- 
noisseur, an admirer of les beaux arts; a 
person of so refined a conformation, as to 
desire -to be thought rather to vegetate 
than live, when removed from the ge- 
ni<||^'ciime of the sole region of the 
Ihuses, and of taste, Italy ; made his 
appwbation as useful to her fame, as the 
amive influence of Miss Arbe was to her 
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fortune. 'Iliis gentleman, upon hearing 
her perform to Lady Kendover, declared, 
with a look of melancholy recollection, 
that The Ellis was more divine than any 
thing that he had yet met with on this side 
the Alps. He requested Miss Afbe, there- 
fore, to place his asters under her elegant 
tuition, if he might hope that The Ellis 
cottf^ be prevailed upon to undertake two 
such Vandals. 

Born to a considerable fortune, though 
with a narrow capacity. Sir Marmaduke 
had persuaded himself, that to make 'the 
tour of Europe, and to become a con- 
noisseur in ail the arts, was the same 
thing; and, as he was rich, and, there- 
fore, able to make himsdf friends, civil, 
and therefore never addicted to make 
enemies, no one felt tempted, either by 
sincerity or severity, to undecrive him; 
and, as all he ess^tially wanted, for the 
chanCcter to which he thought hinttelf 
elevated, was ** spirit, taste, and sense,'* 
he uttered his opinions upon whatever 
he saw, or heard, without the smallest 
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suspicion, that the assiduity' with which 
he visited, or the wealth with which he 
purchased, works of art, included not 
every requisite for their appreciation. 
Yet though, from never provoking, he 
never encountered, that foe to the happy 
feelings of inborn presumption, truth, he 
felt sometimes embarrassed, when suddenly 
called upon to pronounce an oplnioii'on 
any abstruse point of taste. He was always, 
therefore, watchful to catch hints from the 
dashing Miss Arbe, since to whatever she 
gave her fearless sanction, he saw fashion 
attached. 

Nothing could be more different than 
the reception given to Ellis by Lady 
Kendover, and that which she experi- 
enced from the Miss Crawleys. With- 
out any superiority to their brother in 
understanding, they had a decided infe- 
riority in education and manners. They 
had been brought up by a fond uncle, in 
the country, with every false indulgence 
wluch can lead to idle ease and pleasure, 
for the passing moment } but which 
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teems with that weariness, that a dearth 
of all rational employment nurses up ■ 
for the listless and uncultured, when folly 
and ignorance out-live mere thoughtless 
merriment. Accustomed to follow, in 
every thing, the uncontrolled bent of 
their own humours, they felt fatigued by 
the very word decorum ; and thought 
theiUBelvcs oppressed by any represen- 
tation of what was due to propriety. 
Their brother, on the contrary, taking 
the opposite extreme, had nrither care 
nor vvish but what related to the opinion 
of the virtuosi: because, though possessed 
of whatever could give pecuniary, he was 
destitute of all that could inspire mental 
independence. 

« Oh ho! The Ellis!” cried Miss 
Crawley, mimicking her brother ; ** you 
are come to be our school-mistress, atse you i 
Quick, quick, Di j put on your dumpish 
face, and begin your task.’* 

“ Be quiet, be quiet !” cried Miss 
Di ; 1 shall like to learn of all things. 

The Ellis shall make me The Crawley. 
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Come, what’s to be done. The Ellis ? Begin, 
.begin !” 

“ And finish, finish !” cried the eldest : 

I can’t bear to be long about any thing : 
there’s nothing so fogrum.” 

Thdr brother, now, ventured, gently, 
to caution them not to make use of the 
word fogrum, which, he assured them, 
was by no means recdved in good’llbm- 
pany. 

** O, 1 hate good company !” * cried 
the eldest: ** it always makes me fall 
adeep.” 

** So do 1,” cried the youngest; 
** except when I take upon myself to 
wake it. O ! that’s the delight of my life ! 
to run wild upon a set of formals, who think 
one brainless, only because one is not 
drowsy. Do you know any fogrums of that 
sort, brother?” 

The merriment that this question, 
which they meant to be personal, occa> 
sioned, extremely confused Sir Marma- 
duke ; and his evident conscioumess 
fiuDf them into such immoderate laugh- 
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ter, that the new mistress was forced to . 
desist from all attempt at instruction, 
till it subsided ; whkh was not till 
their brother, shrugging his shoulders, 
with shame and mortification, left the 
room. 

Yawning, then, with exhausted spirits, 
thq||desired to be set to work. 

Proficiency they had no chance, for 
they had no wish to makej but Ellis, 
from this time, attended them twice 
a>wcek; and Sir Marmaduke was gra- 
tified by the assurances of Miss Arbe, 
that all the world praised his taste, for 
choosing them so accomplished an in- 
structress. 

The fourth scholar that the same 
patronage procured for Ellis, was a 
little girl of eleven years of age,, whose 
mother. Lady Arramcde, the nearly 
ruined widow of a gamester peer, sa- 
crificed every comfort to retain the 
equipage, and the establishment, that 
she had enjoyed during the life of her 
luxurious lord. Her table, except when 
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.she had company, was never quite suf* 
hcient for her family ; her dress, ex- 
cept when she visited, was always old, 
mended, and out of fashion ; and the 
education of her daughter, though des- 
tined to be of the first order, was ex- 
tracted, in common with her gala 
dinners, and gala ornaments, ivom 
these daily savings. £llis, therefore, from 
the very moderate price at which Miss 
Arbe, for the purpose of obliging her 
own various friends, had fixed her in- 
structions, was a treasure to Lady Arra- 
mede ; who had never before so completely 
found, what she was always indefatigably 
seeking,., a professor not more cheap than 
fashionable. 

Qh the part of the professor, the sa- 
tisfaction was not quite mutual. Lady 
Ajsamede, reduced by her great ex- 
pences in public, to the most miserable 
parsimony in private, joined, to a lofty 
desire of high consideration in the 
world, a constant alarm lest her pecu- 
niary difficulties should be perceived. 


I 
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The low terms, therefore, upon which 
Ellis taught, though the real inducement' 
for her being employed, urged the most 
arrogant reception of the young instruct- 
ress, in} the apprehendon that she might, 
else, suspect the motive to her admis- 
sion; and the instant that she entered 
the rpoiii, her little pupil was hurried to 
the instrument, that she might not pre- 
sume to imagine it possible, that she could 
remain, in the presence of her ladyship, even 
for a moment, except to be professionally 
occupied. 

Yet was she by no means more nig- 
gardly in bestowing favour, than ra- 
pacious in seeking advantage. Her 
thoughts were constantly employed in 
forming interrogatories for obtaining mu- 
sical information, by which her daughter 
might profit in the absence of the mis- 
tress ; though she made them without 
troubling herself to r^se her eyes, ex- 
cept when she did not comprehend the 
answer; and then, her look was of so 
haughty a character, that she seemed 
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rather to be demanding satisfaction than 
explication. 

The same address, also, accompanied 
her desire to hear the pieces, which her 
daughter began learning, performed by 
the mistress: she never made this re* 
quest till the given hour was more than 
passed ; and made it then rather as if 
she were issuing a command, for the exc* 
cution of some acknowledged duty, than 
calling forth talents, or occupying time, 
upon which she could only from courtesy 
have any claim. 

Miss Brinvillc, the fifth pupil of Ellis, 
w’as a celebrated beauty, who had wasted 
her bloom in a perpetual search of ad* 
auration ; and lost her prime, without 
suspecting that it was gone, in vain and 
ambidous difficulties of choice. Yet 
h^ charms, however faded and changed, 
stul, by candle-light, or when adroitly 
shaded, through | becoming skill in the 
arrangement of her head-dress, appeared 
nearly in their, first lustre; and in this 
view it was that they were always pre* 
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sent to herself; though, by the world, the 
altered complexion, sunk eyes, and enlarged 
features, exhibited by day-light, or by com- 
mon attire, were all, except through im- 
pertinent retrospection, that were any more 
noticed. 

She was just arrived at Brighthelm- 
stone, with her mother, upon a visit to 
an acquaintance, whom that lady had 
engaged to invite them, with a design of 
meeting Sir Lyell Sycamore, a splendid 
young baronet, with whom Miss Biin- 
ville had lately danced at a private ball ; 
where, as he saj^ her for the first time, 
and saw her to every advantage which 
well-chosen attire, animated vanity, and 
propitious waxtlight could give, he had 
fallen desperately enamoured of her 
beauty ; and ha<i so vehemently lamented 
having promised to join a party to 
Brighthelmstone, that both the mother 
and the daughter concluded, that they 
had only to find a decent pretence . ibr 
following him, to secure the prostration 
of his title and fortune at thdr feet. 

VOI.. II. F 
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And though similar expectations, from 
‘gentlemen of similar birth and estate, 
had already, at least fifty times, been 
disappofnted, they were just as sanguine, 
in the present instance, as if, new to the 
world, and inexperienced in its ways, 
they were now receiving their first lessons, 
upon the fallaciousness of self'appreciation : 
so slight is the impression made, even 
where our false judgment is self-detected, 
by wounds to our vanity ! and so elastic 
is the rebound of that hope, which ori- 
ginates in our personal estimation of our 
deserts. 

The young Baronet, indeed, no sooner 
heard of the arrival at Brighthelmstone 
of the fair one who had enchanted him, 
thtm, wild ' with rapture, he devoted all 
his soul to expelled extacies. But when, 
the next morning, fine and froftf, though 
seventy cold, he met her upon the 
S^yhe, her complexion and, her features 
were so different to those yet resting, 
in full beauty, upon bis memory, that he 
looked at her with a surprize mingled with 
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a species of indignation, as at a caricature of. 
herself. 

Miss Brinville, though too uncon* 
scious of her own double appearance to 
devclope what passed in his mind, was 
Struck and mortified by his change of 
manner. The bleak winds which blew 
sharply from the sea, giving nearly its 
own blue-green hue to her skin, while 
all that it bestowed of the carnation’s 
more vivid glow, visited the feature whiclr 
they least become, but which seems 
always the favourite wintry hot-bed of 
the ruddy tints ; in completing what 
to the young Baronet seemed an entire 
metamorphosis, drove him fairly from 
the field. The wondering heroine was 
left in a consternation that usefully, 
however disagreeably, might have whis- 
pered to her some of those cruel truths 
which are always buzzing around faded 
beauties, — Ihissing no ears but their 
own ! — had she not been hurried, by her 
mother, into a milliner's shop, to make 
some preparations for a ball to which 

F 2 



( *0P ) 

.^e was invited for the eveiung. There, 
again, she saw the Baronet, to whose 
astonished sight she appeared with alt 
her first allurements. ' Again he danced 
with her, again was captivated ; and again 
the next morning recovered his liberty. 
Yet Miss Brinviile made no progress in 
selfiperception ; his changes were attributed 
to caprice or fickleness ; and her desire 
grew but more urgent to fix her wavering 
conquest. 

At the dinner at Lady Kendover’s, 
where Miss Arbe brought forward the 
talents and the plan of Ellis, such a 
spirit was raised, to procure scholars 
amongst the young ladies of fashion 
then at Brighthelmstone ; and it seemed 
so youthful to become a pupil, that Miss 
Brinviile feared, if left out, she might 
be considered as too old to enter such 
J|||s. Yet her total ignorance of music, 
aaid a native dull distaste to* all the arts, 
save the millinery, damped her wishes 
with want of resolution j till an exclama^ 
tion of Sir Lyell Sycamore’s, that nothing 
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added so much grace to beauty as playing 
upon the harp, gave her sudden strength. 
and energy^ to beg to be set dowif, by 
Miss Arbe, as one of the first scholars for 
hex pretegh, 

Ellis was received by her with civility, 
but treated with the utmost coldness. 
The sight of beauty* at its height, forced * 
a self-comparison of no exhilarating na- 
ture; and, much as she built upon in- 
forming Sir Lyell of her lessons, she 
desired nothing less than shewing him 
from whom they were received. To sit 
at the harp so as to justify the assertion 
of the Baronet, became her principal 
study ; and the glass before which she 
tried her attitudes and motions, told 
her such Battering tales, that she soon 
began to think the harp the sweetest 
instrument in the world, and that to 
practise it was the most delicious of 
occupations. 

Ellis was too sincere to aid this delu- 
sion. Of all her pupils, no one was so 
utterly hopeless as Miss Brinville, whom 
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she found equally destitute of ear, taste. 
Intelligence, and application. Tl)e same 
direction twenty times repeated, was not 
better understood than the first moment 

'■'i 

that it was uttered. ^ Naturally dull, she 
comprehended nothing that was not fa- 
miliar to her ; and habitually indolent, be- 
cause brought up to believe that beauty 
would supply every accomplishment, she 
had no conception of energy, and not an 
idea of diligence. 

Ellis, whose mind was ardent, and 
whose integrity was incorrupt, felt an 
honourable anxiety to fulfil the duties of 
her new profession, though she had en- 
tered upon them merely from motives of 
distress. She was earnest, therefore, for 
the improvement of her pupils ; and 
conceived the laudable ambition, to me- 
rit what might earn, by their ad- 
vancem^i And though one amongst 
thepi, alone, manifested any genius ; in all 
of ^em, except Miss Brinville, she saw 
p^e of carelessness, or idleness, than 
positive incapacity. But here, the 
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darkness of all musical apprehension was 
so impenetrable, that not a ray of in- 
struction could make way through it ; 
and Ellis who, though she saw that to 
study her looks at* the instrument was 
her principal object, had still imagined 
that to learn music, came in for some 
share^ in taking’ lessons upon the harp, 
finding it utterly vain to try to make 
her distinguish one note from another, 
held her own probity called upon to 
avow her opinion } »nce she saw herself 
the only one who could profit from its 
concealment. 

Gently, therefore, and in terms the 
most delicate that she could select, she 
communicated her fears to Mrs. Brinville, 
that the talents of Miss Brinville were not 
of a musical cast. 

Mrs. Brinville, with a look that said, 
What infinite impertinence ! declared her- 
self extremely obliged by this sincerity j 
and summoned her daughter to the con- 
ference. 

Miss Brinville, colouring with the 

F 4 
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deepest resentmenr, protested that . she 
ivas never so well pleased as in hear* 
ing plain truth ; but each made an 
inclination of her head, that intimated 
to Ellis that she nyght hasten her de> 
parture : and the first news that reached 
her the next morning was, that Miss 
Brinville had sent for a celebrated and 
expensive professor, then accidentally at 
Brighthelmstone, to give her lessons upon 
the harp. 

Miss Arbe, from whom Ellis received 
this intelligence, was extremely angry 
with her for the strange, and what she 
called unheard-of measure tliat she had 
taken. “ What had you,” she cried, “ to 
do with their manner of wasting their 
numey ? Every one chooses to throw it 
away according to his own taste. If rich 
people have not that privifege, I don't 
see how they are the better for not being 
poor,” 

The sixth scholar whom Ellis under- 
to(dt, was sister to Sir Lyell Sycamore, 
She possessed a real genius for muac. 
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though it uras so little seconded by in* 
dustry, that whatever she could not per- 
form without labour or time, she relin- 
quished. Thus, though all she played 
was executed in a truly fine style, no- 
thing being practised, nothing was finished ; 
and though she could amuse herself, and 
charm her auditors, with almost every fa- 
vourite passage that she heard, she could 
not go through a single piece ; could play 
nothing by book; and hardly knew her 
notes. 

Nevertheless, Ellis found her so far su- 
perior, in musical capacity, to every other 
pupil that had fallen to her charge, that 
she conceived a strong desire to make her 
the fine player that her talents fitted her 
for becoming. 

Her utmost exerdons, however, and 
warmest vri^es, were insufficient for 
this purpose. The genius with which 
Miss Sycamore was endowed for music, 
was unallied to any soft harmonies of 
temper, or of character : she was pre- 
sumptuous, concrited, and gaily .un- 
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feeling. If Ellis pressed her to more 
attention, she hummed an air, without 
looking at her ; if she remonstrated 
against her neglect, she suddenly stared 
at her, though without speaking. She 
had a haughty indifference about learn* 
ing; but it was not from an indifference 
to excel ; ’twas from a firm self-opinion, 
that she excelled already. If she could 
not deny, that Ellis executed whole 
pieces, in as masterly a manner as she 
could herself play only chosen passages, 
she deemed that a mere mechanical part 
of the art, v/hich, as a professor, Ellis 
had been forced to study ; and which she 
herself, therefore, rather held cheap than 
reacted. 

Ellis, at first, seriously lamented this 
wayward ^irit, which wasted real ta- 
lents j but all interest fpr her pupil 
SQon subsided ; and . all regret concen- 
1 in having such a scholar to at- 
for the manners of Miss Syca* 
^|qpre had an excess of insolence, that 
^1)^ demanded apathy than philosophy 

II 
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to be supported by those who were in 
any degree within her power. Ellis was.- 
treated by her with a sort of sprightly 
defiance, that sometimes seemed to 
arise from gay derision ; at others, 
from careless haughtiness. Miss Syca- 
more, who gave little attention to the 
rumours of her history, saw her but 
either as a Wanderer, of blighted for- 
tune, and as such looked down upon 
her with contempt ; or as an indigent 
young woman of singular beauty, and as 
such, with far less willingness, looked up to 
her with envy. 

Twice a-week, also, Selina, with the 
connivance, though not with the avowed 
consent of Mrs. Maple, came from Lewes, 
to continue her musical lessons, at the 
house of Lady Kendover, or of Miss 
Arramedc. • 

Such was the set which the powerful 
influence of Miss Arbe procured for 
the opening campaign of Ellis; and to 
this set its own celebrity soon added 
another name. It was not, indeed, one 
F 6 
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which Miss Arbe would have de'^ed 
• JO put upon her list; but Ellis, who 
had no pride to support in her present 
undertaking, save the virtuous and i%ht 
pride of owing independence to her own 
industry, as readily accepted a proferred 
scholar from the daughter of a common 
tradesmen, as she had accepted the daughter 
of an Earl, whom she taught at Lady 
KeDdovcr*s. 

Mr. Tedman, a grocer, who had raised 
a very large fortune, was now at Bright* 
helmstone, with his only daughter and 
liciress, at whose desire he called at Miss 
Matson’s, to enquire for the famous music* 
teacher. 

Ellis, hearing that he was an elderly 
man, conceived what might be his buriness, 
and admitted him. Much surprized by her . 
youthful appearance, ** Good now, my 
dear,” he cried, “ why to be sure it can’t ’ 
be you as pretend*^ to learn young misses 
miinc ? and even misses of quality, as I am 
told? It's more Kkely h’s your mamma; 
■put in case you’ve got one.” 

3 
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When Ellis had set him right, he took 
five giuneas from his purse, and said. 
Well, then, my dear, come to my darter, 
and give her as much of your tudeling as 
will come to this. And 1 think, by then, 
she’ll be able to twiddle over them wires by 
herself.” 

The hours of attoidance being then 
settled, he looked smirkingly in her face, 
and added, “ Which of us two is to hold 
the stakes, you or I?” shaking the five 
guineas between his hands. But when 
she assured him that she had not the 
most distant desire to anticipate such hn 
appropriation, he assumed an air of ge> 
nerous affluence, and assuring her, in 
return, that he was not afraid to trust 
her, counted two guineas and half a 
guinea, upon the table, and said, ** So 
you please, my dear, we’ll split the 
difference.” 

Ellis found the daughter yet more 
innately, though less obviously, vulgar; 
and fiir more unpleaswt, because uncivil, 
than the father. In a constant struggle to 
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hide the disproportion of her origin, and 
early habits, with her- present pretensions 
to fashion, -she was tormented by an in- 
cessant fear of betraying, that she was as 
little bred as bom to the riches which 
she now possessed. This made her always 
authoritative with her domestics, or in* 
feriours, to keep them in awe; pert with 
gentlemen, by way of being genteel ; and 
rude with ladies, to shew herself their 
equal. 

Mr. Tedman conceived, immediately, a 
warm partiality for Ellis, whose elegant 
manners, which, liad he met with her in 
high life, would have distanced him by their 
superiority, now attracted him irresistibly, 
in viewing them but as good nature. He 
called her his pretty tudeler, and bid her 
make.|kaste to earn her five guineas ; signi- 
adding, that, if his daughter were 
nfil^ished before they were gone, be was 
rlWb enough to make them ten. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

T^ITH these seven pupils, Ellis, com- 
* * bating the various unpleasant feelings 
that were occasionally excited, prosperously 
began her new career. 

Her spirits, from the fulness of her oc> 
cupations, revived; wd she soon grew a 
stranger to the depression of that ruminat* 
ing leisure, which is wasted in regret, in 
repining, or in wavering meditation. 

Miss Arbe reaped, also, the fruits of her 
successful manoeuvres, by receiving long, 
and almost daily instructions, under the 
pretence of trying different compositions ; 
though never under the appellation of 
lessons, nor with the smallest acknow- 
ledgement of any deficiency that might 
reqmre improvement; always, when they 
separated, exclaiming, What a delight- 
ful musical regale we have enjoyed this 
morning!’* 
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So sincere, nevertheless, ivas the sense 
■which Ellis entertained of the essential 
obligations which she owed to Miss Arbe, 
that she suffered this continual intrusion 
and fadgue without a murmur. 

Miss Bydel, also, who was nearly as 
frequent in her visits as Miss Arbe, 
claimed constantly, however vainly, in 
return for paymg die month’s hire of 
^e harp, the private history of the way 
of life, expences, domestics, and appa- 
rent income, of every fiimily to which 
that instrument was the means of in- 
troduction. And but that these ladies 
had personal engagements for their even- 
ings, Ellis could not have found time 
to keep herself in such practice as her 
new profession required; and her credit, 
if not her scholars, might have been 
lost, ^ln^gfa the selfishness of the very 
by whom they bad been ob- 

circumstance, also, somewhat 
distUTbed, though she would not suffer 
k to interrupt what she now deemed 
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to be her professbnal study : no 

sooner touched her harp, than she heard 
a hurrying, though heavy step, descend 
the stairs; and never opened her door, 
after playing or singing, without per- 
ceiving a gentleman standing against it, 
in an attitude of listening. He hastened 
away ashamed, upon her appearance; yet 
did not the less fml to be in waiting at 
her next performance. Displeased, and 
nearly alarmed by the continual repeti- 
tion of this curiosity, she complained of 
it to Miss Matson, desiring that she would 
find means to put an end to so Strange a 
liberty. 

Miss Matson said, that the person in 
question, who was a gentleman of very 
good character, though rather odd in his 
ways, had taken the Kttle room which 
Ellis had just relinquished : she was sure, 
however, that he meant no harm, for 
he had often told her, as he passed through 
the shop, that he ought to pay double 
for his lodging, for the sake of hear- 
ing the harp, and the singing. Miss 
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Matson remonstrated with him, never- 
theless, upon his indiscretion ; in conse- 
, quence of which, he became more circum- 
spect. 

From Selina, whose communications 
continued to be as unabated in openness, 
as her friendship was in fondness, Ellis 
had the heartfelt satisfaction of receiving 
occasional intelligence, drawn from the let- 
ters of Mrs. Howcl to Mrs. Maple, of the 
inviolable attachment of Lady Aurora 
Granville. 

She heard, also, but nearly with indiffe* 
rence, that the two elder ladies had been 
furious with indignation, at the prosperity 
of the scheme of Miss Arbe, by which Ellis 
seemed to be naturalized at Brighthelm- 
stone; where she was highly considered, 
and both v^ed and invited, bv ail who had 
!*^lcg3ncdfiitense, or taste to appreciate her 
merit# 

*0f Elinor nothing was positively known, 
though some indirect information reached 
•her aunt, that she had found means to 
' retom to the continent. 
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About three weeks passed thus, in 
the diligent and successful practice c^' 
this new profession, when a morning con- 
cert was advertised at the New Rooms, 
for a blind Welsh harper, who was tra- 
velling through the principal towns of 
England. 

All the scholars of Ellis having, upon 
this occasion, taken tickets of Lady Ken- 
dover, who patronized the harper, Ellis 
meant to dedicate the leisure thus left 
her to musical studies j but she was broken 
in upon by Miss Bydel, who, possessing 
^ an odd ticket, and having, through 
some accident, missed joining her par- 
ty, desired Ellis would immediately get 
ready to go with her to the con- 
cert. Ellis, not sorry to hear the harper, 
consented. 

The harper was in the midst of his 
last piece when they arrived. Miss 
Bydel, deaf to a general buz of “ Hush !” 
at the loud voice with which, upon en- 
tering the room, she said, Well, now 
I must look about for some acquain- 
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tance,” straitly strutted on to the upper 
end pf the apartment. * Ellis quietly glided 
after fter, concluding it to be a matter 
of course that they should keep togAher. 
Here, however, Miss Bydel comfortably 
arranged herself, between Mrs. Maple and 
Selina, telling them tha^ having been too 
late for all her friends, and not liking to 
poke her way alonei she had been forced-^ 
to make the young music>mistress come 
along with her, for company. 

Ellis, though both abashed and pro* 
Toked, felt herself too justly under the 
protection of Miss Bydel, to submit to the 
mortification of turning back, as if she had* 
been an unauthorised intruder ; though the 
av«ted looks, and her consciousness of the 
yet more disdainful opinions of Mrs. 
Maple, left her no hope of countenance, 
but through the lundness of Selina. She 
therefore, the eyes of her young 
fpiMid, and did not se^ them in vain ; but 
\^eat was her surprize to meet them not 
merely unaccompanied by any expres^n 
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of regard, but even of remembrance ; and 
to see them instantaneously withdrawn, to ' 
be fixed upon those of Lady Barbara l!!rank« 
land, which were wholly occupied by the 
blind harper. ^ 

Disappointed and disconcerted, she was 
now obliged to seat herself, alone, upon a 
side form, and to strive to parry the awk- 
‘wardness of her situation, by an appearance 
of absorbed attention to the performance of 
the harper. 

A gentleman, who was lounging upon 
a seat at some distance, struck by her beau- 
ty, and surprized by her lonely position, 
curiously loitered towards her, and dropr, 
as if accidentally, upon the same form. 
He was young, tall, handsome, and fashion- 
able, but wore the air of a decided liber- 
tine; and her modest mien, and evid^it 
embarrassment, rendered her peculiarly at- 
tractive to a voluptuous man of pleasure. 
To discover, therefore, whether that mo- 
desty were artificial, or the remains of such 
original purity as he, and such as he, adore 
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but to demolish, was his immediate deter* 
mination. 

It was impossible for Ellis to escape 
seeing how completely she engrossed his 
attention,, sedulously as " she sought to 
employ her own another way. But, hav- 
ing advanced too far into the room, by 
following Miss Bydel, to descend with* 
out being recognized by those whose 
good opinion it was now her serious 
concern to preserve, all her scholars 
being assembled upon this occasioif; she 
resolved to sustain her credit, by openly 
joining, or, at least, closely following, 
Miss Bydel, w’hen the concert should be 
over. 

When the concert, however, was over, 
her difficulties were but increased, for 
. no one retired. I.ady Kendover ordered 
tea for herself and her party } and the 
rest of the assembly eagerly formed *it- 
sel|l hito groups for a similar purpose. 

society is always jealous of its 
.rights of equality ; and any mealsure 
' taken by a person of superiour rank, or 
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supcnour fortune to the herd, soon be> 
conies general ; not humbly, from an 
imitative, but proudly, from a levelling 
spirit. 

The little coteries thus every where 
arranging, made the forlorn situation of 
Ellis yet more conspicuous. All now, 
but herself, were either collected into 
setts to take tea, or (Aspersed for saunter- 
ing. She felt, therefore, so awkward, 
that, hoping by a fair explanation, to ac- 
quit herself to her scholars at their next 
lessons, she was rising to return alone 
to her lodging, when the gentleman 
already mentioned, planting himself abrupt- 
ly before her, confidently enquired whe- 
ther he could be of any service in seeing 
her out. 

She gravely pronounced a negative, and 
re-seated herself. He made no attempt at 
conversation, but again took his place by 
her side. 

In the hope of lessening, in some 
degree, her. embarrassment, Ellis, once 
^ more, sought the notice of Selina, whose 
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behaviour appeared so extraordinary, that 
she began to imagine herself mistaken in 
believing that she had yet been seen ; but 
when, again, she caught the eye of that 
young lady, a low and respectful courtesy 
vainly solicited return, or notice. The eye 
looked another way, without seeming to 
have heeded the salutation. 

She grew, now, seriously apprehensive, 
that some cruel calumny must have injured 
her in the opiiuon of her affectionate young 
friend. 

Her ruminations upon this unpleasant 
idea were interrupted, by the approach of 
Mrs. and Miss Brir.ville, who, scornfully 
passing her, stopt before her lounging 
neighbour, to whom Mrs. Brinville said, 
“ Do you take nothing. Sir Lyell ? We are 
just gmng to make a little tea.’' 

<‘Mil%ell, looking negligently at Miss 
lUfj^ville, and then, from her faded beamy, 
casing a glance of comparison at the bloom- 
ing prime of the lovely unknown by his 
si^, cardessly answered, that he todc tea* 
once in a day. 



( *2i ) 

Miss Brinville, . though by no means 
aware of the full effect of such a contrast, • 
had not failed to remark the direction of 
the wandering eye ; nor to feel the waste 
and inadequacy of her best smiles to 
draw it back. She was compelled, how> 
ever, to walk on, and lilllis now con« 
eluded that her bold and troublesome 
neighbour must be Sir l^yell Sycamore, 
who, seldom at home but to a given 
dinner, had never been present at any 
lesson of his sister’s. 

The chagrin of being seen and judged, 
so unfavourably, by a friend of Lord Mel- 
bury, was a little softened, by the hope 
that he would soon learn who she was from 
Miss Sycamore ; and that accident, not 
choice, had placed her thus ^lone in a 
public room. 

Miss Brinville had not more keenly 
observed the admiring looks of Sir Lyell, 
than the Baronet had remarked h^r own 
of haughty disdain, for the same object. 
This confirmed his idea of the fragile 
character of his solitary beauty ; though, 

VOL. II. G 
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Mirhile it fixed his pursuit, it deterred him 
' from manifesting his design. His quiet* 
ness, however, did not deceive Ellis ; the 
idmiration conveyed by his eyes was so 
wholly unmixed with respect, that, embar- 
rassed and comfortless, she knew not which 
way to turn her own. 

Mr. Tedman, soon after, peredving 
her to be alone, and unserved, came, 
with a good humoured smirk upon his 
countenance, to bring her a handful of 
cakes. It was in vain that she de- 
clined them; he placed them one by 
one, till he had counted half a dozen 
upon the form by her side, saying, 
•* Don’t be so coy, my dear, don’t be so 
coy. Young girls have appetites as 
well as old men, for I don’t find that 
that tudeling does much for one’s 
stomath; and I promise you, this cold 
February morning has served me for as 
good a whet, as if I was an errand boy 
up to this moment— -put in case 1 
ever was one before ; — which, however, 
is neither here nor there; though you 
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may as well,” he added, lowering his 
voice, and looking cautiously around,. 

not mention my happening to drop 
that word to my darter for she has so 
many fine blisses coming to see her, 
that she got acquainted with at the 
boarding-school, where 1 was over-per- 
suaded to put her — for 1 might have 
set up a good smart shop for the money 
it cost me ; but she had a prodigious 
hankering after being teached dancing, 
and the like ; and so now, when they 
come to see us, she wants to pass for as 
hne a toss up as themselves ! And, lauk 
adaisy ! put in case I was to let the cat out 
of the bag. — ’* 

Steadily as Ellis endeavoured to avoid 
looking either to the right or to the left^ 
she could not escape observing the surpi^ 
and diversion, which this viat and whiq>er 
afforded to Sir Lyell ; yet the good hu- 
mour of Mr. Tedman, and her conviction 
of the innocence of his kindness, made it 
impossible for her to repulse him with 
anger. 


c 2 
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Advancing, . next* his mouth close to 
her ear, he said, “ I should have been 
glad enough to have had you come and 
drink a cup of tea ivith I and my darter ; 
I can tell you that ; only my darter’s 
always in such a fuss about what the 
quality will think of her ; else, we 
are dull enough together, only she and 
me ; for, do what she w'ill, the quality 
don’t much mind her. So she's rather a 
bit in the sulks, poor dear. And, at best, 
she is but a so so hand at the agree* 
able. Though indeed, for the matter of 
that, I am no rare one myself ; except 
with my particulars ; put in case I am 
then.” 

He now, good*humouredly nodding, 
begged her not to spare the cakes, and 
promising she should have more if 
she were hungry, returned to his 
daughter. 

^Bir Lyeli, with a scarcely stifled laugh, 
and in a tone the most familiar, enquired 
whether she wished for any further refresh* 
meat. 
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Ellis, looking away from him, pronoun- 
ced a repulsive negative. 

An elderly gentleman, who was walk- 
ing up and down the room, now bowed 
to her. Not knowing him, she let his. 
salutation pass apparently disregarded ; 
when, some of her cakes accidentally fall- 
ing from the form, he eagerly picked 
them up, saying, as he grasped them in 
his hand, “ Faith, Madam, you had better 
have eaten them at once. You had, 
faith ! Few things are mended by de- 
lay. We are all at our best at first. 
These cakes are no more improved by, 
being mottled with the dirt of the floor, 
than a pretty woman is by being marked 
with the small pox. I know nothing that 
i’n’t the worse for a put-oflp, .... unless 
it be a quarrel.’* 

Ellis then, through his voice and lan- 
guage, discovered her fellow voyager, 
Mr. Riley ; though a considerable change, 
in his appearance, from his travelling garb, 
had prevented a more immediate recollec- 
tion. 

G 3 
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Additional disturbance now seized 
her, lest he should recur to the suspi- 
cious circumstances of her voyage and 
arrival. 

Wbile he still stood before her, de- 
claiming upon the squeezed cakes, which 
he held in his hand, Mr. Tedman, com- 
nig softly back, and gently pushing him 
aside, produced, with a seif-pleased coun- 
tenance, a small plate of bread and 
butter, saying, ** Look, here, my dear. 
I’ve brought you a few nice slices; for 
1 see the misfortune that befel my cakes, 
of their falling down; and I resolved 
you should not be the worse for it. 
But 1 advise you to eat this at once, for 
fear of accidents ; only take care,” with 
a smile, ** that you don’t grease your 
pretty fingers.” 

He did not smile angly; Sir Lyell more 
thanJitte him company, and Riley laughed 
akrtld, saying, 

** ’Twould be pity, indeed, if she did 
not take care of her pretty fingers, 
’twould, faith! when she can work them 
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so cunningly. I can*t imagine how the 
lady could sit so patiently, to h6ar that 
old Welsh man thrum the cords in thaf 
bang wang way, when she can touch 
them herself, like a little Queen David, 
to put all one’s feelings in a fever. 
I have listened at her door, . till I have 
tingled all over with heat, in the 
jnidjSt of the hard frost. And, some- 
times, t sat upon the stairs, to 

hear her, till I hav^ so bent 

double, and numbed, that my nooe has 
almost joined niy toes, and you might 
have rolled me down to the landing- 
place without uncurbing me. You might, 
faith L” 

Ellis now further discovered that 
Mr. Riley was the listening new lodger. 
Her apprehensions, however, of his re- 
collection subsided, when she found him 
wholly unsuspicious that he had ever 
seen her before; and called to mind her 
own personal disguise at their former 
meeting. 

Sir Lyell, piqued to see her mono* 
c 4 
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poliaed by . two such fogrums as lie 
thought Messieurs Riley and Tcdman, 
was bending forward to address her more 
freely himself, when Lady Barbara 
Frankland, suddenly perceiving her, flew 
to take her hand, w'ith the most cordial 
expressions of partial and alFectionaie re- 
gard. 

Sir I, yell Sycamore, after a mcmeiit 
of extreme surprise, combining this 
condescension \vith what Riley had 
said of her performance, surmized that 
his suspicious beauty must be the harp- 
mistress, who had been recommended 
to him by Miss ^irbe ; who taught his 
sister j and whose various accomplisli- 
ments had been extolled to him by 
Lord*' Melbury. That she should ap- 
pear, and remain, thus strangely alone 
in puiflic, marked her, nevertheless, 
in i^ts opinion, as, at least, an easy 
pit ^ ; though her situation with regard 
to liis sister, and a sense of decency 
with regard to her known protectors, 
made him instantly change his demea- 
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nour, and determme to desist from any 
obvious pursuit. 

Lady Barbara had no sooner returned to 
her aunt, than Sir Marmaduke Crawley, 
in the name of that lady, advanced with a 
request, that Miss Ellis would be so oblige 
ing as to try the instrument of the Welsh 
harper. 

Though this message was sent by Lady 
Kendover in terms of perfect politeness, 
and delivered by Sir Marmaduke with the 
most scrupulous courtesy, it caused Ellis 
extreme disturbance, from her uncon- 
querable repugnance to complying with 
her ladyship’s desire ; but, while she was 
entreating him to soften her refusal, by 
the most respectful expressions, his two 
sisftrs came hoydening up to her, chirg- 
ing him to take no denial, and protesting 
that they would either drag The Ellis to 
the harp, or the harp to The Ellis, if she 
stood dilly dallying any longer. And 
then, each seizing her by an arm, without 
any regard to her supplications, or to the 
shock which they inflicted upon the 
o 5 
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nerves of their brother> they would have 
put their threat into immediate execution, 
but for the weakness occasioned by their 
own immoderate laughter at their merry 
gambols ; which gave time for Lady Ken- 
dover to perceive the embarrassment and 
the struggles of Ellis, and to suffer her par« 
tial young admirer. Lady Barbara, to.be the 
bearer of a civil apology, and a recantation 
of the request. 

To this commission of the welUbred 
aunt, the kind-hearted niece added a 
positive insistance, that Ellis should join 
their party ; to which she rather drew 
than led her, seating her, almost forcibly, 
next to herself, with exulting delight at 
rescuing her from the turbulent Miss 
Criivleys. 

Lady Kendover, to whom the exact 
gradations of etiquette were always pre- 
setft, sought, by a look, to intimate to her 
niece, that while the Hon. Miss Arra- 
mede was standing, this was not the place 
for Ellis : but the niece, natural, inconsio 
derate, and zealous, understood not the 
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hint ; and the timid embarrassment of 
Ellis shewed so total a freedom from all 
obtrusive intentions, that her ladyship 
could not but forgive, however little she 
had desired the junction ; and, soon 
afterwards, encouragingly led her to 
join both in the conversation and the 
breakfast. 

Selina, now, ran to shake hands with her 
dear Ellis, expressing the warmest pleasure 
at her sight. Ellis as much, though not as 
disagreeably surprised by her notice now, 
as she had been by the more than neglect 
which had preceded it, was hesitating what 
judgment to form of either, when Miss 
Sycamore, from some distance, scornfully 
called out to her, ** Don’t fail to stop at 
our house in your way back to your lodg- 
ings, Miss Ellis, to look at my harp. 1 
believe it’s out of order.” 

Lady Kendover, whose invariable po- 
liteness made her peculiarly sensible of 
any fulure of that quality in another, 
perceiving Ellis extremely disconcerted, 
by the pointed malice of this humiliating 
o 6 
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command, at the moment that she was 
•bearing her part in superiour society, 
redoubled her own civilities, by attentions 
as marked and public as they were oblig- 
ing ; and, pleased by the modest gratitude 
with which they were received, had again 
restored the serenity of Ellis ; when a con- 
versation, unavoidably overheard, produced 
new disturbance. 

Mr. Riley, who had just recognized 
Ireton and Mrs. Maple, was loud in his 
satisfaction at again seeing two of his 
fellow-voyagers; and, in his usually un- 
ceremonious manner, began discoursing 
upon their late dangers and escape; not- 
withstanding all the efforts of Mrs. Maple, 
who knew nothing of his birth, situation 
in life, or fortune, to keep him at a dis- 
tance. 

** And pray,” cried he, ** how does 
j\iis Nelly .do ? She is a prodigious 
wver girl; she is faith! I took to her 
mightily ; though I did not much like 
that twist she had got to the wrong side 
of my politics. I longed prodigiously 

4 
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to give her a twitch back to the right. But 
how could you think. Ma’am, of taking 
over such a brisk, warm, young girl as 
that, at the very instant when the new- 
fangled doctrines were beginning to fer- 
ment in every comer of France ? boiling 
over in one half of their pates, to scald 
t’other half.” 

Mrs. Maple, however unwilling to hold 
a public conference with a person of 
whom she had never seen the pedigree, 
nor the rent-roll, could still less endure 
to let even a shadow of blame against 
herself pass unanswered : she therefore 
angrily said, that she had travelled for 
health, and not to trouble herself about 
politics. 

“ O, as to you. Ma’am, it's all one, at 
your years : but how you could fancy a 
skittish young girl, like that, could be 
put into such a hot bed of wild plants, 
and not shoot forth a few twigs herself, 
I can’t make out. You might as well 
send her to a dance, and tell her not to 
wag a foot. And pray what’s become 
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of Mr. Harleigh ? I’ve no where seen his 
fellow. He was the most of a manly 
gentleman that ever fell in my walk. 
And your poor ailing mamma, ’Squire 
Ireton ? Has she got the better of her 
squeamish fits ? She was duced bad aboard f 
and not much better ashore. Aq4r4hat 
Demoiselle, the black-skinned girl,,,^with 
the fine eyes and nose ? Where's she, 
too ? Have you ever heard what became of 
her ? ” 

Ellis, who every moment expected this 
question, had prepared herself to listen to it 
with apparent unconcern : but Selina, titter> 
ing, and again running up to her, and 
pinching her arm, asked whether it were 
not she, that that droll man me^t by the 
black-skinned girl ? 

“ She was a good funny girl, faith ! ” 
continued Riley. ** 1 was prodigiously 
div^ted with her. Yet we did nothing but 
quarrel. Though I don’t know why. But 
I could never find out who she was. I 
believe the devil himself could sot have 
made her speak.** 
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The continual Uttle laughs of Selina,, 
whom no supplications of Ellis could keep 
quiet, now attracted the notice of Lady 
Kendover j which so palpably encreased the 
confusion of Ellis, that the attention of 
her ladyship was sooa transferred to her* 
self. 

** She was but an odd hsh, I believe, 
after all,” Riley went on ; ” for, one day, 
when I was sauntering along Oxford Street, 
who should I meet but the noble Admiral ? 
the only one of our sett I have seen, till 
this moment, since I left Dover. And when 
we talked over our adventures, and I 
asked him if he knew any thing of the 
Demoiselle, how do you think she had 
served him ? She’s a comical hand, faith 1 
Only guess ! ” 

Ellis, now, apprehensive of some strange 
attack, involuntarily, looked at him, with 
as much amazement and attention, as he 
began to excite in all others who were 
near him ; while Mrs. Maple, personally 
alarmed, demanded whether the Admiral 
had found out that agiy fraud had 
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been practised upon him by that per- 
son ? 

“ Fraud ? ay, fraud enough ! '* cried 
Riley. ** She choused him neatly out of 
the hire of her place in the Diligence ; 
besides that guinea that we all saw him give 
her.*’ 

Ellis now coloured deeply ; and Ireton, 
heartily laughing, repeated the word 
“ choused ? ” while Mrs. Maple, off all 
guard, looked fiercely at Ellis, and ex- 
claimed, “ This is just what I have all along 
expected ! And who can tell who else may 
have been pilfered ? I protest I don’t think 
myself safe yet.” 

This hasty speech raised a lively cu- 
riosity in all around ; for all around 
had become listeners, from the loud 
voice of Riley i who now related that 
the Admirsd^ having paid the full fare 
for brin^l^ the black-skinned girl to 
town, called at the inn at which 
the iUge puts up in London, to enquire, 
dlWing her a stranger, whether she 
<.#ere safely arrived; and there he bad 
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been informed, that she had never made 
use of her place. 

Ellis had no time to dwell upon the 
cruel, but natural misconstruction, from 
the change of her plan, which had thus 
lost her the good opinion of the benevo- 
lent Admiral ; the speech which followed 
from Mrs. Maple was yet more terrific. 
** I have not the least doubt, then,” said 
that lady, in a tone of mingled triumph and 
rage, “ that she put the mbney for her 
place into her pocket, as well as the guinea, 
while she wheedled Mrs.Ireton into bringing 
her up to town gratis ! for I was all along 
sure she was an adventurer and an im- 
postor; with her blacks, and her whites, 
and her double face !” — 

She stopt abruptly, recollecting the cen- 
sure to which anger and self-importance 
were leading her, of having introduced into 
society, a creature of whom, from the 
origin of any knowledge of her, she had 
conceived so ill an opinion. 

But while the various changes of com- 
plexion, produced in Ellis by this oration. 
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were silently marked by Lady Kendover ^ 
and drew from Lady Barbara the most 
alFectionate enquiries whether she were 
indisposed ; the Miss CraWleysj who heard 
all that passed with their customary search 
of mirth, whether flowing from the ridi- 
culous, the singular, or the miscilievouS| 
now clamourously demanded what Mrs. 
Maple meant, by the double face, the 
blacks, and the whites. 

** Oh, no matter,** answered Mrs. M:q>le, 
stammering ; ** *tis not a thing worth 
talking of.’* 

“ But the blacks — and the whites — 
and the double face ?” cried Miss Crawley. 

Ay, the double face, the blacks, and 
the whites ?” cried Miss Di. 

“ The blacks',” said Mr. Riley, “ I 
understand well enough ; but I remember 
nothing about the double face. Surely the 
DcmdUiN could not hodge-podge herself 
i^tll' bhe of the whites ? What do you 
ihean by all that. Ma’am ?” 

. ** Pray ask me nothing about the 
matter,** replied Mrs. Maple, impatiently. 
S 
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** 1 am not at all accustomed to talk of 
people of that sort.** 

“Why, how’s all this?” cried Riley. 
“ Have any of you met with the Demoiselle 
again ?” 

Mrs. Maple would not deign to make any 
further reply. 

He addressed himself to Ireton, yrho 
only laughed. 

Well, this is droll enough ! it is, faith ! 
I begin to think the Demoiselle has ap- 
peared amongst you again. 1 wish you*d 
tell me, for I should like to see her 
of all things, for old acquaintance sake. 
She was but a dowdy piece of goods, 
to be sure ; but she had fine eyes, 
and a fine nose ; and she amused 
me prodigiously, she was so devilish 
shy.** 

“ You believe, then,** said Ireton, excited, 
not checked, by the palpable uneasiness of 
Ellis, ** that if you saw her again, you 
should know her ?” 

“ Know the Demoiselle ? ay, from 
agi hundred, with her beautiful black 
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marks, and insignia of the order of fisty 
cuffs.” 

“ I.ook for her, then, man ! Look for 
her !” 

** 1 shall want small compulsion for that, 
I promise you ; but where am I to look ? 
Is she here ?” 

Ireton nodded. 

“ Nay, then. Master Ireton, since you 
bid me look, lend me, at least, some sort of 
spectacles, that may help me to see through 
a mask ; for I am sure, if she be here, she 
must wear one.” 

“ Are you sure that, if you should see 
her without one, you should not mistake 
her?” 

“ Yes, faith, am I !” 

“ What will you bet upon it ?” 

“ What you will, ^Squire Ireton. A 
guinea to half a crown.” 

Mrs*" Maple, alarmed now, for her 
ow<^; credit, desired Ireton to enquire 
^tilfethcr her carriage were ready ; but 
Ireton, urged by an unmeaning love 
of mischief, which, ordinarily, forms 
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a large portion of the common cast 
of no character, would not rest till 
he had engaged Riley in a wager, that 
he could make him look his Demoi* 
selle full in the face, without recollecting 
her. 

Riley said that he should examine every 
lady, now, one by one, and take special 
note that she wore her own natural 
visage. 

He began with the jocund Miss Craw- 
leys, whose familiar gaiety, which deemed 
nothing indecorous that afforded them 
sport, encouraged him, by its flippant 
enjoyment, to proceed to others. But 
he no sooner advanced to Ellis, than 
she turned from his investigation, in so 
much disorder, that her kind young friend. 
Lady Barbara, enquired what was the 
matter. 

She endeavoured to controul her 
alarm, cheerfully answering that she 
was well ; bui Riley no sooner caught 
the sound of her voice, than riotously 
chapping his hands, he exclaimed, 
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** ‘Tis the Demoiselle ! Faith, *tis 
the Demoiselle herself! That’s her 
voice!', and those are her ^yes! And 
there’s her nose! It’s she, faith! And 
so here are the whites, and the double 
fece!” 

A laugh from Ireton confirmed his 
suggestion, while the change of coun- 
tenance in Ellis, satisfied all who could 
see her, that some discovery was made, 
or impending, which she earnestly wished 
concealed. 

Mrs. Maple, scarcely less disconcerted 
than herself, enquired again for her car- 
riage. 

“ Faith, this is droll enough ! it is, 
faith !” cried Riley, when his first transport 
of surprise subsided. “ So the Demoiselle 
is a Beauty, after all! And the finest 
harp-player, to boot, on this side King 
Dat^.” 

Ellis, dreadfully distressed, silently 
boAfed down her head. 

** I should like to have a model of 
her face,” continued Riley} “ to find 
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out how it’s done. What a fine fortone 
she may raise, if she will take up a patent 
for beauty-making ! I know 4nany a 
dowager that would give half she is 
worth for the secret. I should think you 
would not be sorry yourself, Mrs. Maple, 
to have a little touch of the art. It would 
not do you much harm, I can tell you. 
Ma’am.” 

The scornful looks of Mrs. Maple 
alone announced that she heard him; 
and the disturbed ones of Ellis made the 
same confession; but both were equally 
mute. 

“ you’ll pay for your sport, I can tell 
you. Master Ireton !” Riley triumph- 
antly went on ; “ for I shall claim my 
wager. But pray. Demoiselle, what’s 
become of all those plaisters and patches, 
as well as of the black coat over the skin ? 
One could see nothing but eyes and 
nose. And very handsome eyes and 
nose they are. I don’t know that I ever 
saw fjner ; I don’t, faith ! However, 
ladiesf you need none of you despair of 
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turning out beauties, in the long run, if 
she’ll lend you a hand ; for the ugliest 
Signora among you i’n’t so frightful as 
poor Demoiselle was, when we saw her 
first ; with her bruises, and scars, and 
bandages.” 

Overwhelmed with shame at this dis- 
graceful, and, in public, unanswerable at- 
tack, Ellis, utterly confounded, was pain- 
fully revolving in her mind, what vindica- 
tion she might venture to offer ; and whe- 
ther it were better to speak at once, or 
afterwards, and individuaOy j-when, at the 
intimation of these deceits and disguises, 
the whole party turned towards her with 
alarmed and suspicious looks ; and then 
abruptly arose to depart ; Lady Kendover, 
taking the hand of her young niece, who 
still w'ould have fondled Ellis, leading 
the way. Miss Arbc alone, of all the 
societ|f, „l0 which Ellis w’as known, per- 
fearing to lose her useful mistress, 
tplptived to whisper, “ Good morning. 
Miss Ellis : I’ll call upon you to mor- 
row.’* While all others, with %jst-up 
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eyes and hands, hurried off, as if contagion 
were in her vicinity. 

Riley, claiming his wager, followed 
Ireton. 

PetriBed at her own atuation, Elhs 
remained immovaUe, till she was roused 
from her con^emation, by a fiuniliar 
offer, from Sir Lyell Sycamore, to attend 
her home. 

Fearful of fresh offence, she recovered, 
from her dismay to rise ; but, when she 
saw that the bold Baronet was fixed to 
accompany her, the dread of such an ap* 
pearance to any one that she might meet, 
after the disastrous scene in which she had 
been engaged, . frightened her into again 
sitting down. 

Sir Lyell stood or sauntered before her, 
meaning to mark her to the gentlemen who 
still lingered, observant and curious, in the 
room, as his property ; till Mr. Tedman, 
coming back from an inner apartment, 
begged, in the civilest manner, leave to 
pass, and carry a glass of white wine negus 
to the young music-player, which he bad 
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saved out of a bowl that he had been making 
for himself. 

Oh, by all manner of means, Sir!** 
cried Sir Lyell, sneeringly giving way : 
“ pray don't let me mar your generosity !’* 

Ellis declined the negus, but, rejoicing, 
in any safe and honest protection, entreated 
that Mr. Tedman would have the goodness 
to order one of his servants to see her 
home. 

4 

Sir Lyell, sneeringly, and agtun placing 
himself before her, demanded to play the 
part of the domestic ; and Mr. Tedman, 
extremely disconcerted, as well as disap' 
pointed by the rejection of his negus, hung 
back ashamed. 

Ellis, now, feeling a call for the most 
spirited exertion to rescue herself from this 
impertinence, begged Mr. Tedman to stop; 
and then, addressing the young Baronet 
with dignity, said, ** If, as I believe, I 
have the honour of speaking to Sir Lyell 
$yca{more, he will rather, I trust, thank me, 
than, be offended, that I take the liberty to 
assure him, that he will gratify the sister 
4 



( »47 ) 


of his friend, — gratify Lady Aurora Gran- 
ville, — by securing me from being mo- 
lested.” 

Had she named Lord Melbury, the ready 
suspicions of libertinism would but have 
added to the familiarity of the Baronet’s 
pursuit ; but the mention of Lady Aurora 
Granville startled him into respect, and he 
involuntarily bowed, as he made way for her 
to proceed. She then eagerly followed 
Mr. Tedman out of the room ; while Sir 
Lyell merely vented his spleen, by joining 
some of his remaining companions, in a 
hearty laugh, at the maimers, the dress, 
the age, and the liberality of her chosen 
esquire. 


H 2 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

'' ( ■'HE shock pven to Ellis by this scene 
of apparent detection and disgrace, 
prevoited not Mr. Tedman from exulting 
at a mark of preference, which he consi> 
dered as a letting down to what he called 
the quality. He ordered his footman to 
see Miss safe to her lodgmg i and regretted 
that he could not take her to it in his own 
coach, ** which I would certainly, my 
dear, do,” he said, but for the par- 
ticularity of my darter, who will never 
consent- to the most minimus thing in the 
wwld, but what she thinks will be agree- 
able to the quality.” 

Ellis passed the rest of the day in the 
most severe inquietude, ruminating upon 
thft ill effects that would probably result 
from an attack which she had beat so 
little able to parry. Vainly she ex- 
pected Miss Arbe, from whom alone 
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she had any hope of support ; and the 
apprehension of being forsaken even 
by her professed patroness, made the- 
thought of appearing before Lady Ken* 
dover grow seriously formidable : but 
all fears were trifling comp^ed to the 
consternation with which they termi- 
nated, when, the next day, while hncy- 
ing that every sound would prove the 
chaise of Miss Arbe, hour after hour 
passed, without any carriage, any mes- 
sage ; and, finally, the night closed in by 
the reception of a note from the steward 
of Lady Kendover, to demand the ac- 
count of Miss Ellis, as Lady Barbara 
Frankland did not purpose to take any 
more lessons. 

The abruptness of this dismission, and 
the indelicacy of sending it through a 
domestic, were not more offensive to the 
feelings of Ellis, than the consequences to 
be expected from such a measure of hos- 
tility, were menacing to her present plan of 
existence. 

She was still deliberating in what 
H 3 
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manner to address some sort of self- 
justification to Lady Kendover, when 
a similar note ari^ved from the butler 
of Lady Arramede. 

The indignant sensations which these 
testimonies of utter contempt excited in 
Ellis, were embittered by every kind of 
perplexity. She had not courage to 
present herself to any other of her 
scholars, while uncertain whether she 
might not meet with treatment equally 
scornful; and in this state of depression 
and panic, she rejoiced to receive a visit, 
the following morning, even from Miss 
Bydel, as some mark of female countenance 
and protection. 

Yet the opening to this interview seemed 
not very propitious: Miss Bydel, instead 
of ascending the stairs, as usual, seated her- 
self with Miss Matson, and sent for Ellis ; 
who obei^d the call with extreme ill will, 
consc^^^ how little fit for a milliner’s 
sl^l^'was either what she might be called 
tlpoh to say, or what she might be con- 
strained to hear. 
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Miss By del failed not to take, this 
opportunity of making sundry enquiries 
into the manner in which Ellis passed 
her time j whom she saw ; whither she 
went ; what sort of table she kept ; and 
what allowance she made for the trouble 
which she gave to the servants. 

“ Well, my dear,” she cried, “ this is 
but a bad affair, this business of the day 
before yesterday. I have been to Mrs. 
Maple, and I have worked out the truth, 
at last ; though nobody would believe the 
pains it cost me before I could sift it to 
the bottom. However, the most extraor- 
dinary part is, that when all came to all, 
she did not tell me who you were ! for she 
persists she don’t so much as know it her- 
self!” 

The surprise of the milliners, and the 
disturbance of Ellis, were alike unheeded 
by Miss Bydel, whose sole solicitude was 
to come to the point. 

“ Now the thing I principally want to 
know, my dear, is whether this is true ? 
for though I would not for ever so much 

H 4 - 
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doubt Mrs. Maple’s word, this is such a 
prodigious odd thing, ■ that I can’t give it 
the least credit.” 

Ellis, in much confusion, besought that 
she would have the goodness to walk up 
stairs. 

** No, no ; we are very well here ; only 
be so kind as to let me know why you 
make such a secret of who you are ? Every 
body asks me the question, go where I will ; 
and it’s making me look no better than a 
fool ; to think I should be at such an 
expence as to hire a harp for a person I 
know nothing of.” 

Affrighted at the effect which this dis> 
play of her poverty, and detection of it’s 
mystery, might produce upon her hostess, 
Ellis was again entreating for a tite d tetCf 
when Mr. Riley, descending from his 
room to pass through the shop, exclaimed, 
pill! the .Demoiselle ? Why I had 
^the pleasure to meet you down here 
||gi>r*, Ma’am?” 

’ “ Well, if this is not the’ gentleman 
who told us all those odd things about 
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you at the concert 1” cried Miss Bydel : 

I should not be sorry to speak a word 
or two to him myself. You were one 
of the passengers, I think, Sir, who, 
came over in the same boat with Mrs. 
]\Iaple ? And glad enough you must have 
been to have got back ; though I sup- 
pose you were only there upon business. 
Sir?” 

“ Not a whit. Madam ! not a whit, faith! 
1 never make bad better. 1 make that a 
rule. I always state the worst, that is to 
say the truth, in my own case as well 
as in my neighbour's.” 

“ Why then pray. Sir, if it’s no secret, 
— what might be the reason of your going 
over to such a place ?’* 

** Curiosity, Madam ! Neither more 
nor less. 1 was agog to know what those 
famous Mounseers were about ; and' whe- 
ther there were any Revolution really 
going forward amongst them, or not* 
For 1 used often to think they invented 
tales here in England, basking by their 
own fire ^es, that had not aa atom c£ 
H 5 
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truth in them. I thought so, faith ! But 
.1 paid for my scepticism ! I was cast 
into prison, by Master Robertspierre, a 
demon of an attorney, that now rules 
the roast in France, without knowing 
what the devil it was for ; while I 
was only gaping about me, to see what 
sort of a figure Mounseer would make as a 
liberty boy ! But I shall be content to look 
after my own liberty in future ! I shall, 
faith. So one’s never too old to learn ; as 
you may find yourself. Madam, if you’ll 
take the trouble to cross the little canal, 
on a visit to Master Robertspierre. He’ll 
teach you gratis, I give you my word, if 
you have a fancy to take a few lessons. He 
won’t mind your age of a hg, any more 
than he did mine ; though I imagine you to 
be some years my senior.” 

f ' i don’t know what you may imagine, 
i0t* Bydel ; but you can’t 

know much of the matter, I think, if you 
have not seen my register.-” 

Nay, Ma’am, you may just as well 
be my jimior, for any knowledge 1 have 
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about it. Women look old so much sooner 
than men, that there is no judging by the- 
exteriour.** 

“ Well, Sir, and If they do, I don’t 
know any great right you have to call them' 
to account for it.*’ 

Bless me. Sir!” cried Miss Matson, 
** if you knew Miss Ellis all this time, why 
did you ask us all so many questions about 
her, as if you had never seen her before in 
your life ?*’ 

“ Why I never had ! That’s the very 
problem that wants solving I Though I had' 
spent a good seven or eight hours as near 
to her as I am to you, I never had seen her 
before !’* 

“ Oh ! you mean because of her dis- 
guise, I take it. Sir ?” said* Miss By del ; 
‘‘ but I heard all that at the very first, 
from Miss Selina Joddrel ; but Miss Eli- 
nor told us it was only put on for escap- 
ing j so I thought no more about it ; 
for Mrs. Maple assured us she was a 
young lady of family and fashion, for 
else she would never, she said, have let 
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her act with us. And this we all be- 
lieved easily enough, as Mrs. Maple’s own 
nieces were such chief performers ; so that 
who could have expected such a turn 
all at once, as fell out the day before yes- 
terday, of her proving to be such a mere 
nothing ?” 

Ellis would now have retired, but 
Miss Bydel, holding her gown, desired her 
to waif. 

“ Faith, Madam, as to her being a 
mere nothing,” said Riley, “ I don’t 
know that any of us are much better 
than nothing, when we sift ourselves to 
our origin. What are you yourself, 
Ma’am, for one?” 


I, Sir? I’m descended from a gen- 
tleman’s family, I assure you ! 1 don’t know 
what you mean by such a question ?” 


** }fhy then you are descended from 
supBody who was rich without either 
Ippble or merit ; for that’s all that your 
gentleman is, as far as belongs to birth. 


The man amongst your, grand-dads who 


first got the money, is the only one 
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worth praising; and he, who was he? 
Why some one who baked sugar, or 
brewed’ beer, better than his neighbours ; 
or who slashed and hewed his fellow-crea- 
tures with greater fury than they could 
slash and hew him in return ; or who culled 
the daintiest herbs for the cure of gluttony; 
or filled his coflers with the best address, 
in emptying those of the knaves and fools 
who had been set together by the ears. 
Such, Ma’am, are the origins of your Eng- 
lish gentlemen.” 

“ That, Sir, is as people take things. 
But the most particular part of the affair 
here, is, that here is a person that we have 
got in the very midst of us, without so 
much as knowing her name! for, would 
you believe it. Miss Matson, they tell me 
she had no name at all, till I gave her 
one ? For I was the very first person that 
called her Miss Ellis i And so here 1 have 
been a godmother, without going to a chris- 
tening !” 

Miss Matson expressed her surprise, with 
a look towards Ellis that visibly marked a 
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diminution of respect; while one of the 
young women, who had fetched Ellis a 
chair, at the back of which she had been 
courteously standing, now freely dropt into 
it herself. 

** But pray. Sir, as we are upon the 
subject,** continued Miss Bydel- “ give 
me leave to ask what you thought of this 
Miss we don*t know who, at the begin* 

• f « 

rung. 

** Faith, Madam, I had less to do 
with her than any of them. The De- 
moiselle and I did not hit it oiF together 
at all. 1 could never get her to speak 
for the life of me. Ask what I would, 
she gave me no answer. I was in a 
devil of an ill humour with her some- 
times ; but I hope the Demoiselle will 
excuse that, 1 was so plaguy qualmish : 
for when a man with an empty stomach 
can’t eat but he turns «ck, nor fast, but 
he fei^ his bowels nipt with hunger, he 
is. li nb very good temper of mind for 
mtig sociable. However, the Demoi- 
selle must know but little of human na- 
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ture, if she fancies she can judge before 
breakfast what a man may be after 
dinner.” 

They were here broken in upon by 
the appearance of Mr. Tedman, who, 
gently opening the jshop-door, and care- 
fully closing it again before he spoke 
or looked round, was beginning a whis- 
pering enquiry after the young music- 
maker ; when, perceiving her, he ex- 
claimed, “ Mercy me, why, where 
were my eyes? Why, my dear, I never 
hapt to light upon you in the shop be- 
fore! And I often pop in, to buy me a 
bit of ribbon for my pig-tail; or some 
odd little matter or other. However, I 
have called now on purpose to have a little 
bit of chat with you, about that consort of 
music that we was at the day before yes- 
terday.” 

Miss Bydel, in a low voice, enquired the 
name of this gentleman ; and, hearing 
that he was a man of large fortune, said 
to Ellis, ** Why you seem to be intimate 
friends together, my dear ! Pray, Sir, if 
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one may ask such a thing, how long may 
you and this young person have known 
one another?” 

“ How long, Ma’am ? Why I’d never 
sate eyes upon Miss a fortnight ago 1 But 
she’s music-learner to my darter. And 
they tell me kite’s one of tlie best ; which I 
think like enough to be true, for she tudles 
upon them wires the prettiest of any thing 
I ever heard.” 

“ And pray, Sir, if you have no objec- 
tion to telling it, how might she come to be 
recommended to you ? for I never heard 
Miss Arbe mention having the pleasure of 
your acquaintance.” 

Miss Arbe ? I don’t know that 
ever I heard the lady’s name in my life. 
Ma’am. Though, if she’s one of the 
quality, my darter has, 1 make small 
doubt, for she sets great store upon 
knowing the names of all the quality ; 
put incase she can light upon any body 
that can count them over to her. But 
the way I heard of this music-miss was 
at the book-shop, where my darter al- 

14 
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ways makes me go to subscribe, that 
our names, she says, may come out in, 
print, with the rest of the gentry. And 
there my darter was put upon buying one 
of* those tudeling things herself ; for she 
heard say as a young lady was come over 
from France, that learns all the quality. 
So that was enough for my darter ; for 
there’s nothing the mode like coming from 
France. It makes any thing go down. 
And ’twould be a remarkable cheap job, 
they said, for the young lady was in such 
prodigious want of cash, as one MissBydel, 
her particular friend, told us in the shop, 
that she'd jump at any price; put in 
case she could but get paid. So, upon 
that ” 

The narration was here interrupted 
by Sir Lyell Sycamore, who, having 
caught a glimpse of Ellis through the glass- 
door, entered the shop with a smile of 
admiration and pleasure ; though, at sight 
of Mr. Tedman, it was changed into one 
of insolence and derison. With a care- 
less swing of his hat, and of his whole 
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person, he negligently said, that he hoped 
she had caught no cold at the concert ; ‘ 
or at least none beyond what the cakes, 
the bread and butter, or the negus, of her 
gallant and liberal admirer, had been able to 
cure. 

Mr. Tedman, much affronted, mumbled 
the gilt head of his cane ; Ellis gravely 
looked another way, without deigning to 
make any answer ; and Riley exclaimed, 
** O, faith, if you expect a reply from the 
Demoiselle, except she’s in a talking hu- 
mour, you’ll find yourself confoundedly 
out in your reckoning! You will, faith! 
Unless you light upon something that hap- 
pens to hit her taste, you may sail from the 
north pole to the south, and return home 
by a voyage round the world, before 
she’ll have been moved to squeeze out a 
syllable.” 

The young Baronet, disdaining the plain 
appearance, and rough dialect and man- 
fters of Riley, nearly as much as he de- 
spsed the more civil garrulity and mean- 
ness of Tedman, was turning scoffingly 
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upon his heel, when he overheard the latter 
say, in a low voice, to Ellis, “ Suppose we 
two go up stairs to your room, to have our 
talk, my dear ; for I don’t see what we get 
by staying down with the quality, only to be 
made game of.” 

Highly provoked, yet haughtily smiling, 
“ I see,” said the Baronet, “ for whose in- 
terest I am to apply, if I wish for the honour 
of a private audience !” 

“ Well, if you do,” said Mr. Tedman, 
muttering between his teeth, it’s only a 
sign Miss knows I would not misbehave 
myself.” 

Sir Lyell now, not able to keep his 
countenance, went to the other end of 
the shop } and pitched upon the prettiest 
and youngest of Miss Matson's work- 
women, to ask some advice relative to his 
cravats. 

Mr. Tedman, in doubt whether this 
retreat were the effect of contempt, or 
of being worsted, whispered to Ellis, 
“ Oiie knows nothing of life, as one may. 
say, without coming among the quality! 
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I should have thought, put in case any 
body had asked me my opinion, that 
that gentleman was quite hohind band 
as to his manners; for I’ll warrant it 
would not be taken well from me, if I 
was to behave so ! but any thing goes 
“down from the quality, by way of 
politeness/’ 

“ Sir Lyell Sycamore,” said Miss 
Bydel, who was as hard, though not as 
bold as himself, ** if it won’t be imper* 
tinent, I should be glad to know how 
you first got acquainted with this young 
person ? for I can’t make out how it is 
so many people happen to know her. 
Not that I mean in the least to dive 
into . any body’s private affairs ; but 1 have 
a particular reason for what 1 ask ; so I 
shall take it as a favour, Sir Lyell, if you’ll 
tell me.” 

.f‘ rMost willingly, Ma’am, upon condi- 
liMQ you will be so kind as to tell me, in 
letuni, whether this young lady is under 
your care ? ” 

“ Under my care. Sir Lyell ? Don’t you 
know who ! am, then ?” 
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A supercilious smile said No. 

“ Well, that's really odd enough ! 
Did not you see me with Mrs. Maple at 
that blind harper’s concert?” 

“ Faith, Madam,” cried Riley, ** when 
a man has but one pair of eyes, yop 
elderly ladies can’t have much chance of 
getting a look, if a young lass is by. 
The Demoiselle deserves a full pair to 
herself.” 

“ Why yes. Sir, that’s true enough 1” 
said Mr. Tedman, simpering, “ the young 
lady deserves a pair of eyes to herself! 
She’s well enough to look at, to be 
sure I” 

“ If she has your eyes to herself. Sir,” 
said Sir Lyell, contemptuously, “ she must 
be happy indeed !” 

She should haye mine, if ^e would 
accept them, though 1 had an hundred !” 
cried Riley. 

Ellis, now, was only restrained from 
forcing her way up stairs, through the 
apprehension of exciting fresh sneers, by 
an offered pursuit of Mr. Tedman. 
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Don’t mind them, my dear,” cried 
Miss Bydel ; ** I’ll soon set them right. 
If you have any naughty thoughts, gen- 
tlemen, relative to this young person, you 
must give me leave to inform you that you 
are mistaken; for though I don’t know 
who she is, nor where she comes from, 
nor even so much as what is her name ; 
except that I gave her myself, without in 
the least meaning it; still you may take 
my word for it she is a person of charac- 
ter; for ‘Mrs. Maple herself, though she 
confessed how the young woman played 
upon her, with one contrivance after an- 
other, to ferret herself into the house ; 
declared, for positive, that she was quite 
too particular about her acquaintances, to 
let her stay, if she had not been a person 
of virtue^ And, besides. Sir Lyell, my 
young Lord Melbury — ” 

At this name Ellis started and changed 
colour. 

“ My young Lord Melbury, Sir Lyell, 
as young lords will do, offered to make 
her his unstress ; and, I can give you my 
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word for it, she positively refused him. 
This his young lordship told to Mr. Ireton, 
from whom I had it; that is, from Mrs. 
Maple, which is the same thing. Is it, 
not true, Mrs. Ellis ? or Mrs. something 
else, I don’t know what ?’* 

The most forcible emotions were now 
painted upon the countenance of Ellis, 
who, unable to endure any longer such 
offensive discourse, disengaged herself from 
Miss Bydel, and, ’ no longer heeding Mr. 
Tedman, hurried up stairs. 

Sir Lyell Sycamore stared after her, for 
a few minutes, with mingled surprise, curi- 
osity, admiration, and pique; and then 
loitered out of the shop. 

Riley, shouting aloud, said the Demoi- 
sclle always amused him ; and followed. 

Mr. Tedman, not daring, after the in- 
sinuations of Sir Lyell, to attempt pur- 
sumg the young music-maker^ produced a 
paper-packet, consisting of almonds, and 
raisins, and French plums ; saying, I 
intended to pop these nice things upon 
that young Miss's table, unbeknown to 
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her, for a surprise ; for I did not like to 
come empty handed ; for I know your 
young house^keepers never afford them- 
selves little dainties of this kind ; so I 
poked together all that was left, out of 
all the plates, after desert, yesterday, when 
we happened to have a very handsome 
dinner, because of company. So youMl 
be sure to give her the whole, Mrs. 
Matson. Don’t leave ’em about now! 
Ihey are but tempting things.” 

Miss Bydel remained last ; unable to 
prevail upon herself to depart, while she 
could suggest a single interrogatory for 
the gratification of her curiosity. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

retreat sought by Ellis, from a 
recital as ofiensive to her ear as it 
was afflicting to her heart, was not long 
uninterrupted : Miss Arbc, next, made 
her appearance. Gravely, but civilly, 
she lamented the disturbance at the con- 
cert i paradingly assuring Ellis that she 
should have called sooner, but that she 
had incessantly been occupied in endea- 
vours to serve her. She had conversed 
with every one of her scholars j but 
nothing was yet quite decided, as to 
what would be the result of that strange 
attack. Poor Mrs. Maple, to whom, of 
course, she had made her first visit, seemed 
herself in the utmost distress ; one moment 
repining, that she had suffered her charity 
to delude her into countenancing a person ^ 
so unknown ; and another, vindicating her- 
vo^. 11. 1 



self warmly from all possible imputation of 
indiscretion, by ilio most positive affirm- 
ations of the unblemished reputation of 
Miss Eliis; and these assertion's, most 
fortunately, had, at length, determined 
MissBydel to support her, for how else, 
as she justly asked, shouItT sher- get the 
money repaid that she had advanced for 
the harp ? 

“ And Miss Bydcl,” continued Miss 
Arbe, “ like all other old maids, is so 
precise about those sort of particulars, 
that, though she has not the smallest 
influence with any body of any conse- 
quence, as to, any thing else, she is 
always depended upon for that sort of 
thing. Wc must not, therefore, shew her 
that we despise her, for she may be use- 
ful enough ; especially in letting you 
have the harp, you know, that vve may 
still enjoy a little music together. For 
I can make her do whatever I please for 
the sake of my company.” 

Ellis had long known that the civilities 
which she owed to Miss Arbe, had their 
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sole motive in selfishness; but the total 

carelessness of giving them any other- 
colour, became, now, so glaring, that 

she could with difficulty conceal the de- 
crease either of her respect or of her 
gratitude. 

Miss Arbe, however, was but little 

troubled witli that species of delicacy 
which is solicito-as to watch, that it may 
spare the feelings of others. She con- 
tinued, therefore, what she had to offer, 
hurrying to come to a conclusion, as she 
had not, she declared, three minutes to 
stay. 

If Lady Kendover, she said, could be 
brought over, every body would follow; 
not excepting Lady Arramede, who was 
obliged to be so great a niggard, in the 
midst of her splendid cxpences, that she 
would be quite enchanted to renew hef 
daughter’s kssons, with so economical 
a mistress, if once she could be satisfied 
that she would be sustained by other 
persons of fashion. But Lady Kendover, 
who did not wait to be led, protested 
1 2 
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that she could by no means place her 
joiece again under the tuition of Miss 
Ellisy till the concert-scene should be 
explained. 

Miss Arbe then asked whether Ellis 
would give it any explanation. 

Ellis dejectedly answered , that she could 
offer no other, than that necesssity had 
forced her to disguise herself, that she 
might make her escape. 

“ Well but, then, people say,” cried 
Miss Arbe, “ now that your escape is 
made, why don’t you speak out ! That’s 
the cry every where.” 

Ellis looked down, distressed, ashamed ; 
and Miss Arbe declared that she had 
not another moment at present, for dis- 
cussion, but would call again, to settle 
what should be done on Monday. Mean- 
time, she had brought some new music 
with her, which she wished to try j for 
the time was so unaccountable, that she 
could not make out a bar of it. 

Ellis heartily felicitated herself upon 
every occasion, by which she could 
lessen obligations of which she now felt 
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the full weight, and, with the utmost 
alacrity, took her harp. 

Miss Arbe here had so much to study, 
so many passages to pick out, and such an 
eagerness to practise till she could con* 
quer their difficulties, that she soon for- 
got that she had not a moment to spare ; 
and two hours already had been conse- 
crated to her improvement, when intel- 
ligence was brought that Mr. Tedman*s 
carriage was come for Miss Ellis. 

“ You must not accept it for the 
world!" cried Miss Arbe. ** If, at the 
moment people of distinction are shy of 
you, you are known to cultivate amongst 
mechanics, and people of that sort, it’s 
all over with you. Persons of fashion 
can’t possibly notice you again.’’ 

She then added, that, after the scene 
of the preceding day. Miss Ellis must 
make it a point to let the first house that 
she entered be that of somebody of con- 
dition. She might go amongst trades- 
people as much as she pleased, when 
once she was established amongst per- 

* 3 



C <74 ) 


sons of rank; for trades>peoplc were so 
much the best paymasters, that nobody 
could be angry if artists were partial 
ta them ; but they must by no means 
take the lead ; nor suppose that they 
were to have any hours but those that 
would not suit other people. As she 
could not, therefore, re-commence her 
career at Lady Kendo ver’s, or at Lady 
Arramede’s, she must try to get received 
at Miss Sycamore’s ; — - or, if that should 
be too difficult, at the Miss Crawleys, 
who would object to nothing, as they 
cared for nobody’s opinion, and made 
it a rule to follow nobody’s advice. 
And this they took so little pains to 
hide from the world, iliat their counte- 
nance would not be of the least service, 
but for their living with Sir Marmaduke, 
who was scrupulosity itself. This being 
the case, joined to their extreme youth, 
they had not yet been set down, as they 
must necessarily be, in a few years, for 
jpersons of no weight, and father detri- 
tnental than advantageous to people of 
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ivo coiit'/quenc?. At present, therefore, 
tllis iiiij^ht safely make her court to them, 
as she could always drop them when they 
becatne dangerous, or of no use. And 
just now she must snap at whoever and 
whatever could help to bring her again 
into credit. And the Miss Crawleys, 
though each of them was as wilful as a 
spoiled child, as full of tricks as a school- 
boy, and of as boisterous mirth as a 
dairy-maid, were yet asters of a baronet, 
and born of a very good family ; and 
therefore they would be nxore serviceable 
to her than that vulgar Miss Tcdman, even 
though she were an angel. 

Ellis listened in silent, and scarcely 

* * 

concealed disdain, to these worldly pre- 
cepts; yet Miss Tcdman was so utterly 
disagreeable, and the sneers of Sir Lycll 
Sycamore had added such repugnance to 
her dir taste of the civilities of Mr. Tedraan, 
that she did not attempt opposing the 
dictatorial proceedings of Miss Arbe ; 
who gave orders, that the coachman 
should be told that Miss Ellis was indis- 
I 4 
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posed, and sent her compliments, but 
could not viait upon Miss Tedman till 
the next week. 

She then again went on with her un- 
acknowledged, but not less, to her tu- 
tress, laborious lesson, till she was ob- 
liged to haften to her toilette, for her 
dinner-engagement j leaving Ellis in the 
utmost alarm for her whole scheme ; and 
tormented with a thousand fears, because 
unable to fix upon any standard for the 
regulation of her conduct. 

The next day was Sunday. Ellis had 
constantly on that day attended divine wor- 
ship, during the month which she had 
spent at Brighthelmstone ; and now, to a 
call stronger than usual for the consolation 
which it might afford her, she joined an 
Opinion, that to stay away, in her present 
ciropiaistanccs, might have an air of ab- 
jtiinding, or of culpability. 

.;^' She was placed, as usual, in a pew, 
with some other decent strangers, by a 
fee to the pew-opener; but she had the 
mortification to find, when the service 
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was over, that the dry clear frost, of the 
latter end of March, which had enabled 
her to walk to the church, was broken 
up by a heavy shower of rain. She had 
been amongst the first to hurry away, 
in the hope of escaping unnoticed, by 
hastening down the hill, on which -the 
church is built, before the higher ranks 
of the congregation left their pews; but, 
arrived at the porch, she was compelled 
to stop f she was unprovided with an unv* 
brella, and the rain was so violent that, 
without one, she must have been wet 
through in a minute. 

^ She would have made way back to the 
pew which she had quitted, to wait for 
more moderate weather; ’but the whole 
congregation was coming forth, and there 
was no re>passing. 

She was the more sensibly vexed at 
being thus impeded, frofti finding her- 
self, almost immediately, joined by Sir 
Lyell Sycamore ; whose eagerness to 
speak to her by no means concealed 
his embarrassment in what mannec 
* 5 
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to address, or to think of her. He 
was making various offers of service; 
to find the pew-opener; to give her a 
■ seat to herself ; to fetch her a chaise 
from the nearest inn ; <)r an umbrella 
from his own carriage ; when iJirs. 
and Miss Brinville, who hurried from 
their pew, the instant that they saw the 
Baronet depart, cast upon them looks of 
such suspicious disdain, that he deemed 
it necessary, though he smiled ^nd ap- 
peared gratified by their undisguised 
pique, to walk on with then> to their car- 
rijge ; whispering, however, to Ellis, 
that he should return to take her undex 
his care. 

Ellis, extrethely shocked, could not 
endure to remain on the same spot, as if 
awaiting his services ; she glided, there- 
fore* into a corner, close to the door ; 
, lusting that the crowd, which' incom- 
^%»ded, would at least protect her from 
being seen: but she had not been sta- 
tioned there a moment, before She had 
the unwelcome surpriae of hearing the 
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words, “ Why, Mr. Stubbs, if here is 
not M|Ss Ellis !” and finding that she had 
placed herself between young Gooch, 
the farmer’s son, and Mr. Stubbs, the old 
steward. 

• 4 

“ Good now. Ma’am,” the young 
man cried, “ why I have never seen 700 
since that night of our all acting toge- 
ther in that play, when you out-topped us 
all so to nothing ! I never saw the like, 
not even at the real play. And some of 
the judges said, you were not nntch short 
of what they be at the grand London 
theatre itself. I suppose, Ma’am, you 
^^ere pretty well used to acting in 
France ? for they say all the French 
are actors or’ dancers, ekeept just them 
that go to the w^rs. I should like to 
know. Ma’am, whether they pop off them 
players and fidlers at the same rate they 
do the rest ? for, if they 3 o, it’s a wonder 
how they can get ’em to go on acting and 
piping, and jiggetting about, and such 
like, if they know they are so soon to 
have their beads off, all the same. You 
1 6 
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could not get wo English now to do so, 
just before being hanged, or shot. But 
the French a’n’t very thoughtful. They’re 
always ready for a jig.” 

“ I am sorry 1 had no, notice of seeing 
you here to day. Ma’am,” s^id ^r. 
Stubbs, “ for if I had, 1 would have 
brought my bit of paper with me, that 
I’ve writ down my queries upon, about 
raising the rents in those parts, and the 
price that land holds in general ; and 
about a purchase that I am advised to 
niake. — 

But 1 should like much to know. 
Ma’am,” resumed Gooch, “ whether it’j 
a truth, what I’ve been told at our club, 
that your commonest soldier in France, 
when once he can bring proof he has 
killed you his dozen or so, with his own 
hand, is made a general upon the spot ? 
If that’s the case, to be sure it’s no great 
IMiider there’s so much blood shed; for 
inch encouragement as that’s enough to 
nake soldiers of the very women and 
. children.” 
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“ Why, I am told, the French have no 
great head,” said Mr. Stubbs, “ except for 
the wars ; and that’s what makes the land 
so cheap ; for, I am told, you may bu/ an 
estate, of a thoufand or two acres, for an 
old song. • And that’s the reason I am 
thinking of making a purchase. The only 
point is, how to see the premises without 
the danger of crossing the seas ^ and how 
to strike the bargain.” 

Ellis, thus beset, was not sorry to be 
joined by Mr. Scope, who, though more 
formal and tedious than either of the 
others, was a gentleman, spoke in a lower 
tone of voice, and attracted less atten* 
tion. 

“ I am happy. Ma’am,” he said, “ to 
have met with you again ; for I have wish- 
ed for fomc time to hold a little discourse 
with you, relative to the rites practised 
abroad, as to that Goddess of Reason, 
that, as I am credibly informed, has 
been set up by Mr. Robert-Spierre, 
Now 1 should wish to inquire, what 
good they expect to accrue by pro- 
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claiming, one day, that there is no reli- 
gion, and then the next day, making a 
new one by the figure of a woman. It 
is hardly to be supposed that such sort of 
fickleness can serve to make a govern- 
ment respectable. And as to so many 
females being called Goddesses of Rea- 
son, ior I am assured there arc some 
score of them, — one don’t very well see 
what that means; the ladies in general, 
—•I speak without offence, as it’s out 
of their line, — not being particiiliriy 
famous for their reason; at least not 
here ; and I should suppose they v;an 
hardly be much more so in that light 
nation. The Pagans, it is true, though 
from what mode of thinking we are now 
at a loss to discover, thought proper to 
have Reason represented by a female; 
and that, perhaps, may be the cause of 
the trench adopting the same notion, 
on account of their ancient character for 
politeness; though I cannot much com- 
mend their sagacity, taken in a political 
point of view, in putting the female 
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head, which is very well in its proper 
sphere, upon coping, if I may use such 
an expression, with the male.” 

This harangue, which Mr. Stubbs and 
young Gooch, though too respectful to 
interrupt,' waited, impatiently, to hear 
finished, might have lasted unbroken 
for half an hour, if Miss Bydcl, in pass* 
ing by with her brother to get to her 
carriage, had not called out, “ Bless me, 
Mr. Scope, what are you talking of there, 
wnth that young person ? Have you been 
asking her about that lousiness at the 
blind harper’s concert ? I should be 
glad to know, myself, Miss Ellis, as I 
call you, w hat you intend to do next ? 
Have any of your scholars let you go to 
them again ? And what says Miss Arbe 
to all this ? Does she think you’ll ever 
get the better of it ?” 

Mr. Bydel, here, begged his sister to 
invite Mr. Scope to take a place in the 
carriage. 

Young Gooch, then, would have re- 
newed bis questions relative to the 
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generals, but that, upon pronouncing 
again her name, Mr. Tedman, who, with 
his daughter, was passing near the porch, 
to examine whether they could arrive safely 
at their carriage, called out, “ Well, if 
you are not here, too, my dear ! *Why how 
will you do to get home? You’ll be drag- 
gled up to your chin, if you walk ; put 
in case you haven’t got your umbrella, and 
your pattens. But I suppose some of your 
quality friends will give you a lift j for I 
see one of ’em just coming. It’s Miss 
Ellis, the music-maker. Ma’am,” added 
he, to Lady Arramcde, who just then 
came out with Miss Arramede ; “ the 
young girl as teaches our darters the 
musics; and she’ll spoil all her things^ 
poor thing, if somebody don’t give her a 
lift home.” 

Lady Arramede, without moving a 
musciff of her face, or deigning to turn 
towat;ds either the object or the agent 
nif 4his implied request, walked on in 
^knt contempt. 

Mr. Tedman, extremely ofiended,, said,. 
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'rhe quality always think they may 
behave .any liow ! and Lady Arrymud 
is not a bit to choose, from the worst 
among them. And even my own darter,” 
he whispered, “ is just as bad as the best; 
for she’d pout at me for a month to come, 
put in case I was to ride you home in our 
coach, now that the quality’s taken miff at 
you.” 

During this whisper, which Ellis strove 
vainly to avoid hearing, and which the fa- 
miliar junction of young Gooch, who was 
related to Mr. Tedman, rendered more 
observable, she had the mortification of 
being evidently seen; though no longer, 
as heretofore, courteously acknowledged, 
by all her scholars and acquaintances. 
Miss Sycamore, the hardiest, passed, 
staring disdainfully in her face ; Mrs. 
Maple, the most cowardly, and who was 
accidentally at Brighthelmstone, pre- 
tended to have hurt her foot, that she 
might look down : the Miss Cfawleys 
screamed out, “ The Ellis ! The Ellis ! 
look, The Marraaduke, ’tis The Ellis !” 
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Sir JIarmaduke, turning back to addrccs 
Miss Arbe, said witii concern, , “ Is it 
possible. Madam, ’(is Tiie Ellis, the (-le- 
gant Ellie^l that can join such low com- 
pany r” Miss Arbe shrugged lier shoul- 
ders, crying, “ What can one do with 
such people ?’* Lady Kendover’s eyes 
kept carefully a straight-forward direc- 
tion ; while Lady Barbara, whom she held 
by one hand, incessantly kissed the other 
at Ellis, with ingenuous and undisguised 
warmth of kindness ; an action which was 
eagerly repeated by Selina, who closely 
followed her ladyship. 

Ireton, who br. .light up the rear, 
quitted the group, to apj>ro<"ch Ellis, and 
say, “ I am, {.ositivciy, quite ronfounded, 
my dear Miss Eliis, at the mischief my 
conlountl..d giddiness has brought abou*. 
I had not an idea of it, I assure you. 
I flperely meant to play ujion that con- 
d&)Mndcd queer fellow, Riley. lie’s so 
cursed troublesome, and so confounded 
free, that I hate him horribly. 'J'hat’s aN, 
I assure you.” 
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Ellis would make no answer, and he 
was forged to run after Selina. 

The rain being, now, much abated, 
the congregation began to disperse, and 
Mr. Tedman was compelled to attend 
his* daughter; but he recommended the 
young music-maker to the care of his 
cousin Gooch ; whose assistance she was 
declining, when she was again joined by 
Sir Lyell Sycamore, with a capacious urn* 
brella, under which he begged to be her 
escort. 

She decidedly refused his services ; but 
he protested that, if she would not let 
him w'alk by her side, he would follow her, 
like an Indian slave, holding the umbrella 
over her head, as if she were an Indian 
queen. 

Vexed and displeased, and preferring 
any other protection, she addressed her- 
self to old Mr. Stubbs, who still stood 
under the porch, and begged him to have 
the kindness to see her home. 

Mr. Stubbs, extremely flattered, com- 
piled. The other candidates vainly op- 
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posed the decision j they found that her 
decree was irrevocable, and that, when 
once it was prononunced, her silence was 
resolute. Mr. Stubbs, nevertheless, had 
by no means the enjoyment that he ex- 
pected from this distinction ; for Ellis had 
as little inclination as she had spirit, to 
exert herself for answering the numerous 
enquiries, relative to lands and rents, which 
be poured into her ears. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

J^ARASSED and comfortless, Ellis 
passed the remainder of the day in 
painful recollections and apprehensive fore- 
bodings ; though utterly unable, either by 
retrospection to avoid, or by anticipation 
to prepare for the evils that she might 
have to encounter. 

The next morning. Miss Arbe came 
to her usual appointment. Though 
glad, in a situation so embarrassed, to 
sec the only person whom she could 
look upon as a guide, her opinion of 
Miss Arbe, already lowered during that 
lady’s last visit, had been so completely 
sunk, from her joining in the cry raised 
at the church, that she received her 
with undisguised coldness ; and an open 
remonstrance against the cruel injustice 
of ascribing to choice, circumstances the 
most accidental, and a position as un- 
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avoidable, as it had been irksome and 
improper. 

Miss Arbe, who came into the room 
with a graveiy authoritative air, denoting 
that she expected not simply a welcome, 
but the humblest gratitude, for the con- 
descension of her visit, was astonished 
-by the courage, and disconcerted by the 
truth of this exhortation. Slie was by 
no means ignorant how unpleasantly Ellis 
might have been struck by her behaviour 
at the church ; but s!ie thought her in 
a coiidiiioii too forlorn to feel, much less 
to cxprei'S any resentm^^^t ; and she meant, 
by entering ilic chamber with an wholly 
uncustomary importance, to awe her from 
hazarding any complaint. But the mo- 
desty of Lllis was a mixture of dignity 
with bumi‘‘iry ; if she thought herself op- 
pressed or insulted, the former predomi- 
nated ; if she experienced consideration 
anti kindness, she was all meek gratitude 
m return. 

But when, by the steadiness of her 
representation, Miss Arbe found her 

5 
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own mistake, anJ saw what firmness 
couid exist with indigence, what spirit 
could break through difliculty, she dis- 
guised her surprize, and changed, with 
alertness, the whole of her manner. 
She protested that some other voice 
’ must have been taken for hcr’s ; de- 
clared that she had always thought no- 
body so charming as M»s Ellis ; railed 
against the abominable world for its pre- 
judices ; warmly renewed her professions 
of regard ; and then rang the bell, to 
order her footman to bring up a little 
j>arcol of music from her coach, which she 
was sure would delight them both to try 
toeeiher. 

i’hlis sulTeri-d the music to be fetched; 
but, before she w'ould play it, entreated 
Miss Aibc to spare a few minutes to dis- 
course upon her affairs. 

“ Wliat, Madam, am I now to do? 
’Tis to your influence and exertions I 
am indebted for the attempt which I 
have made, to procure that sclf*depend« 
ance which I so earnestly covet. I 
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shall always be most ready to acknow- 
ledge this obligation ; but, permit me to 
solicit your directions, and, I hope^ 

your aid, how I may try to allay the 
storm which accident has so cruelly 

raised around me; but which miscon* 

ception alone can make dangerous or 
durable.” 

“ Very true, my dear Miss Ellis, if every 
body judged you as Justly as I do ; but 
wheii people have enemies — ” 

** Enemies?” repeated Ellis, amazed, 
surely. Madam, you are not serious? 
— Enemies ? Can 1 possibly have any 
enemies? That, in a situation so little 
known, and so unlikely to be under- 
stood, 1 may have failed to create 
friends, I can easily, indeed, conceive, 
—but, offending no one, distressed,' yet 
not importunate, and- seeking to obviate 
my difficulties by my exertions; to 
supply' n;y necessities by my labours, — 
lurely 1 cannot have been so strangely, 
so unaicc^untably unfortunate as to have 
made mjl^self any enemies ?” 

7 



( *93 ) 

“ AVhy you know, my dear Miss Ellis, 
how I blamed you, from the hrst, for 
that nonsense of telling Miss Brinville 
that she had no ear for music : what 
'could it signify whether she ‘had or i^t ? 
She only wanted to learn that she might 
say she learnt ;.and you had no bud^ess 
to teach, .but that you might be paid for 
teac.hkig.” 

“ And is it possible, Madam, I 

can have made her )^Uy my 
merely by forbearing to take what I 
thought would be a dishonourable ad** 
vantage, of her ignorance of that der 
feet ?” 

‘‘.Nay, she has certainly no ^eat 
reason to be thankfbl, for she would 
never have found it out ; and I am sure 
nobody else would ever have told it 
herL She is hrmly persuaded that yi3« 
only wanted to give Sir Lyelf Sycatpore 
an ill opinion of her accomplishments.; 
fur she declares that she has seen you 
unceasingly pursuing him, with all 
wiles imaginable. One time she sur* 

VOL. u. 


K 



( *94 ) 

• 

prized you sitting entirely aloof, at the 
Welshman’s benefit, till he joined you ; 
another time, she caught you waiting for 
him in the aisle of the church} and) in 
sliort— 

** Miss Arbe,” cried Ellis, mter< 
rupting her, with undisguised nesent- 
spent, if .Miss 3rinviUe can«be amused 
by' inventing, as well as. prop^ating, 
premeditated motives for accidental oc* 
eurrences, you must, permit me to de- 
cline: being the awlitress, if .1 cannot 
escape being the object of such fictitious 
umisarc I” 

Arbe, somewhat aslumed, re- 
puted her assurances of personal good 
opinion } and then,* with many, pompous 
professions of regard and concern, owned 
that there had been a discussion at Lady 
K^dover’s, after churcb>time on Sour 
day, which had concluded by a 4mal 
.dadfiton, of her ladyship’s, that it was* 
utterly impossible to admitt a young 
womaQ. so obscurely, involved, liu strange 
drepmstanees, and so pp^dy in fa^.iiim 
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low company, to so conBdential a kind 
of intercourse^ as that of giving instructions 
to ^oung persons of fashion. Every bo^ 
else, of course, would abide by her lady- 
ship’s decision, ** and therefore, my dear 
Miss Ellis,’’ '^he continued, ** I am ezces- 
ttvflj sorry^i^b^^bur ^lan is quite 
I am ‘excesslvelyeorry^ f assure you;- 1)0% 
what can be done ? ' Hdwevor, 1 have not 
above three minutes to stay, so •db'IK'''ua 
try that . sweet ada^itU^ I " want vastty ^6 
conquer the horrid' tohg bars of that ate{t> 
nal cadenza.” 

Ellis, for a few moments, stood almost 
stupified with aniazement at“ao selfish a 
proposition, at the very instdht of 'Announc- 
ing so ruinous a sentential But disdain 
sOon supplied her with ’philosophy, and 
s^orhing to make an appeal for U etmsidnn- 
tiMt so unfeefingly with-held, shd' calfii^ 
went to her Wp. 

When' ifiss .Aabe^ however, ioae'’ 16 bd 
gone,' she b(i|^ged some advice r^ladV# 
bdBi to the debtd^ which she 

9M ihoie udiich she Wao QMiited 
K 2 
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to claim ; but Miss Arbe, looking at her 
watch, and- hurrying on her gloves, de- 
clared that she had . not a second to lose. 
** I shall see you, howet'er,” she cried, 
in quitting the chamber, “ as often as 
possible ; I can find a thousand prctenc.es 
for coming to Miss Matson’s, withbut 
body’s ' knowing why; so we can 
still have our delightful little musical 
meefings.” 

The contempt inspired by this worldly 
patroness, so upOii her own advan- 

tage, so insensible to the distress of the 
■J>crson whom she afeted to protect, occu- 
pied the mind of Ellis- only while she was 
present; the door was no sooner shut, 
than dje’felt whoHy engrossed by her own 
sitnatioD, and her disappointment at large. 
This scheme, then,' she cried, is already 
at an end ! this plan for self-dqjendehce 
is already abortive! And f have not my 
disappointment only to bear; It is accom- 
panied with disgrace, and** exposes me to 
indignity! < .j. 

Deeply hurt and strongly afectedi 

5 
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how uisudicient, she exclaimed, is . a- 
fEMAi.^ to Aerself! How utterly de- 
pendant upon situation — connexions 
circumstance- ! how nameless, ' how for 
ever fresh-springing are her difficui.ties, 
when she would owe her existence to 
her own exer^ons ! Her conduct is. cri- 
ticised, not scrutinized her character 
is censured, not examined ; her labours 
are unhonoured, and her qualihcaHcms 
are but lures to ill will! . Calumny .hovers . 
over her head, -and shlader foUoy>5 her 
ibotsteps ! 

IPbre she checiaed herself } candour, 
t])e reigning feature of her mind,' re- 
pressed her murmurs, - Involved . as , 1 
am in darkness and obscurity, she cried, 
Oiight I . to expect milder judgment ? 
No ! 1 have no 'right to complain. 

Appearances are against me; and to 
appearances we not all either victims 
or dupes ?v „ 

She novi^-tw^ed her thoughts to w.hat 
measures she. must next pursue; but 
f^t- fto chautce, of , equally satisfying her- 

K 3 
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self hi any other attempt. "Klusic wjks 
her favourite study, and in riie practice of 
that elegant, grateful, soul-soothing art, 
she fdond* a softening to her cares, that 
ihbin&ntarily, at least, lulled them to 
something like forgetfulness. And though 
this was a charm that could by no meaAs 
extend' to the dull and dry labour of 
teaching, it was a profession so pre*' 
femble to all others, in her taste, that 
ehe‘'-''biSi*e ' patiently and cheerfully the 
inlniwe, mechanical, and ear-wearing toil, 
of giving lessons to the unapt, the 
s^i^j tht idle, and the wilful j ^or 
suchf- unhappily, arc the epithets most 
ordinarily due to beginners in all sciences 
and studies. ' > 

The necessity, however, of adopting 
some plan that should both be speedy 
and vigorous, was soon alarmingly en- 
forced by a visit from Miss Matson j who 
civilly, ■ but with evidently altered man- 
nerd)' told her .^at she had a little ac' 
count to settle with some tradesmen, 
and that she should take it as a favour if 
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her own account could be settled for her 
lodginga. 

There are few attacks to which we are 
liable, that give a greater shock to upright 
and unhackneyed minds, than a pecuniary 
demand which they know to be just, yet 
cann9t satisfy. Pride and shante assault 
them at once. They are offended by a 
summons that seems to imply a doubt of 
their integrity ; while they blush at appear* 
ing to have incurred it, by. not having more 
scrupulously balanced th|fk means with theic 
expences. 

She suffered, therefore, the most sen^l^ 
mortification from her inability to dischaige, 
without delay, a debt contracted with a 
stranger, upon whose generosity she had 
no claim ; upon whose forbearance she had 
no tic. 

Far from having this power, she had 
other bills to expect which she as little 
could answer. The twenty pounds of 
Lady Aurora were already nearly gone, 
in articles which did not admit of tru^} 
and- in the current necessaries which her 

K 4 
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situation indipj ensably and daily required. 
She fej-rcd that all the money which was 
due to her would be insulEcIent to pay what 
she owed; or, at least, would be wholly 
einployed in that act of justice ; which 
would leave her, there fo.'-t. , in the same 
utter indigence as whcli she bc^an hey late 
attempt. 

Her look of consternation served 
but to stimulate the , demands of Miss 
Matson, which were now acc'ompanied 
with allusions to tfee conversation that had 
been held in the shop, between Miss 
Bydel and Mr. Riley, relative to her 
poverty and disguise, that were designedly 
otJensiye. 

Ellis, with an air grave and commanding, 
desired to be left alone ; calmly saying 
that Miss Matson should very speedily be 
satisfied.. 

The* impulse of her wishes was . to 
ha^recourse to the deposit of Harldgh, 
l^t her - answer to this affront might be 
an immediate- change of lodging, as well 
as payrn^t. But this was a thought .that 
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scarcely out-lived the moment, of its 
formation. Alas ! she cried, he who 
alone could serve me, whose generosity 
and benevolence would delight in aiding 
me, has put it out of my power to accept 
,his smallest assistance! . flad my fr^nd- 
ship contented him, how essentially 
might 1 have been indebted to his good 
offices ! 

She was here broken in upon by one of 
the young apprentices, who, with many 
apologies, brought, from the several 
trades-pcople, all the little bills which had 
been incurred through the directions of Miss 
Arbe. 

However severely she was shocked, 
she could not be surprized. She wrote 
immediately to communicate these de- 
mands ^ Miss Arbe, stating her distress, 
ah^ entreating that her late . scholars 
might be urged to settle their account^, 
with the utmost expedition. She felt 
her right to make this application to 
Miss Arbe, whose advice, or rather in- 
sistance, had impelled her into the mea- 

. » 5 
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sures which pfoduced her presenjt dtffi. 
culties. Her ‘ request, therefore, though 
urged with' deferoice and respect, had 
a't(»is which d)e was sure could not justly 
be di^dt^. 

She wished earnestly to address a few* 
words to Lady Kendover, of such a 
nature' ’^as might speak in her favoyr to 
her scholars at large ; but so many ob^ 
Stacies were in the- way, to her giving 
any satisfactory 'explanation^ that . ^e 
was obliged to be contented with silent 
acqniescence. 

Miss Arbc sent word that she was 
engaged, and could not write. ^ The rest 
of ' the day was passed in great anxiety. 
But when the following, sdio, wore away, 
without prodding any reply, she wriHe 
again, propoang, if Miss Arbe had not time 
|6 ffttend'to her request to submit it to Miss 
Bydeh • 

. li‘'abotit ^If an hour after -dhe had sent 
^ seebnd ioUb/Mlr. Giles Aiiwjda^d 
i^admhiii^ ihat he anight deliver to her » 
niessage fVom his coudn. 

7 ■ 
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Shej|;ecollected having heard from Selina, 
that he was a very absent, but wprtby 
old man, mid that he had the. very be$t 
temper of any person breathing. 

She did not hesitate, therefore, to 
receive him ; and lus appearance an* 
nounced, at once, the latter quality, by 
a smile the niost inartificial^ whibh was 
evidently the emanatitm of a kind heart, 
opening to immediate good will at sight of 
a fellow-creature. It seemed the visible 
index of a good and innocent mind; 
and his manners had the most «ng<ili^ 
simplicity. 

If is cou^n, he said, bad desired him 
to acquaint her, that she could not call^. 
because she was particularly engaged >}. 
and could not. write, because sh0 ,was 
particularly, hurri^.’ ** And whenever 
I have ; a commission horn my oou^. 
sin,** he continued, ** I always thip^ 
it best tb deliver it hi h^ own .vfprds, 
fdr ^ wf ' three reasoqs ; . of 

udiich is> that my own might xlot bev^hidifrast 
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good ; for she is the most accomplished 
young lady living, I am told j and my othetr 
reasons you’ll do me a favour hy not asking 
me t 9 mention.” 

“ I may, at least, infer, then. Sir, that, 
when less hurried, and less engaged, Miss 
jArbe means to have the goodness to come, 
or to write to me ?” 

“ I don’t doubt it : those ladies that she 
don’t like should* sec her with yoii, can 
hardly keep watchipg her all day long.” 
What ladies. Sir?” 

I must not mention names!” 
returned he',.smillng j “ my cousin charged 
memot. ^^My ^idr cousin likes very well to 
be obeyed. But, may be, so do you too ? 
For they tell me it’s not an uncommon 
thing among ladies. . And. if that’s the case, 
I shall find myself in a dilemma ; for tay 
coui^.lias the best right; and yet, what 
you done to me that 1 should deny you 
Svbat you 

Then earnestly, but with an 

jj^|i^nt, that it >yas impossib’lejo 
“^ce, in her face, he added. 



( 205 ) 

“ My cousin has often told me a great 
many things about you yet she never 
mentioned your being so pretty ! But 
may be she thought I might find it 
out.” 

Ellis enquired whether he were ar* 
quainted ^ith the nature of her application 
to Miss Arbe. 

He nodded an absent, but checking 
himself from confirming it, cried, “ My 
cousin bid me say nothing; for she will 
have it; that I always mention things that 
should not be told ; and that makes me 
very careful. So I hope you won’t be 
angry if you find me rather upon my 
guard.” 

Ellis disclaimed all inquisitive designs, 
beyond desiring to know, whether Miss 
Arbe meant that she should discuss her 
situation with Him, and receive bis counsel 
how she should proceed. . 

“ My cousin never asksCroy counsel,” 
he- answered: she knows every .thi% 

best herself. She is very clever, they 
tell me. She often recounts to Jile how 
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she surprizes people. So does h^r papa. 
I believe they think I should not dis> 
cover it else. And I don’t know but they 
are in the right, for 1 am a very indifferent 
judge. But I can’t make out, with that 
gentle iur of yours, and so pretty a hice, 
how you can have made those ladies ^ke 
such a dislike to you ?” 

** A dislike, Sir ?** 

**Ye8; Lady Arramede talks of you 
with prodigious contempt, and ” 

Ellis, colouring at this word, hung back, 
evidently declining to hear another; but 
Mr. Giles, not remarking this, went on. 

' ** And Miss Brinville can’t endure you, 
neither. It’s a curious thing to see what 
'' an angry look comes over her features, 
when she talks of you. Do you know the 
reason ?” 


** I ^tter myself it is not to be known, 
Sirl Certainly innocent of any des^ 


oyntenddi 


** Why [tflOT' perhaps she d^ 


know #(!Ki:1she has taken amiss, 
poor lady! She’s only affronted, ^ 
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can’t tell^ why. It will happen so some- 
times, to those pretty ladies, when they 
begin going a little downhill. And they 
can’t help it. They don't know what to 
make of it themselves, poor things ! 
But we can see how it is better, we 
lookers-on.” 

He then seated himself upon an arnvr 
chair, and, leaning back at his ease, con- 
tinued talking, but widtout looking at 
Ellis, or seeming to address her. 

** 1 always pity them, the moment 1 see 
them, those pretty creatures, even when 
they are in their prime. 1 always think 
what they have got to ^ through. 
After seeing every body admire them, 
to see nobody look at them ! And 
when they cast their eyes on a glass, 
to find themselves every day changing, 
r— >and always for the worse! It is but 
hard upon, tl^m^ 1 really th|nk, when 
they have done nothing to^ deserve it. 
It ^ but a short time agii that that 
Mist Krinville wa^ almost a& pretty as 
thl|nQUBg harp-player here.” — 
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“ Sir!’’ cried Ellis, surprized. 

“ Ma’am ?” cried he, starting, and 
looking round; and then, smiling at 
himself, adding, “ T protest I did not 
think of your being so near me ! I hjid 
forgot that. But I hope you won’t take 
it ill ?” 

« By- no means,” she answered ; and 
asked whether she might write a few lines 
by him to Miss Arbe. 

He willingly consented. 

She then drew up an animated repre- 
sentation, . to that lady, of the irksome 
situation into which she was cast, from 
the evident distrust manifested by Miss 
Matson ; and the suspicious speed with 
which the other bills had been delivered. 
She meant to send her small accounts 
immediately to all her scholars, and en- 
treatdB Miss Arbe to use her interest in^ 
hastening -their discharge. 

.' When she raised her head to give this, 
with apblogy, to Mr. Giles, she saw 
him unfolding some small papers; which 
he btgan very earnestly to examine. 
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Not to intsrriipt him, she took up some 
iiei dle-whrk ; but, upon looking, .soon 
afror, at the chimney piece, sho missed 
the packet which she had placed there, 
of her bills, and then with the utmost 
surprize, perceived that it was in his 
hands. 

She waited a few instants,<in expectation 
that he would either put it down, or niaK<^ 
some excuse for his curiosity ; ^«t he 
seemed to think of nothing less. He sorted 
and counted the bills, and began casting 
them up. 

“ Have you then the goodness. Sir,” 
said illlis, “ to prepare yourself for sw:- 
quainting Miss Arbe with the slate of my 
affairs ?” 

He started again at this question, and 
looked a Ik&e scared ; but after a mi- 
nute’s perplexity, he suddenly arose, and 
♦ • 

hastily refolding, and placing them upon 
the chimney-piece, said, with a rgood deal 
of confusion, “ 1 beg your pardon a 
sand times! I .don’t well IsflOjiK, how 
this, happened y but . the chhnney-^icce 
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looks so like my own, — and the fire 
was so comfortable, — that 1 suppose 1 
thought I was at home, and took tliat 
parcel for one that the servant had put 
there for me. And I was wondering, to 
myself !^hen I had ordered all those linens, 
and muslins, and the like : I could not re- 
collect one article of them.*' 

He then, after again begging her par- 
don, took leave. 

While ElUs was ruminating whethi^ 
this strange conduct were the effect iof 
absence, oddity, or curiosity, he abruptly 
returned, and said, “ I protest I was going 
witjiout my errand, at last ! Did you bid 
me tell my coltsin that all those bills were 
paid ?” 

“ All paid? — alas, no! — not one of 
them ?’* 

** And why not ? You should always 
pay your bills, my dear. . 

Ellis looked tu him in much perplexity, 
to see whjMher this were uttered as a 
oieer, or as a remonstrance; but aoon. 
perceived,* by the earnestness of his couor 
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lenance, that it tvas the latter ; and then, 
with a sigh, answered, “ Ton are un- 
doubtedly right. Sir! I am the first to 
condemn all that appears against me ! But 
I made my late attempt ^th a persuasion 
that 1 was as secure of repaying otjprs, as* 
of serving myself. 1 would not, else, have 
run any risk, where I should not have .been 
the sole sufferer.” 

“ But what,” said he, staring, and shut- 
ting the door, and not seeming to compre- 
hend heri “ what is the reason that you 
can’t pay your bills ?” 

** A very simple reason. Sir ?— I have 
not the power !” 

“ Not the power ? — what,' are you very 
poor, then ?” 

Ellis could not forbear smiling, but 
seeing him pUt his hand in his pocket, 
hastened to answer, “ Yes, Sir, — but very 
proud, too! I am sometimes, therefore, 
involved, in the double distress, of being 
obliged to refuse the very assistance I 
require.” 

*y. But yon would not refuse mine !”• 
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“ Without a moment’s hesit.itiniri !” 

“ Would you, indeed? And from \vh;’.r 
motive ?” 

Again Ellis could scarcely keep her 
countenance, at a question so unexpected, 
while answered, “ From the ^cus- 

toms, Sir, of the world, I have been, 
brought up to avoid ’all obligations with 
etrahgers.” 

“ How so? I don’t at all see that. 
Have you not an obligation to that linen- 
draper, and hosier, and I don’t know 
who, there, upon your chimncy-picce, if 
you take their things, and don’t pay 
for them ?” 

Yet more struck with the sense of un- 
biassed equity manifested by this ques- 
tion, than by the simplicity shewn by 
that which had preceded it, ' Ellis felt 
her fece suffused with shame, as she re- 
plied, “ I blush to- have incurred such 
a i^primand-; but I hope tq convince 
you, . by the exertions which I shall not 
A mcttnent delay making, how little it is 
my intention to practise • any such in- 
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justice ; and how wide.it would be from my 
approbation.” 

She sat down, sensibly afl'ected by the 
necessity of uttering this vindication. 

“ Well, then,” said he, without observ* 
ing her distress, “ won’t it be more honest 
to run in debt with an old bachelor, 
who has nobody but himself to" take wre 
of, than with a set of poor people w^, 
perhaps, liave got their bouses full of 
children ?” . , 

'I’he word honest, and the impossibility 
of di- pn.'ving u charge of injuring those 
by who'll she had been served, so power- 
faily shockfd her fc.’l’ngs in arraigning 
her principles, that she could frame no 
ansu er. 

Conceiving her silence to be assent,, he 
returned to rlie chimney-piece, and, taking 
the little packet of bills, prepared to p,u.t Jt 
imp his pocket-book ; but, hastily, then, 
rising, she entreated him to restore it with* 
out delay. 

Her manner so earnest, that he 
did not dare contest her will, though he 
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looked nearly as angiy as he was sorry. 

1 meant,” he said, ** to have given 
you the greatest pleasure in the world ; 
that was . what I mrant. 1 thought your 
dd>ts made you so unhappy, that you 
would love me all your life for getting 
them o6F yoiir hands. I loved a person so 
myself, who paid for some tops for me, 
when I was a boy, that I had bought 
for some of my playmates ; without re- 
collecting that 1 had no money to pay 
for them. However, I beg your pardon 
for my blonder, if you like your debts 
better.” 

He now bowed to her, with an air of 
concern, and, wishing her health' and 
happiness, retreated; but left her door 
wide open ; and she heard him say to the 
milliners, My dears, Fve made a great 
nustitke : 1 wanted to set that pretty 

lady*s heart at rest by paying her bills; 
but^ she says she had rather owe them ; 
though she did not. mention her reason. 
So I hope the poor people are in no great 
hurry. However, whether Uiey be or 
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not}- don’t let them torment her for the 
monje^} *for she says she has none. So 
’(Krould .'be only plaguin'; her for nothing. 
And 1 should be sorry for that, for she 
looks as if she were very good ; besides 
being so pretty. 



KcVok IV. 

CHAPITER 

J^LLIS) fo^. sQine minut£% hardly k%w 
>^J)<gther to be most' provoked or 
diverted this singular mk. BtuC iaii 
that a};^co«cb.e(d> lO.^. amusefligiit ,,iim 
short lived. ^ Ehenaioft distayAtfkpp^ehfl^ 
sion that her probity :;Could arjgjiigiied, 
was shockli)g<t and she deteroHiic^ tQ de* 
dicate.the evening to cakula^i^' all that 
she had «th§r to ^y og t« ■ reetivf i 
and spi?ner„to i^ve hersel,f^,*4^titi«i!^,. pf 
every means of hut!fee»ch JiS 

should arise from day to day, thon^ h^m^rd 
iiiOarr^^^ny sqsi^klu ^in^tirious m> her 
integrity. , ‘ 

These estimatesi: -^which wgre e^Jy 
drawn up, al^rd^d her, Qoce* a 
of her ability to sa^fi^pr 
and. of the helpless poverty in 



C 2«7 ) 

Hiusf then, ranain herself: her counge» 
nererthdess, rose higher, from the 
convictioa that her honour would be 
clduvd. 

She was thus employed, when, late in 
the eviaiii^. Miss Arbe, full dressed, and 
hdding her watdi in her hand, ran up 
states. ** I have but a ^nttter of an 
hour,** she cried, ** to stay, so don’t let 
us lose a laomeat. I am jast come 
from (hning at Lady Kendoeei^i, and I 
am gfiiag to an assembly at dse Syca< 
more*#. Bat 1 thought I would just 
steal a few nunutes for our dear little 
lyre. Ton can give, me your answer, 
you know, as I am goiag down stairs. 
Gome, tjuick, my dear Miss Ellis!— ^ 
’Tis such a deUght to try our music 
together !*’ 

** My answer. Madam?** oied EUis, 
ainprixed : ** i had hoped for yours ! 
and, as you will, probably, meet dl the 
ladies to whom you have had the good- 
' ness to aamtioa me, at Miss Sycamore’s, 1 

VOL. lie L 
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■** I am so dreadfully harried,** cried 
she, unrolling her musk^ that 1 can*t 
say a word of all that now. But we’ll 
arrange it, and you can tell me how .you 
like our plan^ you kno#, as I am ptming 
up my music, and going; but we oan't 
■possibly play the "harp while I am draw- 
ing on my glove.s, and scampering down 
stairs.** 

niis logic, which she frit to be irrefu- 
table, . she uttered- with the most perfect 
' srif-complacency; while spreading her mu- 
sifc, '.and' placing herself at the - harp ; 
hot on8e thercj ■ she would' fteitherj say 
nor hear another word ; and it was 
dijually in vjun that Ellis ' desired an ex- 
planation of the plan to which she 
alluded, or an answer to the petition 
which she had written herself. ,Miss 
Arbc could listen to no sounds but those 
^oduced by her own fingers j and could 
'balance no interests, but those upon 
which she was speculating, of the advan- 
tages which she ; should herdelf reap 
from these Continual, though unadoiow- 
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ledged lessons * ; A&d Ellis found all her 
painful - didkudties, how to extricate her* 
self from the distresses of penury, the hor- 
jtrour of creditors, and the fears of want, 
'treated but as minor considerations, when 
tput in competition with the importance o^ 
.Miss Arbe’s most trivial, and even stolen 
vimprovement. 

She saw, however, no redress ; dis- 
pleasure was unnoticed, distaste was un- 
heeded.>i and she had no* choice but to 
put adde every feeling, and give her 
usual instructions ; or to turn a professed 
protectress into a dangerous and resentful 
enemy. 

She sat down, therf^re, to her business. 

U’bev quarter of an hour was scarcely 
passed, before .Miss Arbe started up to be 
tgone ; and, giving her music to Ellis to 
fold,^ while she drew on her gloves, cried, 
, you can tell me, now, what I 

must say to Lady Kendover, I hope you 
,< Jjke t^y scheme ?” 

r EUis protested herself utterly ignorant 
scheme she meant.. 


L 2 
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“ Bless me,” she cried, * did not my 
cousin tell you what Pve been doing for 
you? IVe quite slaved in your service, 
I can assure you. I never made such 
exertions in my life. Every body had 
agreed to give you up. It*8 really 
shocking to see how people are go> 
verned by their prejudices ! But I 
brought them all roimd ; for, after 
Lady Aurora’s letter, they none of 

them could tell what to resolve upon, 

till I gave them my advice. That, in* 
deed, is no unusual thing to happen to 
me. So few people know what they had 
bist do !*• 

This self-euloginn having elated her 
spirits, her haste to depart sufficiently 

slackened, to give her time to make a 
farther demand, whether her cou^ had 
executed her commission. 

KI& knew not even that he had had any 
ter execute. 

Well,” she cried, ** that old sotil 
grows more provoking every day ! 1 
have resolved a thousand times nciver 
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to trust him again; only he is always 
at hand^ and that’s so convenient, one 
does* hot know how to resist inalung use 
9^ him. But he really torments me 
more than any.' thing existing.' If he 
had literally no sense, one should not 
be so angry; but, when it’s posable to 
.^ake him listen, he understands what 
one says well enough : and sometimes, 
which you will scarcely believe, he’ll 
suddenly utter something so k^eii^' and 
^ that ^pu’d suppose him, all at 

once, metamorphps^ into a wit. ^ £hit 
^the iaet is,, he is so^ dresoin^ly aoiSeiit, 
that he never Imows what' h^' does, hor 
hears what one says. At breakfast, he 
asks whether there is .nothing more 
coming for dinner; at dinner, he t^ds 
his servant get ready his night-cap "and 
slippers, because he shall eat no supper; 
if any body applies to him for a pinch' of 
snuff*, he brings them an arm-chair; if 
they ask him how he does, he fetches his 
a^d cane, buttons his great coat up 
^ his chin, . and says he is ready to k- 

^3 
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tend j if they enquire what if is' 
o’clock, he thanks them for their kind* 
ness, and runs over a list of all his aclics 
and pains j and the inomcnt any body en- 
ters the room, the first word he commonly 
says to them is Good-bye !” 

Ellis earnestly begged to krtbw what W’tfe' 
meant by the letter of I-ady Aurora. 

Miss Arbc again declared herself too 
much hurried to stay ; and spent more 
time in censuring Mr. GilesJ for not 
having scared her such a loss of it,* than 
would liave boon required for even a 
minute recital of the business which he 
had forgotten. Ellis, however, at length' 
learnt, that Miss Arbe had had the’ ad- 
dress to hit upon a plan which concilh 
ated all interests, and to which she had 
prevailed upon Lady Kendover to con- 
sent. “ Her la’ship’s name,” she ' con- 
tinued, “ with my extensive influence, 
will be quite enough to obtain that of 
evei^ body else worth having at Bright*' 
lielmstonc. And she Was' vastly kind,' 
"^deed : for though she did it, she saidi- 



( 223 ) 

ath the extremest repugnance, wbictr 
to be sure is natural enough, not being 
able to itnagiue who or what she sje'rves ; 
yet, in consideration of your being pa- 
tronized by me, , she would not ;;^efuse to 
give you her countenance once more. 
Nothing in the world could be kinder.. 
You ■ must go immediately to thank 
her.’* ' . ; , 

Unhappily, Madam,*’ answered Ellis, 
colouring, “ I have too many obliga- 
tions of my ’own unrepaidi, to have the 
presumption to suppose I qan assist in the 
acknowledgments of others r and this plan, 
w'hatever it may be, has so^ evidently re- 
ceived the sanction of Lady Kendover 
solely to oblige Miss Arbe, that it would 
be folly, if not impertinence, ort my part, 
to .claim -the honour of offering her ladyship 
my thanks.” 

Miss Arbe, whose watch was always 
in her - hand, ,when her hatp. was not, had 
no time to mark this . discrimination) 
she went on, therefore, rapidly, with hor 
communication. “ Lady Kendover,” she 
n 4 
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had assert^, ,£!!>$ ha4' 

Seen celebrated many jpu|>|ic line q( life, 
theye Would be less dii^culty about einpb^* 
hig her ; W as she had only been see^, 
or noticed ih private ramili^, . it was n^ces^. 
sarj^ to be much niora ^pvticular as^ to,l|^^ 
C(MiVe»ohs ahd coi^uct ; |[>e^use, hi^th^t 
calC she niust^ of. course, be receive^, 
a more friendly footing ; and wit|i^ 
a 'Ci^iddmticin arid confidence by no 
means i^ecessaiy for a ,^u^^bli| 
If^^lh^tefpre, all, were not cl^r^wd satis- 

-> t.5 

Elmj wttn mingled spmt and dignit||^, 
here interrupted- her : Spare me. Madam, 
preamble, for both, our sakes!„.for 
though the pam it causes is only mitpo, the 
useless trouble, — pardon tpe!— 'will be 
ydiir^. 1 do riot desire — could not ev^ 
cdiisentto'^ enter any house, where tQ.^eceas^. 
me. would be deen^ adisgfaeet’* . r. 

^ ^"O, but you have net h^td my , pla^^ 
lfott dQn*t know how well it has all been ^ 
sefli^.^ ^e harj^'profeSsor now h^e, 

" ebneated ^ofd coxcomb, full of 
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the' most aOoiuinable airs, but a divine 
performer, wants to obtrude his daughter 
upon us, in your place ; though she has got 
s6 cracked a voice, that she gives one the 
head>ache by her squeaks. Well, to make 
it his interest not to be your enemy, I have 
prevailed with Lady Kendover to desire 
him to take you in for one of his band, 
either to play 'or sing, at the great concert* 
room.” 

Ellis, amazed, exclaimed, ** Can you 
mean. Madam, — can Lady Kendover 
mean*— to propose my performing in 
public ?” 

** Precisely that. ’Tis the only way in 
the world to settle the business, and conquer 
all parties.**^ 

** If so. Madam, they can never be con- 
quered! for never, most certainly never, 
can I perform in public !” 

** And why not f You’ll do vastly well, 
I dare say. Why ^ould you be so timid ? 
’Tis the best way to gain you ^mtssbn 
into great houses ; and if your performance 
is applauded, you’ll have as many scholars 
^ 5 
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as like j and you-'inaV be as iitipehi-' 
nent as you will. Yi^f ■ humility j‘ now, 
won't make you hfalf so many frieiids, as 
a set of airs and gradis, then, wilt^mitke ydu 
partizans.” ' ' ... 

** F am much' obli^d to you fbi^ a 
rgcothmendatiori scf powerfttl, Mt'dami** 
answered Ellisj dryly; ■‘•but F must Oh- 
treat" you to pardon my inability 'to ^vaiJ 
myself of it ; and my fnnk declaration^ 
that my ObjedtiOhs to' this ^lan'^artr 5Mi- 
pcrable.** 

•Miss A!rbe only treated this as an ig- 
norant diffidence, scarcely worth et^en 
derision, tffi •Ellis solemnly and positively 
refiesWed, that'ffier resolution hot to ap- 
pear in public would be unalterable: she 
then became seriou^y offended, aild, 
stightly wishing her good night,' ran dotirft 
stairs ; without making any other dtiswen-to 
her eii^uiry, concerning the request ih her 
than that she knfew not what it mieam, 
add could not stiy another moment, 

'Ellis,' now, nas deeply disturbed. Her 
6 
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hr$t impulse was .to. write to- Lady A'U" 
rora, add implore her protection ; but thie 
wjeh was so(m subdued^ by an invincible 
i^epugnance^ to ^rawing so young a person- 
into any clandestine correspondence. . 

, Yet thftre was np, one else to. whom, 
she . could ajiydy. .. .Jllas ! she cried, .ho;nir 
wretched at sUuatbn!..^ And yet,?-.— com- 
pared with what it might have been! 
— rAh! let me dwell upon that con* 
tra^l— What, then, cmx make mp mi* 
serable? 

..With revived vigour .from-., this reflec- 
tion, she resolved to assume courage to 
send in all her accounts, without wakp 
ing any longer for the precarious -assist- 
ance of Miss Arbe. But wHat was to fol- 
low ? When all difficulty should be QVs&r 
tylth respect to ethers,* how was she to- 
e^cist herself ? • 

Muac, though by -no means her, only 
anoontplishmoit, the only one vdnch 
she dared flatter, hersi^lf to -po^f^; -wildt' 
sufficient fcnowJcdf^, for -the < arduous .^at- 

L 6 
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t^ching what she had learnfo 
Evett in this, she had been frequently' 
embarirhssed^ all she itiiew upon thesubt* 
j«ct ;had been acquired as a dilettOHUy dot 
studied as turdst \ and though die waa 
a& elagMtt add truly superioiiu pcrfimtier^ 
die ' nearly as deficient * id 'tfie themre^ 
tkal, as she eras skilful id the ]pf«nieal jMdt 
dT the science of which she tin^rtodk to 
give lessons. v 

Wide is the different betwecd exhibit'' 
ing that which we have attained only for 
that purpose, from the power of dupens* 
ing knowledge to others. Where onfy 
tdiat is chosoi is produced; only what 
is practised is performed; where one fa* 
vourite pi^, however laborioasly ac* 
quired, however exclusively ' fimshed, 
.^BS a charattef of excellence, that, 
fer the current day; and with the cur- 
rent throng, disputes the prize of fame, 
dven with the soUd rights of profesdomd 
candidates ; the young and nearly ignd- 
disctpfe, may seem upon a par udth 
the experienced and learned niast^. Bttt 
3 
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(o. Mdissenunate knowi^ge* ...by 
that which is jobsfsare, and explainlog 
that which ia difficialti; to maka what is 
bard appear «a$y» > ^. igiviog hicili^ to 
the. exf^ntipii^.iqif what iia abstruse to the 
ceiiGoptipia Jir; tP'j ^Hgbteoi, th^ fatjgjoe of 
pracdWf^ibyntha. aiddress of methpdi to 

ahwte^Ti^^ otiequiri^ Jstu4y»' by amtiict- 
pating itf|,/ff«uli; ,ah4» while demoBi?l?at- 
ing effects .to expound their cause : ..by 
th^r Srul^^.^of jtQ 1p4e. the want of 
science; and to supply the dearth ^of 
genius, by diyulging the secrets of em? 
belUshmenta } — these were lat^urs thayt 
demanded not alone brilliam ^ents, whiiidi 
she amply, pt^ssessed, but a /pijid^o^ sden* 
tijffc knowledge, to which she formed no 
pretensions. Her modesty, however, aided 
her good sense, in conffnmg her ai;* 
tempts at giving .improvement withm 
the limits of her ability ^ and i^re in* 
deed must have been her i|l fortune, had 
a pupil feUen to her lot, sufficiently ad- 
vanced to have surpassed her .pof era; of 
iostruetion. 
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this art, the favourite of her mind, 
and in which she had*.fas?e and talrnts to 
excel, mus.l be now relinquished : and 
Drawing, in which she vvjis also, though 
not equally, an adept, pre'cnted the same 
obstacles of recounnci-Jation for obtaining 
scholar;-, as nnis'c. Her theatrical abilities, 
though of the first cast, were useless-j since# 
from whatever demanded public rejNre- 
seniation, her mind revolted : and her 
original wish of procuring herself a safe- 
and retired asylum, by becoming a gover- 
ness to some young lady, was now inorje, 
than ever remote from all chance .of being 
gi^ified. 

ijloWifew, she cried,, how circumscribed, 
are the attainments of w'omenL.and how- 
much fewer and more circumscribed still 
afe those which may, in their conse*- 
quenecs, be usefpl as well as ornamental, 
^<0 the ,j|iigher, or educated class I thqs& 
thrq^h which, in the reverses of fori- 
t^, a FEMALE may reap benefit with- 
out abasement! those which, while pre- 
serving her fr<nn pecuniary distress, will 
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not aggravate the hardships or 
of her ’changed condition, either by im,- 
irtediate humiliation, or by what, even- 
tually, her connexions may consider as 
disgrace ! 

Thus situated, she could have recourse 
only to. the dull, monotonous, and cheer- 
^ss plan, from- which Miss Arbe had 
turned her- aside j that of offering her 
services to Miss Matson as a needle- 
wBman. 

Her first step, upon ihb resolution, 
wdS to send back the harp to the music- 
shopi ! Since no further hope remained of 
recovering her scholars, she would not 
pay her court to Miss Arbe at the ex- 
pefice of Miss Bydel. She next dispatched 
her small accounts to Lady Kehdover, 
Lady Arramcde, Miss Sycamore, Miss 
Brinvillc, the Miss Crawleys, and Miss 
Tedman;- but, notwithstanding her po- 
verty, she desired to be allowed to have 
instructed Stilina simply from motives of 
gratitude. . ^ • 

To give up her large apartment, was 
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determination j and she desirec^ 
to speak with It/Gss Matson, to whoih she 
made known her intention } soliciting, at 
the saihe time, some employment in needle- 
work. 

This was a measure not more essential 
than disagreeable. ** Mercy^ Ma*am I** 
Miss hfetson cried, seating herself upon M 
sofet : ** I hope, at least, you won't Tieave 
my fiitse door before you pay me’ for k? 
And 'as to work, what is the ^remiumr 
you mean to propose to me?** 

Elks answer<^ that she' could propose 
none : she desired only to receive and to 
return her work from day to day. 

Looking At her nowj with an air ex- 
tremely contemptuous, Miss Matson re- 
plied, that that- was by no means her way ; 
that all her young ladies came to her 
with handsome premiums; and that she 
had already eight or nine upon her list, 
more than she was able to admit into her 
shop. 

Ellis, affrighted at the prospect be- 
fore her, earnestly enquired whether Miss 
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would have the kii^nesj9i.tp,|^ lye^ 
in. an app;lication.$lseii|^.heref,Afor «oine plaip, 
t^'ork. _ , , j .^.,- 1 ^, 

** That, Ma’suiij .i$, p9.e of thie thipg§ thpt 
most difficult in the world to obtain. ^ii(Ch 
loada of young wotnpp out of .ein^oy, 

that one’s teased fpr . re^oui^endjS^ 

Bendps which,. your being known 
to .h^ve run up so many debts in the town, 
— you’ll excuse me, Ma’am,— makes it not 
ahjpve..^ half reputable to venture staking 
one’s credit,— after all those droll things 
tlu(t Mr.>RUey,,;you. know. Ma’am, said to 
I\i!Uss ,B^el..— ” 

Ellis could bear no more : she promised 
to hasten her payment ; and begged to be 
left alone. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

2^ LLIS had but just cast hersdf, in deej^ 
disturbance, upon a chaiir, when 
doot* was opened, without tapping, o^*' 
previous cfcremony, by Mr. Giles 
who gtnilingly enquired after her healthy 
with the familiar kinSness of an intknate 
old friend ; but, receiving no immediate' 
answer, gave her a riod, that said, doff’c 
mind me ; and, sitting down by side, 
began talking to himself. 

Roused by this interruption, she begged 
to knbw his commands. 

He finished his speech to himself, be- 
fore he took any notice of her’s, and then, 
very good humouredly, asked what she 
wanted. 

May I hope,” she cried, ** that you 
have the goodness to bring me some answer 
to my note ?” 
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“ What note, my pretty lady?” 

“ That* which you were so obliging as 
to undertake delivering for me to Mi&s 
Arbe.” ’ ’ - 

He stared and looked amazed, repeating,. 
“ Note ? — what note ?” but when, at last, 
jpcceeded in making him recollect the 
(Stance, his countenance fell, and 
i%. against the back of his chair, 
while his stick, and a parcel which he held 
under his arm, dropt to the ground : “ Ir 
am frighted to death,” he cried, “ for fear 
It’s that I tOTi? last- night, to light my little, 
lamp !” , 

Then, emptying everything out of his 
pockets i “ 1 can soon tell, however,” he 
continued, “ because I put t’other half 
back, very carefully; determining to exa- 
mine what it was in the morning ; for 1 was 
surprized to find a folded note in my pocket: 
but I thought of it no more, afterwards, 
from that time to this.” 

Collecting, then, the fragments ; “ Here,” 
he continued, “ is what is left. — ” 
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Ellis immediately recognized her band* 
writing 

• “ 1 protest,” rried he, ia great comfu* 
aion, 1 ave o^ver above twice or thrice, 
perhaps, in my life, been more ashamed 1 
And on<*c was wh'^a 1 was so unfortunate 
as to Li* n a gemleaian*$ stick : n 
curious soit of <'ane, that I was uni 
holding in ny iunol, jusv . the fire wante 
stirring; and not much thinking, at hat 
momoat, by great ill luck, of wh vas 
about, I poked n in*^o the mi ’lie -it the 
grate ; and not a sc < ht^>]: 't tc tt te 
notice of it, any more th. i mvsel*, till it 
made a prodigious crackling ' nd all 
that was not consumed sp..c in spiinit r<; 
1 never was so out of countei^ancc m 
my life. I could not make a single apo* 
logy. So thev all thought 1 did no* mind 
it ! Don't you .hink so, too, now f For 
I am very sorr^ I tore your note, I assure 

*]FOU!” 

Ellis readily accepted his excuse. 

<* Well, and another thne,” he con* 
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tinuedy ** I had a stiP worse accident j 1 
was running after un id-iiatured gnU, 
that had stung a lady, with my hand 
uplifted to knock him down, anu, very 
unludcity, after he had led me a dai.ee all 
over the room, he darted upon the lady's 

t eek ; and, m m/ nnr< y cc crush him, 
jave her ''uch a „mai slap of the face, 
I«at •* her qui.e angry I was never 
M 1 w;>- bora. I ran away 

as I could ; fni , hsd not a word CO 
S . ,'.ysclf.’' 

“if beu began rektiiiig a third instance $ 
lilll' ■ .urrupted himj and again desired 
/ now ...s business. 

'' G':od ! tr’ e !” cried he, ** you do 
'^11 to put me in mind, for talking of 
' thing nxakcs a man sometimes for- 
another. it's what has happened 
me /efore now. One i’n’t always 
poa one’s, guard. I remember, once, 
y poor cousin w'as ..i^appointed of a 
laperon, to - go. with her to a ball, tdter 
eing udre^ed out , in all the best things 
nat she had in the world, and looking 
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bettef than ever she did before im herr/life, 
as she -'told me herself; and she asked me 
to run to a pardculaif'jfrienid^ to 4 beg 
that -she would accompany her, instead of 
the one that had failed i!her; so 1 -set 
off, as fast as possible, for 1 saw that. she 
was in a prodigious fidget ; not hmeh 
caring, I suppose, to be dizened‘'4||P, 
'and to put on her best looks, to be '^en 
by nobody but her papa and me; which 
is natural enough, for her papa always 
thinks her pretty ; and as- to me, I don’t 
doubt but she may be so neither ; though 
1 never happened to take much notice of 
it.” 

“:Wdl, Sir, to our business'?” cried 
■ Ellis. ' i I . 

Well, when;:'I arrived at .this friend 
of my cousin’s, I met there a friendr-of my 
..own, and one that I had not seen for 
fifteen years. I had- so prod%iotts much 
say to him, that it put aU my poor 
cousin’s- fine clothes and best looks out 
c4of '(ny head ! .and, .J am quire ashamed 
to own it, but w.e never once ceaseti our 



•confabulation,’ my old fri«id jjttidf ,.I> till, 
rto my, great snrprize, supper was brought 
Ijpon rile table! I -was in extreme flon* 
^sioQ, indefd,! for, just then, somebody 
asked me how -my cousin did;;- which 
uiadfe me ireceileBfc'umy commission. I 
4 tald in allt-hUMe^ to the lady, ..end 
lllllegged, so. urgently, that , sh^.- would 
■^oblige my cousin, who would nevarr for- 
give me for not • delivering my . message 
sooner, if I < carried a- refusal, that, at 
last; 1 persuaded her to comply;- but I 
was so abashed by my fotgctfuloess, 
that 1 never thought of mentioning sthe 
ball. So diat when she arrived, all in 
her common gear, my poor cousin, who 
supposed that she had only waked, 
for ' her hair-dressers and shoe-makers, 
< looked at her with as much amaze- 
menc as if she had never seen* her 
' -before ' -jim' hfe. And -the lady was 
prodigiously, piqued not to be received 
better-; that they were upon the 
-ffrttry point of n quarrel, wh«i they .dis- 
>c 9 veFcd that all the fault was mine! 
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Bat bjr Ae tkaa dm diejr came to that 
part, I «as so oat of coontcaance, yoa 
arould,iafe5u<%ed that I had doAe it. all 
oa paiposel 1 was fc ^ teene d odl* of 
ntf wifest mi I made dF'la fut at 
posaRde; and when I ^ot to my own room, 
there was not a dtiir nad'^tdUe that 
1 -''ifid woif pot igahiA (he dMd, for 
of their bursting the iodt; they were 

uDln (m tll€l& til pBttnOflf^ 

to know odty f HiwHilmd thedi ao. 
jibid ihd'^'whfjlls' I oralr' At inno* 
cent of it as you aih ; fof 1 ~d|gy Odee 
^iho^lllk shoot ^herof them! mll'lAmy 

Kfer 

Agab tUiA endowed WtMK.wcre his 
dbobllaiidt, frankly aToW«ijjg[, dlil die was 
Mb riiadf*engrome4 by^Mfd aMtlAlclMly 
state of her own aflSurt, to attedd M iiqr 
ddier. 

. ' ^ What, then. Pm afirdd A(i0 poor 
people a’n't paid yet P*' 

** A poorer person, Sir, at I bdieve, 
lid Impe,** answered she, ^hing, fhnn 
' aty amoi^st them, is unpaid Mm ! 
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, Th^y wo^ 9otv; tl|f| 4aim,ypon 

^.your congpa^oiu’'-, 

. . ** "WbaUf kzye yovk^gq/f, id4>ts 

,, y0iuse^i^!^« 

Sir«. of/ Muf Arb%;» aod if 
.yqU( ec^nd yow beDeToleocie to < »pre* 
Mntio§,what is das to my ci¥(lit9Qi% it 
«<anay urge iier-to consider , jybat Js dne to 

*fc *0(10* # ' * 

i; *^,, £> 068 . apy body owe you <«af tnoB^, 

rt** ^Xe%«Sir ; and as najcii as id|i i| 0 |oit 
4 U I <iii^U 3 owe to others.? 
t, WhiU is the • reason, then, 4ii«t they 
don*t pay you ? *’ 

' 'Want of iuioving^ $ir, 4he value 

. of # 1 . little to Hthc selfosupported and ^s> 
itressa44; l^be want, ia'sluntt^ of coqai* 
deratiosfcj' 

« Bad ! bad ! — that i’n’t right ! cried 
he : put airend to it, howevet*;** rising 

hastily : ** I’ll make my cousin go to every 
ooevtnf thbmi They must be tan^t 
nlnA they should do. They aMsan Ipiry 
ivstt j but that’s of no use if ibey don’t 
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well too. And if my cousin don't go to 
tKcin, rfl go riiysetfi” 

*He theh qut^ffed /he house, m the greatest 
haste ; fdivihg blhtAd him bis parcel and 
liis stick, '^Wcli Wfei’e not perceived till his 
depatture, ‘ '* • ^ ‘ 

• ZlHs knew hot V(Sfe<fier to* lament or to 
rqbicti iat itIfS |jrA'diis6d mterferqnce ; 
wholly oV^set ’by^ these hew apd uhe^^ 
pe^tted 'ol#sHfiles% prh^hing ft>r fee^ imme< 
diil^absistl^iye, sh@ had hb moufee but to 
ai^kttt^ith'pi^eHfc© the effect of hj^helforts. 

3Tte foHxjtaing day, while ‘ pnxiously 
expecting^' him, she was surprized by 
andtfft¥' visit from Miss Arbe ; who, with 
an air'^^s sprightly as her own was de- 
jecJfedi cried, ‘^Wcll, I hope this new 
plan «i411 make an end of all o'ur difficul- 
ties. You'^have had time enough, now, 
to consider of it ; for I have such a little 
minhte always to stay, that I can ncyer 
preterid 'to discuss an hundred />f-os and 
rowj; Though, indeed;'' I flatter myself, 
' t is \ impossible your Scruples' should still 
hoid otiti But where in the world have 
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you hid, } our harp ? I have been peeping 
about for it ever since I came in. And 
my music ? Have you looked it over ? Is 
it not deiiphlful ? I long to plsty it with 
you. I trieil it twenty times by 
but I could , not JJut eyray. 

thing’s so niuch easier pne tri^ ric. 
togethei-, that I dare say we ^all con- 
quer all those horrid hard .pa^ges 
once. But where’s your ,harp;^— »-Te4 
me, However, first, what yoti,^d$ci4P'abq))%-. 
our plan ; for when once we beginuplay|pg, 
there’s no thinking of any thing, ptee.-* 

“If it be the concert you mean. 
Madam, 1 can only repeat my thanks ^ 
and that I can never, except to those 
ladies who arc, or who would v€}itjU|iK 
to. become my pupils, consent to be a 
pciTormer.” 

“ What a thousand pities, my dear; 
Miss Ellis, to throw away your charming 
talents, through that terrible diffidence! 
However, I can’t give you up so .^sily. 
I' mast pp.sitivcly bring you round j — ■ 
only if v\e stop now, we shan’t have ^ 
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moment for those horrid hard passages. So 
where’s my music ? And where, have you 
conjured your harp r ” 

The music, she answered, she had nei- 
•• thcr seen nor heard of ; the harp, useless 
since no longer necessary, she had sent 
home. 

The smiles and sprightly airs of Miss 
Afbe now instantly vanished, and 
were succeeded by undisguised displea- 
sure. To send back, without consult- 
ing her, an instruinciit that could never 
have been obtained but through her 
recommendation, she called an action 
the most extraordinary : she was too 
much hurried, however, to enter into 
any discussions; and must drive home 
immediately, to enquire what that eter- 
nal blunderer, her cousin Giles, had 
doitc, not only with her note, but w’ith 
‘her; music ; which was of so much con- 
setjuence, that his whole life could not 
make, her amends, if it had met with any 
accident; 

Ellis had been so far from purporting 
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to c:{«t licr.'.clt iiito^ any dependence upon 
Miss i^rbe, that, upon this unjust resent- 
ment, she suffered her to run down stairs, 
without ofTering any apology. Conceiving, 
however, that the parcel, left by Mr. Giles, 
might possibly contain the music in ques- 
tion, she followed her with it into .the 
shop 5 where she had the mortification 
of hearing her say, “ Miss Matson, as to 
your debts, you must judge 'for your^lf. 
I can’t pretend to be responsible . for 
the credit of every body that solicits.my 
patronage.” 

With the silent displeasure of -contempt, 
Ellis put the parcel into her bands, and 
K. treated. » 

“ Why how’s this ? here is my note 
unopened,” cried Miss Arbe. 

Fills, returning, said that she. had not 
• een any note. 

Miss Arbe declared that she had placed 
it, herself, within the pack-thread that was 
tied round the music ; but it appeared that 
Mr. Giles had squeezed it under the-bJ5©\vn 
paper cover, whence it had not been visible. 

M 3 
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Ai](i I wrote it,”, cried Miss Arbe, 
** purposely that you might he ready witli 
,ypur answer ; and to beg that you would 
not fail to study the passages I marked 
with a pencil, that we might know hpw 
to finger tlieni when we met. HqW- 
ever» . J shall certainly never trust that 

monstrous tiresome creature with another 

' • • ' ' ' ' / 

^^missnn.” 

HjSfie theijg-^cocunpajnifd hy .;h5isS)JBydjel, 
.^ 1 ^. noWjy^nte^cd tjtp., jb^p,.. and ihyjt^ 
.h<^sq^j,tP',;be the j^rty^j followed- jl^jis 
■up .S^alc^ to read the note, and talk the 
au^yct oyer. 

tliis note, KllU discovered that 
' entirely. altered : the, professor 

. wholly , oniitted, and she .was placed 
hpcsclf -at the head of a new entcrprl^. 

to be conducted under the iin^tc- 
.dii^and .aypwed patronage of Miss Arbe, 
,,i^pon ru^^hemc of that lady’s own sug* 
,and. ^rangcnient, which had lopg 

yj .^..^b^cf;^ion,was to be raised amopgit 
^ tl^. ladies of any fashion, or consc* 
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quenj;e, in or near Brighthelmstbn^, who^ 
whether as mothers, aunts, guar^ahsi or 
friends, had the care of any ydufil]^ ladies 
possessing mttsical talents.* Lady Kiindover 
had cons'ented that hec name ‘%ouf^ be 
placed at the bead of the lisf, a^s soBn as 
any other lady, of sufficient ' distinctioh 
tp be named imihetfiatery' after' 
ship, should come forward. 
rert ■was to be irt^the 

-Jidusqs of the principal subscribers, whofee 
apartments^ and inclinations, should best 
be suited to the purpose. The young 
ladies were to perform, by rdfation 
or selectbn, according as lady 

directress of the night, aided' by Miss 
Arbe’s counsel, should settle. A sttiall 
band ■was to be engaged, that the con- 
cert might be opened with the dignity 
of an overture; that the concertos^ m%1?t 
be accompanied ; ' and thfat the' whdfe 
might conclude with the celat of 
piece. Kills, for whose ad^abdtiiieht, 
and in whbse naaie, the irtdhey to 
be raised, that was to pay hcrseff, tlife 

M 4 
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other artists, and all the concomiiant*"* ex* 
pences, was to play upon the harp, and 
to sing an air, in the course of every 
act* 

This plan was » far less painful to her 
feelings than that which had preceded 
it, since the concert was to be held in 
private houses, and young ladies of 
fashion were themselves to be per- 
fonners ; but, . though her • thanks were 
giatteful and sincere, her determination 
was inuioveablo. ** It is not,’’ she said, 
‘‘.believe. me. Madam, from false notions 
of pride, that, because I, alone, am to be 
paid, I decline so honourable a method 
of , extneating myself from my present 
difliculties : my pride, on the contrary, 
urges me to every exertion that may 
lead to self-dependence : but who is per- 
mitted to act by the sole guidance .of their 
own percqjtions and notions? who is so 
free, I might better, perhaps, say so 
desolate,-— as to consider themselves.clear 
of ail responsibility to the opinions^ of 
others?” 
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“ Of others ? \Vhy do you belong, 
then, really, to any body, Mrs. Ellis ?” cried 
Miss Bydel. 

“ They must be pretty extraordinary 
people,” Said Miss Arbe, contemptuously 
dropping her eyes, “ if they can disapprove 
a scheme that will shew your talents to so 
much advantage j besides bringing you into 
the notice of so many people of distinction.” 
Then, rising, she would forbear, she said, 
to trouble her any more ; inform Lady 
Kendover of her refusal ; and let Lady 
Aurora know that her farther interference, 
would be unacceptable. 

At the name of Lady Auror«v, Ellis en- 
treated some explanation ; but Miss- Arbe, 
without deigning to make any, hurried lo 
her carriage. 

Miss Bydel, pouring forth a volley of 
iaterrogatories upon the intentioiK oftEliis, 
her expectations, and her means, woald> 
have remained ; but site reaped so little: 
satisfaction t]]fit, tired, at length, herself^ she , 
/Retreated ; though not till she had i fiilly 
caught the attention of Ellis, by the follotv- 

H 5 
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mg;»rordA^ . “ I hast been .very ready^Mrs.* 
£lUs. to serve. .Vou. hioyourr^tress $ .bxA.i 
hepe.yDu won’t ftvget- tb«t i. always* in^ 
tended to be disbursed by;.ycHir -invtsic 
teaching : so, if you don’t do thartny more, 
I can’t see why you won’t do this ; that you 
may pay me.” 

She then took leavcv 

Ellis was far more grieved than ofiended 
by this reprimand, which, however gross, 
did not seem unjust. To judge me, she 
cried, by my present appearance, my re- 
sisting this offer must be attributed to im- 
pertinence, ingratitude, or folly. And how 
can I expect to be judged but by what is 
seen, what is known ? Who is willing to 
be so generous, who is capable of being so 
noble as to believe, or even to conceive, that 
lone’y distress, • like mine, may call for 
rcsptct and forbearance, as well as for pity 
and assistance ? — Oh Lady Aurora ! — 
sole charm, sole softener of my sufferings ! 

Oh liberal, high-minded J^arleigh ! — 
why are there so few to resemble you ? 
And why must your virtues and yrur 
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kindi.^Sy for me, be null? ,Whyt am I 
doomed to seek<i**«so hardly iSttp* 

port that flies me, — yet to fly the consola- 
tiott that offers'? 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

*"1 ■'HE Golc hope of Ellis for extrication 
from these difficulties hung now 
upon Mr. Giles Arbe; whom she had 
begun to apprehend had forgotten his 
promise, when, to her great relief, he 
appeared. 

Nothing could be less exhilarating 
than his air and manner, lie looked 
vexed and disconcerted; sat down with* 
oat answermg the civilities of her re* 
ception; sucked, for some minutes, the 
head of his stick ; and then began talk* 
ing to himself ; from time to time ejacu- 
lating little broken phrases aloud, such 
as : “ It^i’n’t right ! — It can’t be right ! 
-tui Arisb they would not do such things. 

youog creatures, too, some of 
tlMm. — Fie ! fie ! — They’ve no thought ; 
— that’s it ! — they’ve no thought. — 
Mighty good hearts, — and very pretty 
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iaccs, 100, some of *emj — but sad little 
empty heads, — except for their own plea- 
sures} — no want of flappers* there! — 
Pie! fiei” • , 1 . 

Then letting fall two guineas and a 
half upon the table, “ There,* my ’'ddai^*' 
he cried, in a tone of chagrin, n” there’s 
aU I have been able to gather amongst 
all your scholars put together ! What 
they do with their money I don’t know; 
but they arc all very poor, they tell me : 
except Lady Arramede ; and she’s so 
rich, that she can’t possibly attend, she 
says, to such pitiful claims : though I 
said to her, * If the sum. Ma’am, is too 
small for your ladyship’s notice, the 
best way to shew your magnificence, 
is to make it greater ; which will also be 
very acceptaUe to this young person.* 
Dut she did not mind me. She only 
said that you might apply to her stew- 
ard at Christmas, which was the time, 
she believed, when he settled her affairs } 


* Swift's Laputa. 
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but , as to hereelf, she never meddle<i with 
such insignificant matterSi’* 

Christmas ?” repeated . Ellis j ** and 
’tis now but the beginning of April !’* . 

^*'1 went next to the Miss Crawldys; 
but they: only fell a .laughing.. . All: I 
could say, and all I. could do, and all I 
Gouhi ccprescotv only set ^em . a laughing, 
l-.rncver ‘itnew what’ at. Nor they, nei- 
.‘thiey did not . laugh:, the ;less 
foKiitlat. .■ ‘ On^ of them stretched her 
mowdil^asorinsdilc, that 1. was afr^ud she 
\vouhi.,’baTe cut her checks through to 
her .learsc and t’other frightened me 
sriii< irLore^ for she giggled herself so 
bkok <che >face, that ■!< thought, she 
must ihaye'^ expired in V a fit. And not 
onei,aitt‘ong us knew ^what it was all for! 
But: the more h stared at themy. the 
kmdeir..’ they laughed; They, .never stopt 
tiU ;:they were so weak, that t could 
itob'- stahd f , '^and then they ., held] :thdo 
sides, and were quiet enough ; till 1 
happened to: ask them, if 4hey had done ? 
and that set tbteni off again. They are 
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merry .little souls-; not very heavy, I 
believe, in the head ; 1 don’t suppose they 
have a thought above once in a twelvc- 
inonth.’^ 

He had then applied to their brother, 
-^ir Marmaduke professed himself' ex« 
irenicly shocked, at the circumstances 
which had prevented his sisters from pro- 
iking bngcr by the instructions of so fine 
a i^irtuosa as The Ellis ; but be hoped 
tlrat something might yet be adjusted 
tor the future, as he was utterly ashamed 
to ofiev such a trifle as this account, to 
so accomplished a young person as 
The Ellis. “ I told him,' then,” con- 
tinued Mr* Giles, “ that it was no trifle 
to you, for you were so very poOr that 
you could not pay for your clothes; 
^'Ut I could never obtain any other 
answer from him, than that he had. -too 
much consideration for pu, to think .of 
oSekingJ-you a sum so unworthy yoiui 
merit*” 

/ 'ff <Tbisj indeed, is rather singul;^^” 
cried Ellis, half smiling, “ that the 
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smallness of my demands should m;ike one 
person decline paying me from contempt, 
and another, from respect !” 

Next, he related, he went to Miss Brin- 
ville, who, with great displeasure, denied, 
at first, having ever been a scholar of Miss 
Ellis. The young woman had been with 
her, indieed, she said, to chuse her a harp, 
or tune it, or something of that sort ; but 
she -had found her so entirely unequal to 
giving. any lessons; and the professor, her 
present master, had so completely convinced 
her of the poor young woman’s ignorance, 
that it was quite ridiculous to suppose hav> 
ing seen any body, once or twice, for an 
odd hour or two, was sufficient for being 
considered as their scholar. “ Upon this,” 
continued Mr. Giles, “ I told her that if 
she were not amongst your pupils, she 
must be amongst your friends ; and, in that 
case, I doubted not, from your great good 
nature, you would dispense with^ber pay- 
ment.” 

** Well, Sir ?” cried Ellis laughing, “ ani? 
what said my friend ?” 

5 
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“ Good me! all lieas changed in a 
mintJte! She had " never, she saidy had 
such a thought as I'eceiving you but a"s 
her music -mistress. So then, again, I 

demanded the money ; for if she is not 
your friend, said I, you can’t expect hefc 
to teach you for nothing. But she told 
me she was just quitting Brighthelm- 
stone, and could not pay ybU till' shfi'goc 
to London. I really ca’^’t find oiil 'tvha 
makes them all so poof;' but they’SiMt 
prodigbusly out of cash* Thbse' '^etas 
and gauzes, I believe, ruin them. Thejl 
dress themselves so prettily, and go tO 
hear those tunes so often, that^they haye 
not a shilling left” for other expenccs. It 
?’n’t right ! It can't be right I And so I 
told her. ' I gave her some advice. 
‘ There's a great concert to-night. Miss 
Brinvillc,' said I; * if you take my coun* 
sel, you tyon’t go to it ; nor to ever an- 
other for a wedc dr two to come: and 
il|en you can pay this young lady what 
iou oWO' her, without putting yourself ' to 
any difficulty.’ But she made me no 
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reply. She 6nly eyed me askance, as if 
she Mroiild have liked pi'odigiously to order 
me out of the room. I thought I never 
saw her nose look so thick! I never 
took so much notice' of it before : but 
it spoils her beauty sadly. After this, I 
went to Miss Sycamore, and T surprized 
her. . playing ' upon her haip. * This is 
•lucWy enough,* said I, ’ * M&s Sycamore ! I 
"find -iyou'-’ W the act ‘of acivantage 

^wtirf^flte'very 'i^o' ‘tcants to reap 

■advantage frdhi youl'”- So rtieti I deihanded 
your money. But she told the that she 
had none to ^pire, and that she could not 
yhu yiet. ® Why then,* said I, * Miss 
tSycMmore, yaft'-musf‘ 'give her back her 
instructions!’ I thought this would have 
piqued her; but ^she w'on’t easily be put 
out of her way. So she thr^iw her ahns 
round her harpt, vtifh the prettiest languish^ 
Ki^t you'can imagine, making herself Idok 
just like a picture ; and then she played tne 
a ^tvhole set of airs and graces ; quite 
taTishing, I protest. And When she htJd 
done, ‘There!’ she cried, * there, l«!r. 
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Aibc, those were her instructions : carry 
ihcm back !* — I declare I don’t know how 
I could be angry wi.h her, she did it with 
such an elegant toss ! But it was not 
right ; it could not be right ; so I ,vras 
angry enough, after the first monpent. 
'* Pray, Miss Sycamore,’ said I, * what hat« 
you done for this young Jady* to.expect 
that she should, do all this for you ? Have 
you . got her any place. I --rHave you ^ 9 - 
curfd her. ,ajay emoJLuntept ? — JlaiVe yoji 
giyc^.h.cr any .pleasure ? — Have^yot^jJpji? 
luT any honour ?’ — She had npt a wor4 
to answer : so site twirled bpr fingers .upon 
!icr harp, ^d suhg and phyed till I was 
almost invis.hcd again. B^t I would not 
give way; so I. sai^, ‘Miss Sycamore, ,, if 
she owes you neither place, nor profit^ 
neither pleasure, nor honour j I should bo 
g’ad. to know upon what pretence you lay 
claitn tp her Tmie, her Trouble,, her Talents, 
and her .Patience 

O could such a, question,” crie4 
^lis, “ be put more at large for all the 
harassed indubirious, to all the unfeel.- 
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ing indolent ! — what rcllcctions might k 
not excite! what injustice might it not 
obviate !” 

“ ‘Why I’ll say it any where, my dear, 
if you think it will do any good. 1 always 
give ray opinion j for I never sec what a 
man has one for, if he must not utter it. ‘ 
However, I could make nothing of Miss 
SycaBnio,t!e.- Those young ladies who play 
sing in p^lic, at those private rooms, 
©f-;four or- five, hundred people, have 
their .p 0 <Mr> little heads so. taken up, be- 
tween the compliments of the company 
when they are in the world* and their 
when . they are by themselves, that 
there i’n’t a moment left them for a little 
thought.” 

His next visit was to Lady Kendover ; 
by whom he, was received, he said, with 
such politeness, and by whom Ellis was 
intlHiooed with so much CQi^ideratiqn, 
ihSU' he thought he should quite oblige 
hef ladyship, by giving her an opportu- 
nity to serve a young person of whpiTi 
sh« iE|>oke with so much civility. “ Ujpon 
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which,” continued he, “ I told her about 
your debts, and how much you would 
thank her to be as quick as possible in 
helping you 'to pay them. But then she 
put on quite a new face. She was sur- 
prized, she said, that you should begin 
your new career by running into debt ; 
and much more at my supposing that 
she should sanctify such imprudence, by 
her name and encouragement. Still, 
however, she talked about her concern, 
and her admiration, in such elegant sen- 
tences, that, thinking she was coming 
round, ‘ Madam,' said I, ‘ as your lady- 
ship honours this young- lady with so 
generous a regard, I hold it but my duty 
to tell you how you may shew it the most 
to her benefit. Send for all her cre- 
ditors, and let them know your lady- 
ship’s good opinion of her; and then, I 
don’t doubt, they’ll wait her own conve- 
nience for being paid.’ Well ! all at 
once her face turned of a deep brick 
red, as if I had offered her an affront' in 
6nly naming such a thing! So then I 
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grew v^ry angry indeed j for, as she is 
neithTeV^’ young nor prcMy, there Is no 
onit thing- to excuse her. If she had 
been young, one might have hoped she 
wouf3 mend ; and if she were pretty, 
onfe'm^'ht suppose she was only thinking 
of hci* looking-glass. But her ladyship 
is plain ^otigh, as well as old ; so 1 felt 
no scruple to reprimand her. But I 
gained no ground j for just as I was be- 
gintting to cry down the uselessness of 
that ‘todipKtnentary language, if it meant 
notyiig ; sho said that she was very sbrn*' 
to hwfe the 'honour to leave me, but that 
she' iSfust 'go' and dress for dinner. But 
then, just as I was coming away, and 
upon the point of being in a passion, I 
was 8(0^ by little Lady Barbara ; that 
sweet fine child ; who asked me a hun- 
dred Itind questions about you, without 
paying arty regard- to the winking of" 
blinking^ of ' her iabttt Kendovef. “ 'She is' 
a mighty agreeable little soul. 1 hav^ 
taken a gfeirf'^ikindnesfe Nit’*fcer. She let'^ 
out- sberefs to mej and I should 
6 
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like nothing better than to tell them all 
to you ; only I^dy Kendover charged 
me to hold my tongue. The ladies are 
very fond of giving that rccommenda" 
tion to 'us men ! I don’t know (smiling) 
whether they arc as fond of giving the 
example! In particular, she enjoined me 
not to mention Lady Aurora’s benig your 
banker.” 

“ Lady Aurora ?” 

Yes, because my cousin would, 
quite affronted ; for she arrangei; 

Lady Kendover says, so extremely 
that she deserves to have her ow9< 

She likes to h?ve it too, I believe, • very 
well.” ' 0 . 

“ I.ady Aurora my banker ?” 

“ Yes ; they wTote to Ifacjy Aurora , 
about it, and ^he sent them word, that,, 
if the fSchenis* were agreeabi? to you^ ^shls , 
begged to f;onsidero4 as responsible 4cii\ 
any expenccs that you might incur in jtn, 
preparatioin.” . ‘ 

l.ady Aprora, then, approves tbo 
plai|i?” cried Lilis in much disturbjpac^, 
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Yes, mightily, I believe ; though 1 am 
not quite sure, for she jdesired you might 
not be pressed, nor hurried j for * if,’ 
says she, in a letter to Lady Barbara, * it 
is not her own desire, don’t let any body 
be so cruel as to urge her. We know not 
her history, and cannot judge her objec- 
tions but she is so gently mannered, so 
sweetly well bred, so inexpressibly ami- 
able, that it is impossible she' should not 
do every thing that is right.” 

" Sweet-trusting.generous Lady Au- 
rora!” cried Ellis, while tears gushed 
fast into her eyes, with strong, but de- 
lighted emotion : “ Mr. Giles, I see, now, 
what path I may pursue; and you, who 
are so benevolent, will aid me on my 
yray.” 

She then entreated him, through the 
medium of Lady Barbara, to supplicate 
that the beneficence of Lady Auxora 
sijgh| be exerted in the payment of the 
debts already contracted; not in obviat* 
ing new ones, which she felt no disposi- 
tion to incur. 
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“* ril undertake that with all my heart, 
tny dear ; and you’ll be sure to have the 
money for what you like best, because 
it’s a man who is to be your pfymaster.-* 

« A man ?” 

• " Yes ; for Lady Aurora says, that 
though she shall pay the whole herself ul- 
timately, the draft upon the banker, for 
tlie present, must be in the name of her 
brother.” 

I'dlis changed colour, and, with far 
deeper emotion, now walked about her 
room, novv seated herself, now hid her face 
with her hands, and now ejaculated, 
“ How — how rhall I decide.” 

She then enquired from whom Mr. Giles 
had received the two guineas and the 
h# guinea which he had put upon the 
table. 

From Mr. Tedman. 

Mr. Tedman, she .said, was the only 
person of the whole set who owed hef 
nothing j but to whom, on the contrary, 
she was herself ■ indebted j ’iiibt having 

VOL, It. N 
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yet had an opportunity to clear what he had 
advanced. 

** So he toldl me,” cried Mr. Giles ; 
“ for I don’t believe he forgets things 
of that sort. But he said he had such 
a regard for you, that he would stand to 
trusting you with as much again, put in 
case you would give him your receipt for 
paying it ofi' in lessons to his daughter. 
And for this much, in the mean while, 
as you were not by, he consented to take 
mine.” 

“ You are very kind, Sir,” said 
Ellis j “ and IVIr. Tedman himself, not- 
withstanding his deficiency in educa- 
tion and language, is, I believe, really 
good : nevertheless, I am too uncer^in 
of ray power to continue ray musical 
project, to risk a new bankruptcy of 
this ^ture.” She then begged him' to 
l^yke ' back the money ; with a promise 
that she would speedily settle what yet 
remained undischarged of the |ptincr ac- 
count. 

He blamed her warmly. « Mr. Ted. ' 
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man,” he said, is rich and good na- 
lured, you are poor and helpless : he 
ought to give ; it’s only being just : you 
ought to accept, or you are only very 
foolish.” 

** Do not be hasty to blame me, my good 
Mr. Giles. There arc certain points in 
which every one must judge for himself. 
With regard lo me, I must resist all pe- 
cuniary obligations.” 

“ Except to poor tradeS'pcoplc !” cried 
he, nodding a little reproachfully ; “ and 
those you will let work and toil for you 
gratis!”' 

Ellis, shocked, and struck to the quick, 
looked deeply distressed. Perhaps,” 
she said, “ 1 may be wrong ! Justice, 
certainly, should take place of whatever 
is personal, however dear or near its in- 
terest ! — ” 

She paused, ruminated, irresolute, and 
dissatisfied ; and then said, “ Were I 
to consult only myself, my own feelings, 
whatever they may be, should surely and 
even instantly give way to what is due 
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to others ; but I must not imagine that I 
shall be doomed for ever to this de- 
plorable condition ; and those to whom 
1 may yet belong, may blame — may 
resent any measures that may give publi- 
city to my situation. Will not this ob- 
jection have some weight. Sir, to lessen 
your censure of my seeming insensibility, 
lo claims of which 1 acknowledge the 
right?" 

“ What, then, you think, I suppose, 
that when your friends come to you, 
they’ll be quite pleased to find you have 
accepted goods and favoui-s from your 
shoe-maker, and your hosier, and your 
linen-draper ? though they would be too 
proud to let you receive money from the 
rich and idle^ Better sing those songs, 
my dear ! , much better sing those songs ! 
Then you’ll have money for yourself and 
every body." 

EUfs now breathed hard. “.Alas!" 
she cried, justice, reason, common 
sense, all seem against me ! If, there- 
fore, Lady Aurora approve this scheme, 
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— my fears and my feelings must yield to 
such a tide ?” 

Again, painfully, she paused ; and then, 
sighing bitterly, added, “ Tell MissArbe, 
Sir, — acquaint Lady Kendover, — - let 
Lady Aurora be informed, that I sub- 
mit to their opinions, and accept, upon 
their own terras, their benevolent assist- 
ance.” 

He held out his hand to her, now, with 
exulting approbation ; but she seemed over- 
whelmed with grief, apprehension, and 
regret. 

He looked at her with sur|Jrise. “ Why 
now, my dear,*’ he said, tenderly, “ what’s 
the matter with you ? Now that you are 
going to do all that is right, you must be 
happy.” 

“ What is right, alas! — for me, at 
least,” she cried, “ I know not ! I should 
not else be thus perplexed. — • But I act in 
the dark I — The measure in which I ac- 
quiesce, I may for ever repent, — yet I 
know not how, else, to extricate myself 
from dilHculties the most alarming, and re- 

N t 
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monstrances — if not menaces— -the most 
shocking !” 

Heavily she sighed ; yet, definitively, she 
agreed, that, .since, unhappily, the debts 
were incurred, and her want of credit made 
immediate payment necessary, she could 
not, herself, in combining the whole of her 
intricate situation, find any plan more eligi- 
ble than that of performing at this siibscrip- 
fion-concert. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

''I ’’HIS resolution once made known* not 
an instant was allowed to retract, or 
even to deliberate : to let it reach Miss Arbe 
was to put it into execution. That lady 
appeared now in her chosen element. She 
suggested all that was to be attempted ; she 
directed all that was to be done. A com> 
mittec of ladies was formed, nominally for 
consultation, but, in fact, only for applause ; 
since whoever ventured to start the smallest 
objection to an idea of Miss Arbe’s, was 
overpowered with conceited insinuations of 
the incompetency of her judgment for de- 
ciding upon such matters ; or, if any one, 
yet bolder, presumed to hint at some new 
arrangement. Miss Arbe looked either sick 
or angry, and declared that she could not 
possibly continue to offer her poor advice, if 

N 4 
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it were eternally to be contested. This an- 
nihilated rather than subdued interfe- 
rence j for the whole party kas of opi- 
nion, that nothing less than utter ruin 
to the project could ensue from her de- 
fection. 

This helpless submission to ignorant 
dominion, so common in all committees 
where the leaders have no deeper science 
than the led, impeded not the progress of 
the preparations. Concentrated, or arbi- 
trary government may be least just, but it is 
most effective. Unlimited in her powers, 
uncontrouled in their exertion. Miss Arbe 
saved as much time by the rapidity, as 
contention by the despotism of her pro- 
ceedings. 

All seemed executed as soon as 
planned. The rooms were fitted up ; the 
music w as selected for the performance ; 
iKe uniform for the lady-arthts was fixed 
upon ; all succeeded, all fiourished, — 
save, only, the subscription for the 
concert ! 

6ut this, the essential point, neither 
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her authority nor her influence was suiE> 
ciently potent to accelerate. Nothing is so 
quick as the general circulation of money, 
yet nothing requires more address than 
turning it into new channels. Curiosity 
was amply awakened for one evening’s 
entertainment ; but the subscription, which 
amounced to ten guineas, was for three 
nights in the week. The scheme had 
no interest adequate to the expence 
either of time or of money thus de> 
manded ; except for matrons who had 
young ladies, or young ladies who had 
talents to display. And even these, in the 
uncertainty of individual success, were 
more anxious to see the sum raisefT 
from others, than alert to advance it them- 
selves. • 

This slackness of generosity, and 
dearth of spirit, Jiowever offensive to the 
pride, rather animated than dampt the 
courage of Miss Arbe. She saw, she 
said, that the enterprize was arduous; 
but it’s difliculties, and not the design, 
should be vanquished. Her prepara* 
N 5 
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tions, therefore, were continued with 
unabated conhdence, and, within a week, 
all the performers were summoned to a 
rehearsal* 

Ellis was called upon with the rest ; 
for in the name of Miss Ellis, and for the 
sake and the benefit of Miss Ellis, all the 
orders were given, all the measures were 
taken, and all the money was to be 
raised : yet in no one point had Ellis been 
consulted ; and she would hardly have 
known that a scheme which owed to her 
it’s name, character, and even existence, 
was in agitation, but from the diligence 
with which Miss Arbe ordered the resto- 
^tion of the harp j and from the leisure 
which that lady now found, in the 
midst of her hurries, for resuming her 
lessons. 

Ellis, from the time that she had 
agreed . to this scheme, devoted herself 
completely to musical studies ; and the 
melodious sounds drawn forth from her 
harp, in playing the exquisite compos!* 
dons of the great masters, with whose 
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works her taste, industry, and talents 
had enriched her memory, softened her 
sorrows, and soothed her solitude. Her 
vocal powers, also, she cultivated with 
equal assiduity ; and she arrived at the 
house of Miss Sycamore, where the first 
rehearsal was to be held, calmly prepared 
to combat every internal obstacle to ex- 
ertion, and to strive, with her best abi- 
lity, to obtain the consideration which 
she desired, from the satisfaction, rather 
than solely from the indulgence of her 
auditors. 

But the serenity given, at least as- 
sumed, by this xesolution, was suddenly 
shaken through a communication made 
to her by Mr. Giles Arbe, who was watch- 
ing for her upon the stair-case, that fifty 
pounds had been deposited, for her *use, 
with his cousin. Miss Arbe, by Lady 
Aurora Granville. 

Intelligence so important, and so 
touching, filled her with emotion. Why 
had not Miss Arbe transmitted to her a 
donation so seasonable, and so much in 
K 6 
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unison with her wishes ? Instantly, and 
without scruple, she resolved to accept it ; 
to adopt some priyate plan of maintenance, 
and to relinquish the concert-enterprizc 
altogether. 

This idea was enforced by all her 
feelings. Her original dislike to the 
scheme augmented into terrour, upon 
her entrance into the apartment destined 
for its opening execution, when she per- 
ceived her own harp placed in the most 
conspicuous part of the upper end of 
the room, which was arranged for an 
orchestra : while the numerous forms with 
which the floor was • nearly covered, 
shewed her by how many auditors she 
was destined to be judged, and by how 
many spectators to be examined. Struck 
aniJ^flFrighted, her new hope of deliverance 
was doubly welcomed, and she looked 
ff^erly round for Miss Arbc, to realize it 
without delay. 

Mi^s Arbe, however, was so encircled, 
t^at there seemed little chance of ob- 
taining her attention. The situation of 
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Ellis was awkward and painful ; for while 
the oiTences by which she had so lately 
been wounded, made her most want en- 
couragement, the suspicions which she had 
excited seetned to distance all her acquain- 
tance. No mistress of the house deigned 
to receive, or notice her ; and though, as a 
thing of course, she would herself have ap- 
proached any other Miss Sycamore, 
there was a lively, ^61 hardy insolence in 
that young lady, which she had not courage 
to encounter. 

The company, at large, was divided into 
groups, to the matron part of which Miss 
Arbe was dictatorially haranguing, with very 
apparent self applause. The younger sets 
were engaged in busy whispering trios or 
quartettes, in corners, or at the several 
windows. 

Enibarrassed, irresolute, Ellis stopt 
nearly upon her entrance, vainly, seek- 
ing some kind eye to invite her on ; 
but how advance, w'here no one ad^ 
dressed, or seemed to know her ? Ah ! 
ye proud, ye rich, ye high ! thought 



( «78 ) 


she, why will you make your power, your 
W'ealth, your state, thus repulsive to all 
who cannot share them ? How small a por- 
tion of attention, of time, of ccmdescension, 
would make your honours, your luxuries, 
your enjoyments, the consolation, not the 
oppression, of your inferiours, or depend- 
ants ? 

While thus, s^^rowingly, if not indig- 
nantly, looking round, and seeing herself 
unnoticed, if not avoided, even by^ those 
whose favour, whose kindness, whose ris- 
ing friendship, had most eminently distin- 
guished her, since the commencement of 
her professional career, she recollected 
the stories of her disguises, and of her 
surreptitious name, which were spread 
abroad : her justice, then, felt appeased ; 
and she ceased to resent, though she could 
not to grieve, at the mortification which 
she experienced. 

Catching, nevertheless, the eye of 
Selina, she ventured to courtesy and 
smile j but neither courtesy nor smile 
^vias returned : Selina looked away, and 
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looked confused ; but rapidly continued 
her prattling, though without seeming to 
know hmself what she was uttering, to 
Miss Arr»^ede. 

Ellis, disconcerted, then proceeded, with 
no other interruption than an “ Ah ha ! 
are you there. The Ellis ?” from Miss 
Crawley j and an “ Oh ho ! how do do. 
The Ellis ?” from Miss Di. 

At the sound, however, of her name. 
Lady Barbara Frankland, starting from a 
little group, of which she had been the 
orator, exclaimed, Ellis? ---Is Miss Ellis 
come ?” And,' skipping to the place where 
Ellis was seated, expressed the most 
lively pleasure at her sight, mixt with 
much affectionate rfegret at their long sepa- 
ration. 

This was a kindness the most reviving 
to Ellis, who was now approached, also, 
by Lady Kendover ; and, while respect- 
fully courtesying to a cold salutation from 
that lady, one of her hands was suddenly 
seized, and warmly pressed by Selina. 

Excited by the example of Lady Ken- 
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dovcr, various ladies, who, from meeting 
Ellis at the houses of her several scholars, 
had been struck with her meri|p»and had 
conceived a regard ^pr her person, flocked 
towards her,- as if she had now first entered 
the room. Yet the notice of Lady Ken- 
dover was -merely a civil vehicle to draw 
from her attractions the young and partial 
Lady Barbara. 

Miss Arbe no sooner saw her thus sur- 
rounded, than, alertly advancing, and as- 
suming the character and state of a patro- 
ness, she cotiiplacently bowed around her, 
saying, “ Hpw kind you all are to my 
Protegee !** 

Miss Sycamore ended this scene, by 
calling upon one of the young ladies to 
open the rehearsal. ■ 

She called, however, in vain ; every 
one declared herself too much frightened' 
to take the lead ; and those whose eager 
eyes rolled incessantly round the room, 
in search of. admirers ; and whose little 
laughs, animated gestures, and smiling 
refusals, invited solicitation, were the 



( aSi ) 


most eloquent in talking of their, timidity, 
and delaying their exhibition j each being 
of opinion that the'. nearer she could place 
her performance to the conclusion, the 
nearer she should approach to the post of 
honour. 

To finish these difficulties. Miss Arbe 
desired Ellis to sing and play. 

Ellis, whose hopes were all alive, that 
she might spare herself this hazardous ex- 
periment, demanded a previous conference; 
but Miss Arbe was 3eaf and blind to what- 
ever interfered with the vivacity of her 
proceedings; and Ellis, not daring, with- 
out more certain authority than that 
of Mr. Giles Arbe, to proclaim her in- 
tended change of measures, was forced 
to give Way ; though with an unwilling- 
ness so palpable, that she inspired general 
pity. 

Mr. Scope himself would have handed 
her to the orchestra, but that he appre- 
hended such a step might be deemed an 
ac ion of gallantry, .and as such affect the 
public opinion of his morals ; and Mr. 
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Giles Arbe would have been enchanted 
to have shewn her his high regard, but 
that the possibility of .so doing, occurred 
to him only when the 'opportunity was 
past. Sir Marmaduke Crawley, how- 
ever, studiously devoted to the arts, 
set apart, alike, the rumours which, 
at one time, raised Ellis to a level with 
the rest of the company, and, at an- 
other, sunk her beneath their domes- 
tics; and, simply considering her claim 
to good breeding anti attention, as an 
elegant artist, courteously offered her his 
hand. 

Somewhat comforted by this little mark 
of respect, Ellis accepted it with so much 
grace, and crossed the apartment with an 
air so distinguished, that the urbanity of 
Sir Marmaduke soon raised an almost ge- 
neral envy of his office. 

Every one now was attentive : singing 
charms universally : no art, no accom- 
plishment has such resistless attraction: 
it catches alike all conditions, all ages, and 
iUl di^ositions : it subdues even those 
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whose souls are least susceptible either to 
intellectual or mental harmony. 

Foremost in the throng of listeners 
came. Lady . Barbara Franklaad, attended 
by Selina ; unopposed either by Lady 
Kendover or Mrs. Maple; those ladies 
not being less desirous that their nieces 
should reap every advantage from Ellis, 
than that Ellis should reap none in 
return. 

But Ellis was seized with a faint panic 
that disordered her whole frame; terrour 
took from her fingers their elasticity, and 
robbed her mind and fancy of those 
powers which, when free from alarm, gave 
grace and meaning to her performance : 
and, what to herself rfie had played with 
a taste and an expression, that the first 
masters would most have admired, because 
best have understood, had now neither 
mark, spirit, nor correctness : while her 
voice was almost too low to be heard, and 
quite too feeble and tremulous to give 
pleasure. 

The assembly at large was now divided 
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between snceiers and pitiers. The first in- 
sinuated, that Ellis thought it fine and lady- 
like to affect being frightened ; die second 
saw^ and coitpassionated, in her=-^i!ure, the 
natural effect of distressed modesty, min- 
gled with wounded pride. 

Nevertheless, her fervent, but iudlscriini- 
nating juvenile admirer. Lady Barbara, 
echoed by Selina, enthusiastically exclaimed, 
‘‘ How delightfully she plays and sings ! 
I low adorably !'* 

Miss Arbe, well aware that fear alone 
.had thus “ unstrung the lyre” of Ellis, 
secretly exulted, that the Dilettanti would 
possess her name and services for their 
institution, without her superiority. 
The Miss Crawlcys were laughing so im- 
moderately, at Mr. piles Arbe’s request- 
ing them to be quiet, that they did not 
find -out that the rehearsal, was begun: 
and the rest of the ladies had seized the 
moment of performance, for communi- 
cating to one another innumerable little 
secrets, w'hich never so aptly occur as 
upon s;'ch occasions ; Miss Sycamore 
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cKcepted, who, with a' cold and cutting 
sneer, uttered a malicious “ bi^vissima !” ' 

Inexpressibly hurt and chagrined, Ellis 
pr^ipitately quitted the orchestra; and, 
addressing Miss Arbe, said, “ Alas, 
Madam, I am unequal to this business ! 1 
must relinquish it altogether! And, — ifl 
have not been misinformed, Lady Aurora 
Granville — ” 

Miss Arbe, reddening, and looking much 
displeased, repeated, “ Lady Aurora 
who has been talking to you. about Lady 
Aurora ?” 

Ellis would have declined ‘giving hw 
authority j but Miss Arbe, without scru- 
ple, named Mr. Giles. That tiresome 
old creature,” she cried, “ is always 
doing some mischief* He’s my cousin, to 
be sure ; and he’s a very good sort of 
man, and all that ; but I don’t believe it’s 
possible for an old soul to be more trouble- 
some. As to this little sura of I.ord 
Melbury’s — ” 

“ Lord Melbury's?” repeated Ellis, 
much agitated, “If it be Lord Mel* 
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bury's, I have, indeed, no claim to 
make ! Bat I had hoped Lady Au- 
rora — ** 

** Well, well. Lady Aurora, if you will. 
It’s Lady Aurora, to be sure, who sends it 
for you ; but still — 

** She has, indeed, then, sent it for me ?” 
cried Ellis, rapturou^y ; “ sweet, amiable 
Lady Aurora ! — Oh ! when will the hour 
come — ” 

« 

She checked her speech ; but could not 
check the brilliant colour, the brightened 
countenance, which indicated the gay ideas 
that internally consoled her recent mortifi- 
cation. 

“And why. Madam,” she soon more 
composedly, yet with spirit, added, “ might 
1 not. be indulged with the knowledge 
of her lady^ip’s goodness to me r Why 
is MR' 'Giles Arbe to be blamed for so- 
luuijiml a communication? Had it, hap- 
|illyi reached me sooner, it might have 
spared me the distress and disgrace of this 
morning ?” 

She then earnestly requested to re- 
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ceive what wras so kindly meant for her 
succour, upon milder terms than such as 
did violence to her disposition, and were 
utterly unfittbg to her melancholy situa- 
tion. 

Somewhat embarrassed, and extremely 
piqueda MiSs Arbe made no reply but a 
fretful “Pish!” 

“ Lady Aurora,” continued Ellis, “ is so- 
eminently good, so feelingly delicate, that 
if any one would have the, charity to name 
my petition to her ladyship, she .would 
surely consent to let me change the 
destination of w'hat she so generously 
assigns to me.” 

Her eyes here glanced anxiously towards 
Lady Barbary ; who, unable to resist their 
appeal, sprang frpm Lady Kendover, into 
the little circle that was now curiously 
forming around Ellis ; eagerly saying, 
** Miss Ellis, ’tis to me that Lady Aurora 
.^ote that sweet letter, about the fifty 
flite^ds i and 1*11 send for it to shew you 
this moment.” , 

“ Do, little lady, do !” cried Mr. 
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Giles, suiiliiig • And nodding, “ you are 
the sweetest soul amongst them 

all?” 

Laughing -and delighted, she was 
dancing away ; but Lady Kendover, 
gently stopping her, said, “ You are too 
young, yet, my dear, to be aware of the 
impropriety of making private letters 
public.” ^ 

“ Well, then, at least, Miss Ellis,” 


she cried, “ I \vill tell you that one pa* 
ragraph, for 1^4iave read it so often and 
often that I have got it by heart, -it’s so 
very beautiful ! * You will .fnjti;eat Miss 
‘ Arbe, my dear Lady Ba2;^p| since , 
‘ is so good as to take the fji&tton of this 
‘ concert-enterprize, to ^^^ploy this little 
‘ loan to the best advanta^*^^|^JV’liss Ellis, 

* and the most to her sa^||«tion. Loan 
‘ 1 call it, for Miss Elli%ii|ljknow, will pay 
‘ it, if not in money, at least in a thou^od 


^ sWi:etnessc-s, of a thousand time^.^0||||p 

Ellis, touched with unspeakable 
was forced to put her hand before Jil^r eyes. 


] I 
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** * Don’t let her consult Miss Ellis 

* about its acceptance. ' Miss Eilb will 

* decline every thing that is personal, aiii 
« every thing that is personal what 1 
< most wish to present to her. I beg Miss 

* Arbe will try to find out what tnost 

* requires, and endeavour to sup^jt k ' uh* 

* named. 

*♦ ‘ Oh ! could I but discover what 

* would sooth, would console her ! How 

* often I think of her ! How I love to 

* recollect her enchanting talents, and to 
‘ dwell upon every hour that I passed in 
‘ her endearing society ! Why did Hot 
‘ Lady Kendover know her at that time ? 
‘ She could not, then, my dear Lady Bar- 

* bara, have wished you a sweeter compa> 
‘ nion. Even Mrs. Howel was neirly as 

* much captivated by her eiegaiice -and 
‘ manners, as I w as, and must ever remain, 

* by her interesdng qualities, and touching 

* senmbility. O be kind to her, Lady Bs(r- 

* bara ! for my sake be kind to her t 1 
‘ am quite, quite unhappy that I have no 
‘ power to be so myself !’ ** 

VOT,. II. 
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Tears now rolled in resistless sitreams 
down the cheeks of Ellis, though from 
■such l^eartfelt delight, that her eyes, swim- 
ming in liquid lustre, shone but more 
brightly. 

Nevettheless, the respect which such 
a panegyric might have excited in the 
assembly at large, was nearly lost through 
the rapidity with which it was uttered 
by the eager Lady Barbara ; and nothing 
short of the fascinated attention, and 
quick consciousness given by deep per- 
sonal interest, could have made it com- 
pletely intelligible even to Ellis : but to 
the sounds we wish to hear the heart 
beats responsive : it seizes them almost un- 
pronounced. 

Revived, re-animated, enchanted, Ellis 
now, with grace, with modesty, yet with 
iirmnes8,^4, renewed her request to Miss 
who, assuming a lively air, 
.■<^(|il|gh palpably provoked and embar- 
r sassed, answered, that Miss EUS did not 
at all understand her own interest ; and 
declared that she had taken the affiur in 
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hand herseif> merely to regulate it to the 
best advantage ; adding, ** You shall see, 
now, the surprise 1 had prepared^/or you, i£ 
tliat blabbing old cousin of mine bad not 
told you every thing before hand.’* 

Then, in a tone of perfectly restored 
self-complacency, she produced a packet, 
and, with a parading look, that said. See 
what I bestow upon you ! ostentanously 
spread its contents upon a table. 

** Now,” she cried, “ Miss Ellis, I hope 
I shall have the good fortune to please you ! 
see what a beautiful gown I have bought 
you !” 

The gown was z sarcenet of a bright 
rose-colonf ; but its hue, though the most 
vivid, was pate to the cheeks of Kills, as 
she repeated^ ** A gown. Madam f Per- 
mit me to ask— -for what purpose ?” 

“ For what purpose ?— To sii^ at our 
concert, you know ! It’s just the thing you 
want the most in the world. Ifow could 
you possibly do without it, you know 
when you come to appear b^ore us all ia 
public ?” 


0 2 
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While Ellis hesitated what to rqily, to 
a measure which, thus conducted, and thus 
announced, seemed to her unequivocally 
impertinent, the packet itself was sur* 
rounded by an eager tribe of females, 
and five or six voices broke forth at once, 
with remarks, or animadversions, upon the 
sUk. 

“ How vastly pretty it is !*' cried Miss 
Arramede, addressing herself courteously 
to Miss Arbe. 

** Yes, pretty enough, for what it is 
meant for,*’ answered Miss Sycamore j 
glancing her eyes superciliously towards 
ElUs. 

Pray, Miss Arbe, what did you give a 
yard for it,” demanded Miss Bydel ; and 
how much will the body-lining come to ? 
I hope you know of a cheap mantua- 
maker?” 

“ J^ess me, how fine you are going to 
make The Ellis !” cried Miss Cr^ley : 

why 1 shall take her for a rose !” 

“ Why then The Ellis will be The 
Rose !” said Miss Di ; ** but 1 should 

lO 
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sooner take her for my xrta;-<doU, when 
she’s all so pinky winky.” 

“ Why then The Ellis will- be The 
Doll !” cried Miss Crawley. 

The two sisters now seated, or rather 
threw themselves upon a sofe, to recover 
from the excessive laughter with which they 
were seized at their own pleasantry ; and 
which was exalted nearly to extacy, by the 
wide stare, and uplifted hands, of Mr. Giles 
Arbe. 

“ It’s horridly provoking one can’t wear 
that colour one’s self,” said Miss Arramede, 
for it’s monstrously pretty.” 

“ Pretty ?” repeated Miss Brinville : “ I 
hope. Miss Arramede, you don’t wish to 
wear such a frightful vulgar thing, because 
it’s pretty ?” 

“ Well, I think it’s vastly well,” said 
Miss Sycamore, yawning ; “ so don't 

abuse it. As our uniform is fixed to be 
white^ with violet-ornaments, it was my 
thought to beg Miss Arbe would order 
something of this shewy sort for Miss Ellis ; 
to distinguish us Dilettanti from the artists.” 

o 3 



( *94 ) 


It was not £IKs alone who felt the con> 
teroptuous haughtiness of this speech ; the 
m<m alt diropt thar eyes ; and I^ady Bar- 
bara eamessiv^ exclaimed, ** Miss Ellis 
cs^*t i|M kx^ng as beautiful and as 
an angel, let her dress how she 

wni r" ■ 

All obstacles being now removed for 
continuing the rehearsal, the willing 
lady-artists flocked around Miss Arbe ; 
and songs were sung, and lessons upon 
the piano-forte, or harp, were played j 
with a readuiess of compliance, taken, by 
the fair performers, for facility of execu- 
t’on ; and with a delight in themselves 
that elevated their spirits to rapture j since 
it was the criterion whence they calcu- 
lated the pleasure that they imparted to 
others. 

The pieces which they had severally se- 
lected siore so long, and the compliments 
whiefth^e whole company united to. pour 
ftynh after every performance, were so much 
longer, that the day was nearly closing, 
when Ellis was summoned io finish the act. 
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EUis, who had spent this interval first Tn 
curious, next in civil, and lastly in forced 
attention, rose now with diminished timi- 
dity, to obey the call. It was not that 
she thought better of the scheme, but 
that it appeared to her less formidable ; 
her original determination, therefore, tO' 
make her best exertions, returned with 
more effect, and she executed a little pre- 
lude with precision and brilliancy j and 
then accompanied herself in a slow and 
plaintive air, with a delicacy, skill, and 
expression, at once touching and mas- 
terly. 

This concluded the first act ; and the 
first act was so long, that it w’as unani- 
mously agreed, that some new regulations 
must be adopitd, before the second and 
third could be rehearsed. 

Every piece wliich had followed the 
opening performance, or, rather, failure, 
ol Ellis, had been crowned with plaudits. 
Every hand had clapped every movement ; 
every mouth had burst forth with ex- 
clamations of praise : Ellis alone was 
o 4 
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heard in silence ; for Ellis was unpro- 
tected, unsustained, unknown. Her 
situation was mysterious, and seemed 
open^ at times, to the most alarming 
suspicions } though the unequivocal re- 
gularity and propriety of her conduct, 
snatched her from any positive calumny. 
Yet neither this, nor the most striking 
talents, could have brought her forward, 
even for exhibition, into such an assem- 
bly, but for the active influence of 
Miss Arbe ; who, shrewd, adroit, and 
vigilant, never lost an opportunity to 
serve herself, while seeming to serve 
others. 


The fortune of this young lady was 
nearly as limited as her ambition and 
vanity were extensive ; she found, there- 
fore, nothing so commodious, as to re- 


pay the ^lid advantages which she en- 
joyed, j^tuitously, from various artists, 
by ^^onage ; and she saw, in the pre- 
case, an absolute necessity, either 
^o relinquish her useful and elegant 
^nistress, as an unknown adventurer. 
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not proper to be presented to people of 
fashion ; or to obviate the singular ob- 
stacles to supporting her, by making 
them become a party themselves in the 
cause of her protegee, through the personal 
interest of a subscription for their otvn 
amusement. 

Nevertheless, Ellis, alter a performance, 
which, if fairly heard, and impartially 
judged, must have given that warm delight 
that excites “ spirit-stirring praise,” was 
heard in silence ; though had a single 
voice been raised in her favour, nearly 
every voice would have joined in chorus. 
But her patroness was otherwise engaged, 
and Lady Barbara was gone ; no one, there- 
fore, deemed it prudent to begin. Neglect 
is still more contagious than admiration,: 
it is more natural, perhaps, to man, from 
requiring less trouble, less candour, less 
discernment, and less generosity. The 
Dilettanti, also, already reciprocally fa- 
tigued, were perfectly disposed to be as 
parsimonious to without their own 
line, as they were prodigal to all within it, 
o 5 
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of those sweet draughts of flattery, which 
they had so liberally interchanged with one 
another. 

f 

Miss Arbe considered her own mu- 
sical debts to be cancelled, from the 
moment that she had introduced her 
frotegh intg this assembly. She was 
wholly, therefore, indiflFcrent to what 
might give her support, or mortifica- 
tion ; and had taken the time of her 
performance, to demand a general con- 
sultation, whether the first harmonic 
meeting should be held in the apart- 
ment of Lady Arramede, which was the 
most magnificenlt ; or in that of Miss 
SytamoTe, \idiich, though superb, was the 
least condderable amongst the select sub- 
soakers. 

This was a point of high importance, 
and of animated discussion. 1116 larger 
a{>artmeDt would best excite the expec« 
tatimis of the public, and open the bu- 
sHmss in the highest style ; but the 
smaller would be the most crowded ; •— 
there would not be room to stir a step ; •— 
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scarcely a soul could get a scat ; — some 
of the company must stand upon the 
stairs j — “ O charming !” — “ O de^^ 
lightful !” — was echoed from mouth toi’ 
mouth } and the motion -in favour of 
I^liss Sycamore was adopted by acclama* 
tion. 

Ellis now, perceiving that the party 
was breaking up, advanced to Miss Arbej 
and earnestly requested to be heard ^ 
but Miss Arbe, looking as if she did not 
know, and was too busy to enquire what 
this meant, protested herself quite be- 
wildered with the variety of matters 
which she had to arrange ; and, shaking 
hands with Miss Sycamore, was hur- 
rying away, when the words “ Must I 
address myself, then, Madam, to Lady 
Aurora?’* startled her, and she impa- 
tiently answered, “ By no means ! Lady 
Aurora has put the money into my hands,, 
and I have disposed of it to the very best 
advantage.'* 

Disposed of it ?. — I hope not !, — I 
hope — I trust — that, knowing the ge- 
o 6 
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nerous wishes of Lady Aurora to in- 
dulge, as well as to relieve me, you have 
^^t' disposed of so considerable a sum, 
Without permitting me first to state to 
you, how and in what manner her lady- 
ship^s benevolence may most effectually be 
answered ?’* 

Miss Arbe, evidently more disturbed 
though nvore civil, lowered her tone ; 
and, taking Ellis apart, gently assured 
her, that the whole had been applied ex- 
clusively for her profit, in music, elegant 
desks, the hire cf instruments, and in- 
numerable things, requisite for opening the 
concert upon a grand scale ; as well as for 
the prettiest gown in the world, which, she 
was sure, would become her of all things. 

Ellis, with undisguised astonishment, 
asked by what arrangement it could justly 
be settled, that the expences of a sub- 
‘Ig^ption-concert should be drawn from 
the bounty of one lady ; that lady ab- 
sent, and avowedly sending Jier subscrip, 
tion 09^rely for the service of an individual 
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“ That's the very thing!” cried Miss 
Arbe, with vivacity : “ her ladyship’s send- 
ing it for that one performer, has induced 
me to make this very arrangement; 
to tell you the truth, if Lady Aurora had 
not been so considerate for you, the whole 
scheme must have been demolished ; and if 
so, poor hliss Ellis 1 what would become of 
you, you know ?” 

Then, with a volubility that shewed, at 
once, her fear of expostulation, and her 
haste to have done, she sought to explain 
that, without the necessary preparations, 
there could be no concert ; without a 
concert Miss Ellis could not be known; 
without being known, how could she 
procure any more scholars ? and without 
procuring scholars, how avoid being 
reduced again to the same pitiable state, 
as that from which Miss Arbe had had 
the pleasure to extricate her? And, in 
short, to save further loss of time, she 
owned that it was too late to make any 
change, as the whole fifty pounds was 
entirely spent. 
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It was not, now. chagrin alone, nor 
disa(/pi latment, nor 'iv. that the 
speaking features of Elhs t'.xhibitcd } in^ 
dign acion had a scrong portion of their 
expression ; but hiiss Arbe awaited not 
the remonstrance that they announced: 
more courteous, while more embarrassed^ 
she took Ellis by the band, and caress* 
ingly said, “ Lady Aurora knows, — for 
I have written to her ladyship myself,— 
that every shilling is laid out for your be> 
nefit ; — only we must have a beginning, 
you know, — so you won’t distress poor 
Lady Aurora, by seeming discontented, 
after all that she has dune for you? It 
would be cruel, you know, to t&tress 
her.” 

With all its selfishness, Ellis felt the 
truth of thisf cibservation with respect to 
Lady Aurop^. as forcibly as its injustice 
with rjsgprd to herself. She sighed from 
helpluiiiness how to seek ai.y redress; 
and Miss Arbe, still fawningly holding, 
her hand, added, “ But you don't think 
to stesd away without giving us another 
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air ? — Miss Sycamore ! •» Sir Marma> 
duke ! — Sir Lyell ! pray help me to per- 
suade Miss Ellis to hivour us with one 
more air.’ 

Disgusted and fatigued, Ellis would 

silently have retired ; but the signal 

being given by Miss Arbc, ail that re- 
mained of the assembly professed them- 

selves to be dying for another piece j and 
Ellis, pressed to comply with an eagerness 
that turned solicitation into persecution, was 
led, once more, by Sir Marmaduke, to the 
orchestra. 

Here, her melancholy and distressed 
feelings again marred her performance; 
she scarcely knew what she played, nor 
how she sung ; her execution lost its 
brilliancy, and her expression its refined 
excellence: but Miss Arbe, conscious of 
the cause, and alarmed lest any appeal 
to Lady Aurora should sully her own 
character of patroness, hoped, by the 
seductive bribery of flattery, to stifle 
complaint. She was the first, therefore, 
to applaud ; and her example animated 
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all around, except the stipercilious Miss 
Sycamore, and the jealous Miss Brinville, 
whom envy rendered inveterate. How 
exquisite !” — “ How sweet !” — “ How 
incomparable !” — “ What taste !” — 
“ What sounds !” — “ What expression !” 
— now accompanied almost every bar of 
the wavering, incorrect performance ; 
though not even an encouraging buzz of 
approbation, had cheered the exertions 
of the same performer during the ele- 
gant and nearly finished piece, by which 
it had been preceded. The public at 
large is generally just, because too enor- 
mous to be individually canvassed; 
but private circles are almost univer- 
sally biassed by partial or prejudiced in- 
fluence. 

Miss Arbe chose now to conclude, 
that ev«ry objection was obviated ; and 
Elhs strove vainly to obtain a moment’s 
ft^her attention, from the frivolous 
flutter, and fancied perplexities, of busy 
self-consequence. The party broke up: 
the company dispersed ; and the poor. 
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unconsidered, unaided, protegee^ dejectedly 
left the house, at the same moment that it 
was quitted triumphantly, by her vain, su- 
perficial, unprotecting patroness. 



( 3o6 ) 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

J^I SCOUR AGED and disgusted as 
Ellis returned from this rehearsal, the 
sad result of her reflections^ upon ail that 
had passed, and upon h^ complicate dii&> 
culties, with her debtors and creditors, 
served but to convince her of the necessity 
of perseverance in what she had under- 
taken ; and of patience in supporting what- 
ever that undertaking might require her to 
endure. 

From the eflPects of a hard shower of rain, 
in which she had been caught, while return- 
ing from the first rehearsal, she was icized 
with a hoarseness, that forced her to de- 
cline her own vocal performance at the se- 
cond. This was immediately spread about 
the room, as an excess of impertinence ; and 
the words, “ What ridiculous affectation !” 
— “ What intolerable airs !’* — - ** So she 
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must have a cold ? Bless us 1 how fine !” 
— >were repeated from mouth to mouth, 
with that contemptuous exultation, which 
springs from the narrow pleasure of envy, 
in fixing upon superior merit the stigma of 
insolence, or caprice. 

Ellis, who, unavoidably, heard these 
murmurs, was struck with fresh alarm, 
at the hardship of those professions 
which cast their votaries upon the mercy 
of superficial judges; who, without in* 
vestigation, discernment, or candour, 
make their decisions from common- 
place prejudice ; or current, but unex- 
amined opinions. 

Having no means to obviate similar 
injustice for the future, but by chacing 
the subject of suspicion, the dread of 
public disapprobation, to which she was 
now first awakened, made her devote 
her whole attouion to the cure of her little 
malady. 

Hitherto, a desire to do well, that she 
might not displease or dis!^>point her 
few supporters, had been all her aim ; 
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but sarcasms, uttered with so little con- 
sideration, in this small .party, repre- 
sented to her the disgrace to which her 
purposed attempt made her liable, in 
cases of sickness, of nervous terrours, or 
of casual inability, from an audience by 
which she could be regarded only as an 
artist, who, paid to give pleasure,' was 
accountable for fulfilling that engage- 
ment. 

She trembled at this view of her now 
dependant condition ; and her health 
which, hitherto, left to nature, and the 
genial vigour of youth, had disdained 
all aid, and required no care, became 
the first and most painful object of her 
solicitude. She durst not venture to 
walk out except in the sun-shine ; she 
forbore , to refresh herself near an open 
winddw ; and retreated from every un- 
closed door, lest humidity, or the sharp- 
ness of the wind, or a sudden storm, 
should again affect her voice ; and she 
guai'ded her whole person from the 
changing elements, as sedulously as if 
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age, infirmity, or disease, had already made 
her health the slave of prudential fore- 
thought. 

These precautions, though they an- 
swered in divesting her of a casual and 
transient complaint, were big with many 
and greater evils, which threatened to 
become habitual. The faint warmth of 
a constantly shut up apartment; the to* 
tal deprivation of that spring which exer- 
cise gives to strength, and fresh air to 
existence, soon operated a change in her 
whole appearance. Her frame grew 
weaker ; the roses faded from her cheeks ; 
she was shaken by every sound, and me- 
naced with becoming a victim to all the 
tremors, and all the languors of nervous 
disorders. 

Alas ! she cried, how little do we know 
either of the labours, or the privations, of 
those whose business it is to administer 
pleasure to the public ! We receive it 
so lightly, that wc imagine it to be lightly 
given ! 

Alarmed, now, for her future and 



( 3*0 ) 

general faeakh, ahe reSnqiushed this dan* 
gerous and enervating system ; and, com* 
mittmg herself again to the chances of the 
weather, and the exertions of exercise, was 
soon, again, restored to the enjoyment of 
her excellent constitution. 

Meanwhile, the reproaches of Mr. Giles 
Arbe, for her Seeming neglect of her 
own creditors, who had applied for his 
interest, constrained her to avow to him 
the real and unfeeling neglect which was 
its cause. 

Extremely angry at this intelligence, he 
declared that he should make it his especial 
business, to urge these naughty ladies to a 
better behaviour. 

Accordingly, at the next rehearsal, 
— for, as the relation of Miss Arbe, he 
was admitted to every meetings — he 
took >'an opportunity, upon observing 
two or three of the scholars of Ellis in a 
gfoup, to bustle in amongst them} and, 
pointing to her, as she sat upon a Ibrm, 
in a distant comer, ** Do but look,** he 
said, ** ae that pretty creature, ladies ! 
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Why don!t you pay her vhat you owe her 1 
$he wants the money very mucht I assure 
you.” 

A forced little laugh, from the ladies 
whom this concerned, strove to turn the 
attack into a matter of pleasantry. Lady 
Kendover alone, and at the earnest de- 
sire of her niece, took out her purse ; but 
when Mr. Giles, smiling and smirking, with 
a hand as open as his countenance, ad- 
vanced to rt'ceive what she meant to offer, 
she drew br^ok, and, saying that she could 
not, just then, recollect the amount of the 
little sum, walked to the other end of the 
J-ooiu. 

** Oh, ril bring you word what it is 
divectly, my lady !” cried ^ Mr. Giles ; 
** so don't get out of the way. And 
you, too, my Lady Arramede ; and you, 
bfiss Sycamore ; and you, Miss Brin-, 
ville } if you*ii all stand together, here, 
jn a cluster. I’ll bring every one of you 
the total of your accounts from her own 
ntouth. And 1 may as well xall those 
two merry young . souls, the Miss Craw- 
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leyis, to come and pay, too. Shd has eanKid 
bet money hardly ehough, I*m sure, p06r 
pretty lady !** 

“ 0» very hardly, to be sure t** cried 
Lady Arramede ; “ io play and sidg sure vast 
hardships !” 

Of quite insupportable !’* said Miss 
Sycamore : ** 1 ^on't wonder she com- 
plains. Especially as she has so much else 
to do with her time.*’ 

'** Do you think it very agreeable, then, 
ladies,’" cried Mr. Giles, ** to teach all that 
thrim thrum ?” 

“ Why what harm can it , do her iP’ 
said Miss Brinville : ** I don’t see -how 
she can well do any thmg that can^give 
her less trouble. She has only just to 
pdnt out one note, or one finger, instead of 
another.” 

** Why yes, that’s all she does, sure 
enough/’ said Miss Bydel, ** for I have 
seen, hep giye hw lessons.” 

What, then, ladies,” cried Mr. 
Giles, eorprised ; “ do you count for 
nothing being obliged to go out when 
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one had rather stay at home? and 
dress when one has nothing to put on? 
as well as to be at the call of folks who 
don't know how to behare? and to fag 
at teaching people who are too dull to 
learn ?” 

Ellis, who was within hearing, alarmed 
to observe that, in these last two phrases, 
he looked full at Miss Sycamore and 
Miss Brinville, upon whose conduct to- 
wards herself she had confidentially en- 
trusted him with her feelings, endeavoured 
to make him some sign to be upon his 
guard: though, as neither of those two 
ladies had the misfortune to possess suf- 
dcient modesty to be aware of their de- 
merits, they might both have remained m 
secure from offence as from consciousness, 
if her own quick fears had as completely 
escaped notice. But, when Mr. Giles per^- 
edved her uneasiness, he called out, 
“ Don’t be frightened, my pretty lady j 
don't think I’ll betray my trust! iNb, 
•no. I can assure you, ladies, you can't 
be in better hands, with respect' to ahjr 
von. II. V 
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of your feults or overdghts, for she never 
names them but with the greatest allow- 
ances. For as to telling them to me, 
that’s nothing ; beduse I can’t help being 
naturally acquainted with them, from 
sedng you so often.” 

** She’s vastly good !” — Amazingly 
kind!” was now, with affected contempt, 
repeated from one to another. 

** Goodness, Mr. Giles!” cried Miss 
Bydel, “ why what are you thinking of? 
Why you are calling all the ladies to 
account for not paying this young music- 
mistress, just as If she were a butcher, 
or a baker: or some useful tradesman.” 

** Well, so she is. Ma’am! so she is, 
Mrs. Bydcfl For if she does not feed 
your stomachs, sHe feeds your fancies; 
which aiw kii no better than starved wh(;n 
you are left to yours^lvek” 

** Nay, as to that, Mr. Grfles,*’ 

Mstk' Bydel, ** much as it’s interest 
that the young woman should have her 
money, for getting me jiack my own, 
1 can’t pretencli to say I think she should 
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be put upon the same footing w^h 
ing and drinking. We can all liye well 
enough without music, wd painting,^ and 
those things,. I hope; but 1 don't .{k^w; 
how we are to live without bread and 
meat.” 

** Nor she, neither, Mrs. Byd^! 
that’s the very reason that she wants tQ 
be paid.” , ^ 

But, I presume. Sir,” said Mr,. 
Scope, ** you do not hold it to be a^ 
essential to the morals of a state, to en> 
courage luxuries, as to provide for neces- 
saries? I don’t speak in any disparage- 
ment to this young lady, for she seems 
to me a very pretty sort of person. 1 
put her, therefore, aside ; and beg to 
discuss the matter at large. Or, rather, 
if I may take the liberty, I will speak, 
more closely to the point. Let me, 
therefore. Sir, ask, whether you opine, 
that the butcher, who gives us our 
richest nutriment, and the baker, to 
whom we owe the staflF of life, a» Solo, 
mon himself calls the loaf, should barely 

F 2 
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put upon a par with an artist ot luxury, 
who can only tom a sonata, or figure a 
minuet, or daub a picture?*' 

** Why, Mr. Scope, a person who pipes 
a tune, or dances a jig, or paints a fiice, 
may be called, if you will, an artist of 
luxury ; but thm ’tis Of your luxury, not 
his.’* 

** Mine, Sir?** 

** Yes, yours. Sir ! And Mrs. Maple’s ; 
and Mrs. Bydel's; and Miss Brinville’s; 
and Miss Sycamore’s; and Mrs. and 
Miss every body’s ; — except only his 
own.** 

«* WeUj this,” said Miss Bydel, “ is 
curious enough? So because there are 
such a heap of squallers, and fidlers, and 
daubers, I am to have the fault bf it ?’* 

I could not expect indeed,” 
all^ Mrs. Maple, ** that a gentleman so 
jniazingly fond of charity, and the poor, 
^d all that, as Mr. Giles Arbe, should 
have so little principle,'* as to let Obr 
worthy farOiers and Irades^^eopk lax- 
guish for want, iia order to pamper a 
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set of lazy dancers, and players, and 
painters ; who think of no one thing but 
idleness, and outward shew, and diver- 
sion.” 

** No, Mrs. Maple ; I am not for neg- 
lecting the farmers and trades-people; 
quite the contrary ; for I think you ^ould 
neither eat your meat, nor drink your beer, 
nor sit upon your chairs, nor wear your 
clothes, till you have rewarded the Indus* 
trious people who provide them* Till 
then, in my mind, every body should 
bear to be hungry, and dry, and tired, 
and what right have we 

to be fed, and covered, and seated, at 
other folks' cost? What title to gor- 
mandize over the butcher's fat joints, and 
the. baker's quartern loaves, if th^ who 
furnish them are left to giMw bones, and 
live upon crumbs ? We ought all of us 
to be ashamed of bring warmed, and di- 
aened in silks and satins, if the poor wa- 
vers, who fabricate them, and all their wires 
and babiqi^. are shivering in tatters ; and 
t<a toss and tumble ourselves about, on 
P 3 
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bavenad all the labour of constructing them, 
can t nnd a seat for theur weaiy limbs ! 


“ What you . advance there, Sir,'* 

I can't dispute; but 

'^r, I presume, putting this young lady 
3:21^* fimirz-J ^ ’ m , • . 

always out of the way ; you will not 

omtrovert my position, that the morals 




of^a* Smte require, that a proper di^tinc- 
^oif sho^d be^i;^^ u^, bei^^n the in- 
stranients of ^bdsteqce, and those, of 


amusem^t." 

« You are right enough, Mr, Scope,” 
cried Miss fiydel; ** for if singing 
dancing, and making images, are ever so 
pretty, one should not pay folks who follow 
such light callings, as one pays people that 
are useful.” 

** I hope not, truly !*' said Mrs. Maple. 

Mr. Scope, thus encouraged, went on 
to a formal dissertation, upon the mora- 
lity of repressing luxury ; which was so 
cordially applauded by Miss Bydel; and 
enforced by * sneers so penoial and 
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pointed against Ellis, by Mrs. M^le, Miss 
Brinville. and Mbs Sycamore, tl^ Mr. 
Giles, provoked, at length, to serious anger, 
got into the middle of the little auditory, 
j|nd, with amma^ gesticulation, stoj^^ 
all the attenipts of the slow and proring 
Mr. Scope to proceed, excirimed, ** Lux* 
uryf^ What b it you all of you mean 
*t>y lux^? Is it your own gmng to 
h^r sfnging and playrng? and to see 
dahdng and capering ?*and to loll at your 
ease, while a printer makes you look pretty, 
if you are ever so plain ? If it be, do 
those things no more, and there will soon 
be an end to them ! but don*t excite peo* 
pie to such feats, and then starve them for 
their pains. Luxury ? do you suppose, 
becaW such sights, and such sounJs, 


and such flattery, are luxuries to you, they 
are luxuries to those who produce them f 
^^dause you are in extacies to behold 
^yoiirsel^M grow younger and 
blooming’ every moment, do you con* 
'iitude ’that iie^ who mixes your colbum, 
ihd ‘dS^^'^our^efecIs, shw^ ybiir trans* 
P 4 



( 320 ) 

ports ? No ; he is sick to death of you ; 
and ionging to set his pencil at liberty. 
And because you, at idle hours, and from 
mere love of dissipation, lounge in your 
box at operas and concerts, to hear a 
tune, or. to look at a jump, do you 
itna^ne he who si^^ or who dance^, 
must be a voluptuary ; Nq ! all he <^oe$ 
k pain an^ toil to himself ; learnt with 
mjQlir^ and exhibited wi^h^^.^ difficult;^. 
Xhf b^^tej^jhe pei^orms,jthe harder he has 
wor]^. ,A1] the ease, and all the luxuiy 
are yours, Mrs. Maple, and yours. Miss 
By(^, apd ypur^ ladi« all, that ap the 
lookers on ! for he does not pipe or skip 
at his own hours, but at yours i he does 
not adorn hitnself for his own warmth, 
or convenience, but to please your tastes 
and fancies } he does noit execute w'hat 
is easiesS^ and what he likes best, but 
whg^is hardest, and has most chance to 
ypar applause. He sings, per> 
haps, when he may be ready to cry ; 
be plays upon those hSrps and fiddles, 
when he is half dyipg with hunger; 
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and he skips those gavots, and ^dangos» 
when he wiauld rather go to bed ! ^d 
all this, to gain himself a hard and 
fetlguing maintenance, in amusing your 
dainty idleness, and insufficiency to your* 
selves.” 

This harangue, uttered with an energy 
which provocation alone could rouse in 
the placid, though probing Mr. Giles, 
soon* broke up the party : Miss Syca- 
more, indeed, only hummed, rather 
louder than usual, a favourite passage 
of a favourite air; and the Miss Craw- 
leys nearly laughed themselves sick ; 
but Mrs. Maple, Miss Bydel, and Miss 
Brinvilie, were affronted ; and Miss Arbe, 
who had vainly made various signs to iier 
cousin to be silent, was ashamed, and re- 
treated : without Miss Arbe, nothing 
could go on ; and the rehearsal was ad- 
journed. 

The attempt of Mr. Giles, however, pro- 
duced no effect, save that of occasioning 
his own exclusion from all succeeding 
meetings. 

P 5 
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CHAPTER XJWilV, 

Dilettanti^ in a fhoit timet thought 
themselves perfect, yet the destined 
concert was not opened ; the fifty pounds, 
which had been sent fqr Ellis, had been 
lavished improvidently, in ornamental pre- 
parations ; and the funds otherwise raised, 
were inadequate for paying the little band, 
which was engaged to give effect in the 
orchestra. 

A 

Severely as Ellis dreaded the hour of ex- 
hibition, a delay that, in it*s obvious conse- 
quences, could only render it more neces- 
sary, gave her no satisfaction. 

A new subject for conjecture and re- 
flexion speedily ensued : the visits ot JVIiss 
Arbe, hitherto wearisome and oppressive, 
alike from their frequency and thpir 
selfishness, suddenly, and without wj 
reason assigned, or any visible motive, 
ceased. 

to 
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. The relief which, in other circumstances, 
this defection might have given to her 
spirits, she was now incapable of enjoy- 
ing; for thot^ ^'^Mik#Ai^ rather abused 
than fulfilled the functions of a patro- 
^llis immediately expmenced, that 
eirm the most su^Hicial profecdon of 
a lady fashion,’ could not, without 
danger^ be withdrawn from the indigent 
and unsupported. Miss Matson" begw 
wondering, with a suspicious :ur, wha|t 
was become of Miss Arbe; the young 
work-women, when Ellis passed them, 
spared even the civjlity of a little inclina- 
tion of the head ; and the maid %{ the 
house w^ sure to be engaged, on the 
very few occasions on which Ellis demand- 
ed her assistance. ^ 

Some days elapsed thus, in doubt ai^ 
uneaniiess, not even broken into by .js 
summons to a rehearsal : another visi^ 
then, from Mr Giles Arbe, explained 
tho cause of this sudden desertion. He 
brought a manuscript airj 'which Miss 
Arbe desired that Ellis would copy, and, 

p 6 
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Immediately, though unintentionally, di- 
vulged, that his cousin bad met with the 
newly-arrived professor at Miss Brinville’s, 
and had Instantly transferred to him the 
enthusiasm of her favour. 

Ellis but too easily comprehended, that 
the ruin of her credit and consequence in 
private families, would follow -the useless- 
ness of her services to her patroness. The 
prosecution, therefore, of the concert- 
scheme, which she had so much disliked 
in its origin, became now her own desire, 
because her sole resource. 

The next morning, while slie was busy 
in copying the MS., the customary sound 
of the carriage and voice of IVJiss iArbe, 
sii^k her ears, and struck them, for the 
lust time, with pleasure. 

“ I have not,” cried that lady, “ a 
monuBnt to stay ; but I have something of 
the greatest importance to tell you, and you 
have-not an instant to lose in getting your- 
What do you think ? You are 
tiS ang, next week, at Mr. Vinstreigle’s 
benefit I” 
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« I. Madam !” 

“ Yesl for you inust know, my dear 
Miss Ellis, he has asked it of me him* 
self ! So you see what a compliment that 
is ! I am quite charmed to bring you such 
news. So be sure to be ready with one 
of your very best scenas** 

She was then, with a lively air, de- 
camping ; but Ellis gently, yet positively, 
<ieclined performing at any concert open 
to the public at large. 

Pho, pho! don^t begin all those 
scruples again, pray! It must be so, I 
assure you. I’ll tell you how the matter 
stands. Our funds are not, yet rich 
enough for beginning our own snug 
scrip-concert, without ritJt of being stopt 
short the first or second night. And 
that, you know would raise the laugh 
against us all horridly. I mean against 
us Dilettanti. So that, if we don’t hit 
upon some new measure, 1 am afraid 
we shall all go to town before the concert 
can open. And that, you know, would 
quite ruin you, poor Miss Ellis! which 
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really give me i^teat concem. So 
I consuhed with Sir^Maninkldke Crawley } 
aodihc said that. you oughty by all meanti^ 
to sing oncse or tsdce^ m public, to hiake 
yourself known } for shat would thi 
subscr^on directly ; espedaHy as it wotdd 
soon ^be spread that you are a 
of>i«ine. So» you see, we mUst either 
cake ithis method, or give the thing quite 
np^r which will be your utter ^troe^ 
tbn, I am sorry to say. So now decide 
qoickj>vfor there 'is not a sectMid to 
spare*??"!' ^ 

Ellis! was 1 alarmed, yet perdsted in her 
negative. 

.. Piqued' and' offended, Miss Arbe hur* 
rted away ; ‘ declaring aloud, in passing 
thorough the shop, that people who were 
so determined to be their own enendes, 
n%ht taka- care of themselves: that, ht 
her part, she should do nothing more in 
tfaf wflidr) and cmly wished that Miss 
might find better means for paying 
her debts, and procuring herself a hand* 
some maintenance. 
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Hovmr shocked by this pettdant 
indelicacy, EiUs saw not without' the 
jnost serious ctmcon, that the patronage 
of Miss Arbe was cleariy at an end. 
PiO'SQiial int^est which, it was equsdty 
cleat!, had excited it, now ran in anoth^ 
diavoel ; for if, by flattery or good offices, 
she ncould obtain gratis, the instrucdons 
oC an enunwt prof^sor, what could ^ 
want with . Ellis, whom she had never 
sought, ..nor known, nor considered, ^but 
as a musical preceptress ? And yet, .hr 
from elevating as was such patronage, ifs 
extinction nnsnaced the most dangucbus 
effects. , 

Wi|dt Jiitle or no ' ceiemony, Miss 
Metson> the next morning, came into her 
rq|On>) ifnd b^ed leave to enquire, whch 
tbew small account could, nbc, settled. 
Aqd,>^|while Ellis hesitated how.'. ta.^ an- 
anyer, that the reason of her de* 

^t^g ?• . rppiy;'^*e' '<ltucfcly ISS posdyhle, was 
ap, ini^rvieu^ rthat she -luid. Just ; had with 
the. other cr^tors, the preceding even- 
ing; because she could not but let them 



( 3*8 > 

know what had passed with Miss Arbe. 
“ For, after what I heard the lady say. 
Miss Ellis, as she went through my shop, 
I thought it right to follow her, and ask 
what she meant ; as it was entirely upon 
her account my giving you credit. 'And 
Miss Arbe replied to me, in so many 
words, * Miss Ellis can pay you All, if 
she pleases : she has the means in her 
own power apply to her, therefore, in 
whatever way you think proper j for 
you may do her a great service by a little 
severity ; but, for ray part, remember, I 
take no further responsibility.’ So upon 
this, I talked it all over with your other 
creditors ; and we came to a dctennina> 
tion to bring the matter to immediate 
issue.” 

Seized with terrour, Ellis now hastily 
took, from a locked drawer, the little 
pack^ of Harleigh, and, breaking the 
seaj^ was precipitately resolving to dis- 
charge every account directly j when 
other conflicting emotions, as quick as 
those which had excited, checked her 


11 
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first impulse; and, casting down, with a 
trembling hand, the packet, O let me 
think ! — she internally cried ; ■ — sur- 
rounded with perils of every sort, let 
me 'Aink, at least,' before I incur new 
dangers ! 

She then begged that Miss Matson 

would grant her a ftw minutes for 

deliberation^ 

Certainly, Miss Matson said ; but, in- 
stead of leaving the room, took possession 
of the sofa, and began a long harangue 
upon her own hardships in trade j Ellis, 
neither answering nor listening. 

Presently, the door opened, and Mr. 
Giles Arbe, in his usually easy manner, 
made his appearance. 

“ You are busy, you are busy, I see,** 
he cried ; ** but don’t disturb yourselves. 
I’ll look for a book, arid wait.” 

Ellis, absorbed in painful ruminations, 
scarcely perceived him ; and Mias Mat- 
son loquaciously addressed to him her 
discourse upon her own affairs ; too much 
interested in the subject herself, to mark 
whether or not it interested others, till 
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Mr. Giles caught hei‘ attention, and 
awakened even thaitf'oi^ EUis, by saying, 
aloud, '^'though ^spenk^ to himself. 

Why liow here*ii money enough ! — 
Why should not all those poor' peo^tebe 
paid ?»• 

Ellis, turfting round, saw then, that 
he had taken up HaHeigh*s packet; of 
which he was examining the contents', and 
^spreading, one by one, the notes upon a 
table. 

Site hastily ran to him, and, with an air 
extremely displeased, seized those which 
she could reach ; and begged him instantly 
to deliver to her those which were still in 
his hand. 

Her discomposed mannef -' brought him 
to the recollection of what he was dbing ; 
'ti|and, making abundant apologies, ** I pro- 
test,” he'cried, “ I don’t know how if hap- 
pened that I should meddle With your 
for 1 meant only to take Up'a book! 
^bt I suppose it was because I could- not 
find one.” 

Ellis, in much confusion, re-folded the 
notes, and put them away. 
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** 1 am quite ashafued to.^have done 
such a thing! ^ assure you,** be con- 
tinued, ** though happy enough at 

the accident, tooj for4 thqui^t you very 
poor,, and I could hardly sle^, some- 
times, for fretting about it. But I see, 
now, you are better oiF than Iv imagined ; 
for ^er& are ten of .those .< ten pound 
bank-not^, if I have not miscounted ; and 
ypur bytl§, don’t amount to more than two 
or three of them.” 

Elti^ utterly confounded, retreated to 
the window. 

Miss Matson, who, with the widest 
stare, had looked first at the bank-notes, 
and next to the embarrassed Ellis, began 
now to offer the most obsequious ex- 
cuses for her importunity; declaring that 
she should never have thought of so 
ruddy hurrying such a young lady as 
Miss Ellis, but that the other creditors, 
who were really in but indifflerent cir- 
cumstances, were so much in want of thdr 
money that she had not been able to quiet 
them. 
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And then, begging that Miss Ellis 
would take her own time, she went, 
courtesying, down stairs. 

So you have, got all this money, 
and would not own h ?** said Mr. Giles, 
when she was gone. “ That*s odd ! very 
odd, I confess ! I can’t well understand 
it ; but I hope, my pretty lady, you. won’t 
turn out a rogue ? I beg you won't do 
that ; for it would vex me prodigiously.” 

Ellis, dropping upon a chair, ejacu- 
lated, with a heavy sigh, What step 
must I take !” • 

** What ? — why pay them all, to be 
sure ! What do other people do, when 
they have got debts, and got money? I 
shall go and tell them to come to you 
directly, every one of them.” 

Ellis, starting, supplicated his forbear- 
ance. ' 

<* why ? — why ?” cried he, look- 
ir^tt little angry : Do you really want 
TO hide up all that money, and make those 
poor good people, who have served you at 
their own cost, believe that you have not 
gotten any ?” 
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She assured him that the money was 
simply a deposit left in her hands. 

This intelligence overset and disap* 
pointed him. He returned to his chair, 
and drawing it near the . fire, gave himself 
up to considering what could be done; 
ejaculating from time to time, “ That’s 
bad ! — that’s very bad ! — being really so . 
poor is but melancholy ! — I am sorry 
for her, poor pretty thing ! — - very sorry ! 

— But still, taking up goods one can’t 
pay for ? — Who has a right to do that ? 

— How arc tradcs-people to live by sell- 
ing their wares gratis? — Will that feed 
their little ones?” 

Then, turning to Ellis, who, in deep 
disturbance at these commentaries, had . 
not spirits to speak; “ But why,” he 
cried, “ since you have gotten this 
money should not you ' pay these poor 
people with it, rather than let it lie dead 
by your side? for as to the money’s not 
being yours, — theft’s is not yours, 
neither.” 

“ Should I raise myself, Sir, m your 
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good opinion, by contracting a new debt 
to pay an old one ?’* 

** If you contract it with a friend to 
pay a stranger. Yes. — -And these notes, 
I suppose, of course, belong to a 
friend ?” 

** Not to an enemy, certain- 

ly ! — ” she answered, much embarrassed ; 

but is that a reason that 1 should be- 
tray a trust ?” 

“ What becomes of the trust of these 
poor people, then, that don’t know you, 
and that you don’t know ? Don’t you 
betray that ? Do you think that they 
would have let you take their goods, if 
they had not expected your* payment ? 

** Oh heaven, Mr. Arbe !” cried Ellis, 

how you probe — perplex — entabgle 
me!” 

*^D6h’t 'vex,' don’t vex!” said he, 
fox' that fret me prodigioudy. 
Oq^^^fibther time, when you are in want, 
bori^# from fhe rich, and not from the 
poor; for fl^’ey are in want themselves. 
This friend of youm is rich, 1 take for 
granted ?” 
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“ I .... .1 believe so !” 

“ Well, "then, which is most equitable, 
to take openly, from a rich friend, and 
say, * I thajak you or , to take, under 
hand, from a hard-working jstranger, 
whom you scorn to own yourself obliged 
to, _though you don’t scruple to harass 
and |}lunder ? Which, I . say, is most 
equitable ?” 

Ellis shuddered, hesitated, and then 
said, The alternative, thus stated, admits 
of no contest ! I must pay my^ debts — 
and extdcate myself from the consequences 
as I can !” 

“ Why then you are as good as you are 
pretty 1” cried he, delighted : “ Very good, 
and very pretty, ind^ 1 And so I thought 
you at first ! And so I shall think you to the 

then hurried away, to give her aq 
time to ^ract } noddiqg and talking 
to himself in . her praise, with abundant 
complacency } and saying, as he passed 
through* the shop, ** Miss Matson, you’U 
be all of you paid to-morrow morning 
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at farthest. So be sure bid all the good 
people come ; for the lady is a person of 
great honour, as well as prettiness i and 
there's money enough' for every one of 
you, — and more, too." 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 


J^LLIS remained in the deepest dis- 
turbance at the engagement into 
which she had entered. O cruel neces- 
sity ! cruel, imperious necessity ! she 
cried, to what a resource dost thou 
drive me ! How' unjust, how improper, 
how perilous ! — Ah ! rather let me cast 
myself upon Lady Aurora — Yet, angel 
as she is, can Lady Aui ora act for her- 
self r And Lord rv!clbury, guilclc'S, like 
nature, as may now be his int ^ntlo:: ', 
'..‘lat protection can he ai!oi\l no that 
oJunmy v.ay not sully ? Alas ! bov/ may 
i attain that scif-ucpcn.l'-'nce which alone, 
at this cr.tical period, suita- my forlorn 
condition ? 

The horrour of a new debt, incurred 
tsnder circumstance:, thus delicate, made 
the idea eveit of performing at the pub- 
lic benefit, present itself to her in 
VOL. a. Q 
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colours less formidable, if such a mea< 
sure, by restoring to her the patronage 
of Miss Arbe, would obviate the return 
of similar evils, while . she was thus 
hanging, in solitary obscurity, upon her- 
self. Vainly she would have turned her 
thoughts to other plans, and objects yet 
untried j she had no means to form any 
independent scheme; no friends to pro- 
mote her interest ; no counsellors to 
point out any pursuit, or direct any 
measures. 

Her creditors failed not to call upon 
her early the next morning, guided and 
accompanied by Mr. Giles Arbe ; who, 
bright with smiles and good humour, 
declared, that he could not refuse him- 
self the pleasure of being a witness to 
her getting rid of such a bad business, as 
that of keeping other people’s money, 
by doing such a good one as that of pay- 
ing .every one his due. “ You are 
much obliged to this pretty lady, I 
can tell you,” he said, to the creditors, 

for she pays you with money that is 
*3 



( 339 ) 

not her own. However, as the person it 
belongs to is rich, and a friend, I advise 
you, as you are none of you rich yourselves, 
and nearly strangers to her, to take it with- 
out scruple.” 

To this counsel there was not one ^s- 
sentient voice. 

Can the same person, thought Ellis, 
be so innocent, yet so mischievous? so 
fraught with solid notions of right, yet so 
shallow in judgment and knowledge of the 
world ? 

With a trembling hand, and revolting 
heart, she changed three of the notes, 
and discharged all the accounts at once; 
Mr. Giles, eagerly and unbidden, having 
called up Miss Matson to take her 
share. 

Ellis now deliberated, whether she 
might not free herself from every de- 
mand, by paying, also. Miss Bydel ; but 
the reluctance with which she had al- 
ready broken into the fearful deposit, soon 
fixed her to seal up the remaining notes 
entire. 

<2 2 
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The shock of this transaction, and 
the earnestness of her desire to replace 
money which she deemed it unjusiitiable 
to employ, completed the conquest of 
her repugnance to public exhibi^on; and 
she commissioned Mr. Giles to acquaint 
Miss Arbe, that she was ready to obey her 
commands. 

This he undertook with the utmost plea- 
sure j 'aying, “ And it’s lucky enough 
your censenting to sing those songs, bc« 
cau.c my cousin, not dreaming of any ob- 
jection on your part, had already autho- 
rised Mr. Vinstreiglc to put your name in 
his bills.” 

“ My name ?” cried Fdlis, starting and 
changing colour : but the next moment 
adding, “ No, no ! my name will not ap- 
pear ! — i'et, should any one who has ever 
seen me . . . 

,Sh ■huddered j a nervous horrour 
took possession of her whole frame j 
but i.he soon forced herself to levivc, 
an*l assume new courage, upon hearing 
Mr. Giles, from the landing-place, again 
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tall MiiJS Matson j and bid all her young 
women, one by one, and the two maid-ser- 
vahfs, hurry up stairs directly, with water 
and burnt feathers. 

Kllis made every enquiry in her power, 
of who was at Iwighthelmstono j and 
bet^geJ IVIr. Giles to procure her a list of 
the company. When she liad read it, she 
became more tranquil, though not less 
pad. 

Miss Aibo received the concession 
with infinite Mii^rai tion ; and introduced 
Ellis, as her proti^ec't to her new fo- 
vouritc ; who professed himself charmed, 
that tire jircsentation of so promising a 
subject, to the public, should be made at 
his benefu. 

“ And now, I\Iiss Ellis,” said Miss 
Arbe, you will ver\ soon have more 
scholars than you can teach. if once 
you get a fame and u r.amo, your embar- 
rassments will he at an end ; for all en- 
quiries about who people are, and what 
they are, and those sort of niceties, will 
be over. Wc all learn of the celebrated, 
« 3 
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^ they wi|^' t/hbodf asks how 
those sort 4^ Alnj^ What 
Miss Wc 

dd^n^t them, to If^ere is any 

tiling awkward about thenl^- Jlut that’s not 
the least in the way ajgainst their making 
whole oceans of riches.” 


This was not a species of reasoning to 
offer consolation to Ellis ; but she sup> 
pressed the disdain which it inspired ; and 
dwelt only upon the hoped accomplishment 
of her views, through the private teaching 
which it promised. 

In five days’ time, the benefit was to take 
place ; and in three, Eliis was summoned to 
a rehearsal at the rooms. 


She was putting on her hat, meaning 
to be particularly early in her attendance, 
that she might place herself in some 
obscure corner, before any Q^ipany ar> 
rived ; to avoid the pain of f passing by 
those who knowing, might 'not notice, 
or noticing, might but mortify her ; when 
one of the young work-women brought 
bo: intelligence, that a gentleman, just 
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arrived in a post-chaise, requested ad- 
mittance. 

A gentleman?’* she repeated, with 
anxiety ; — “ tell him, if you please, that 
I am engaged, and can see no company.” 

The young woman soon returned. 
“ The gentleman -Ma’am, that he 

comes upon affairs ' 411 ^ great importance, 
which he can communicate only to your- 
self.” 

Ellis begged the young woman to re- 
quest, that Miss Matson would desire 
him to leave his name and business in 
writing. 

Miss Matson was gone to Lady Ken- 
dover’s, with some new patterns, just arrived 
from London. 

The young woman, however, made the 
proposition, but without effect : the gentle- 
man was in great haste, and would posi- 
tively listen to no denial. 

Strong. :»$md palpable affnght, now 
seized I — Oh heaven ! — she 

murmured to lH»seif, pursued ? — and 
then began, but checked an inquiry, 
Q 4 
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v,h.:ih.r ihcr ■ were any private door by 
I ' lii e;capa: yet, prc-.'^cd by 
y of eppoaring at the r hcarKal, 
■ . . ■ painudiy :'‘!'uggling for courage, t.iie 
, . 1 ly ardcu:;.;t-o, “ Let liini come vp 
.'.'irs ” 

'i.Le you;.;-; •.voiiura cLsccnded, ao.l I’.llis 
; rir.a-ned ui broathicss su'-per.'-e, tiil :!:? 
1 :;'rd Kome one tap at iier door. 

ecuiii n..'t pronounce, Wiu/.'. llicro ? 
! ■:“ 'i'j 1 .. cujjell.d hers.di' to cpe:i i' ; 

v.i'hou' lil’t.'i'g lip f . : ■.} , 

to encuuniiT tlie ul . ; r. ih.vL 
lueet liu’n’., till i-h.i ivr.;'. ron by t!ie 


wor;!.’, 

S pi\i\!o!i uiv iniruM'^-n r* 

.liU p'J^ Cw’» b \i. , s 

••iiigh 

*>cnt!v t nleiii:'.!: her 




Slifi JrUu'i . li, - 

— Lu! 

ii M'r.-i not with 

iTidur; caj^rj 

•.'.aid, — but it was 

liOt OJ 1 -C..p..' ! 

'i'he 

co'nur which had 

'' iv;;be;i .her ci 

1 t ^IV. ^ 

re’urnetl to them 

.,ith ,i eniU;.oa 

g!.nv 

; tlie i.-'i- which 

'i id. .•.vt.rred her 

cytr, 

was charigetl into 


pr.ision of cvin ctct'Uic viclcome; 
'll-.:., ck' pin;.'- iier han.ir, with sudden, iiii- 
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pulsivc, irresistible* surprise and joy, she 
cried, “ Is it you? — Mr. Ilarleigh! 
you !” 

Surprise now was no longer her own, 
and her joy was participated in yet more 
strongly. Ilarleigh, who, though he 
had forced his way, was eiiibarrassed and 
confused, expecting displeasure,' and 
prepared for reproach ; who ; had seen 
with itorrour the dismay of her counte- 
nance ; and attributed to the clTect of 
his coinpuisatory entrance the terrified 
state in which he found her ; Haricigh, at 
sight of liiis rapid transition from agony 
to deligiit ; at the flattering ejaculation 
of Is it you ?” and the sound of his own 
name, pronuunced with an cxj rcssion of 
even exquiuto sulisfaciion ; — Ilarleigh, 
in a sudilen trance of irrepressible rap- 
ture, made a nearly forcible effort 
to seize her hand, exclaiming, “ Can 
you receive me, then, thus sweetly ? 
Can you forgive an intrusion that — ” 
when Ellis, I'ecovering her self-command, 
drew back, and .solemnly stu’d, “ Mr. 

y 5 
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Harleigh, forbear! or I must quit the 
room I” 

Harleigh reluctantly, yet instantly de« 
sisted ; but the pleasure of so unhoped a 
reception still beat-^-at his heart, though 
it no longer sparkled in her eyes: and 
though the enchantmg animation of her 
manner, altered into the most repress- 
ing gravity ; die blushes which still tingled, 
still dyed her cheeks, betrayed that all 
within was not chilled, however all without 
might seem cold. 

Checked, thwefere, but not subdued, 
he warmly solicited a few minutes conver- 
sation; but, gaining firmness and force 
every instant, she told him that she had an 
appokitment which admitted not of procras- 
tination. 

“ I know well your appointment,** 
cned. he, agitated in his turn, “ too, 
too well ! — ’Tis that fotal -»• or, rather, 
let me hope, that happy, that seasonable 
formation, which I received last night, 
in a letter containing a bill of the con- 
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ccrt, from Ireton, that has brought me 
hither ; — that impelled me, uncontrollably, 
to break through your hard injunctions} 
that pointed out the accumulating dangers 
to all my views, and told me that every 
gleam of future expectation — ” 

Ellis interrupted him at this word : he 
entreated her pardon, but went on. 

** You cannot be offended at this effort : 
it is but the courage of despondence, I come 
to demand a final hearing !'* 

“ Since you know^ Sir,*’ cried she, 
with quickness, “ my appointment, you 
must be sensible I am no longer mis* 
tress of my time. This is all I can say. 
I must be gone, — and you will not, I 
trust, — - if I judge you rightly, — you will 
not compel me to leave you in my apart- 
ment.” 

** Yes ! you judge me rightly ! for the 
universe 1 would not cause you just 
offence ! Trust me, then, more gene- 
rously ! be somewhat less suspicious, 
somewhat more open, and take not 
Q 6 
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this desperate step, without hearkening to 
its objections, without weighing its conse- 
quences !” 

She could enter, she said, into no discus- 
sion ; and prepared to depart. 

“ Impossible !” cried he, with energy j 
“ I cannot let you go ! — I cannot, with- 
out a struggle, resign myself to irremedi- 
able do^pair !” 

£lii', recovered now from the im- 
pres'^don caused by his first appear- 
ance, with a steady voice, and* sedate 
air, said, “ 'I'his is a language. Sir, 
— you know it well, — to which I can- 
not, must not listen. It is as useless, 
therefore, as it is painful, to renew it. 
I beseech you to believe in the sincerity 
of what I have already been obliged to 
say, and to spare yourself — to spare, shall 
1 add, me,? — all further oppressive con- 
flicts.” 

A sigh burst from her heart, but she 
strove to look unmoved. 

“ If you are generous enough to share, 
even in the smallest degree,” cried he. 
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“ the pain which you inflict; you will, 
at least, not refuse me this one satisfac- 
tion .... Is it for Elinor .... and for 
Elinor only .... that you deny me, thus, 
all confidence?” 

Oh no, no, no !” cried she, hastily ; 
“ if Miss Joddrel were not in exist- 
ence, she checked herself, and sighed 
more deeply ; but, presently added, 
“ yet, surely. Miss Joddrel were cause 
sufficient !” 

“ You till me,” he cried, “ with new 
alarm, new disturbance ! — - 1 supplicate you, 
nevertheless, to forego your present plan ; 
— and to shew some little consideration to 
what I have to offer. 

She interrupted him. “ I must be un- 
equivocally, Sir,— -for both oursakes, — 
understood. You must call for no con- 
sideration from me ! I can give you 
none ! You must let me pursue the 
path that my affairs, that my own pier- 
ceptions, that my necessities point out 
to me, without interference, and with- 
out expecting from Ine the smallest re- 
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ference to your opinions, or feelings.-— 
Why, why,’* continued she, in a tone less 
firm, “ why will you force from me 
such ungrateful words? — Why leave me 
no alternative between impropriety, or 
arrogance?” 

“ Why, — let me rather ask, — why 
must I find you for ever thus impene- 
trable, thus incomprehensible ? — I will 
not, however, waste your patience. I see 
your eagerness to be gone. — Yet, in defi- 
ance of all the rigour of your scruples, you 
must bear to hear me avow, in my total 
ignorance of their cause, that I feel it 
impossible utterly to renounce all distant 
hope of clearer prospects. — How, then, 
can 1 quietly submit to see you enter 
into a career of public life, subversive—* 
perhaps — to me, of even any eventual 
amelioration ?” 

Ellis blushed deeply as she answered, 

If I depended. Sir, upon you, — if 
yon were responsible for my actions ; 
0f if your own fame, or name, or 
sentiments were involved in my con* 
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duct .... then you would do right; 
if such is your opiiuon, to stamp my 
project with the stigma of your dis- 
approbation, and to warn me of the loss 
of your countenance : — but, till then, 
permit me to say, that the buaness which 
calls me away has the first claim to my 
time.” 

She opened the door. 

One moment,” cried he, earnestly, 
“ I conjure you!— The hurry of alarm, 
the certainty that delay would make 
every effort abortive; have precipitated 
me into the use of expressions that may 
have offended you. Forgive them, .1 
entreat! and do not judge me to be 
so narrow minded ; or so insensible to 
the enchantment of talents, and the 
witchery of genius; as not to feel as 
much respect for the character, where it 
is worthy, as admiration for the abilities, 
of those artists whose profession it is to 
give delight to the public. Had 1 first 
known you as a public performer, and 
seen you in the same situations which 
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have shewn me your worth, I must have 
revered you as I do at this instant : I must 
have been devoted to you with the same 
unalterable attachment : but then, also, — - 
if you would have indulged me with a 
hearing, — must I not have made it my 
first petition, that your accomplishments 
should be reserved for the resources of 
your leisure, and the happiness of your 
friends, at your own tisne, and your own 
choice ? Would you have branded such a 
desire as pride ? or would you not ratlicr 
have allowed it to be called by that word, 
which your own every action, every speech, 
every look bring perpetually to mind, pi-o- 
priety ?” 

Ellis sighed : “ Alas !” she said, “ my 
own repugnance to this measure makes me 
but too easily conceive the objections to 
which it may be liable ! and if you, so 
singularly liberal, if even you — *’ 

She stopt ; but Harlcigh, not less 
flocouraged by a phrase thus begun, 
than if she had proceeded, warmly con* 
finued. 


1 
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“ If then, in a case such as I have 
prosunicii to vSuppose, to have withdrawn 
you from the public would not Iiave 

been wronj;, how can it be faulty, upon 
the same principles, and with the same 
Intentions, to endeavour, with ail my 
might, to turn you aside from such a 
project? — I see you arc preparing to 
tell me that 1 argue upon premises to 
which vou have not concurred. Suffer 

me, nevertheless, to add a few words, in 
explanation of what else may seem pre- 
sumption, or impertinonc-' : I have hinted 
that this plan might cloud iny dearest 
hopes ; imagine not, thence, that my 
prejudices upcm this subject are invin- 

cible : no 1 but 1 have Relai: ms who 
have never deserved to forfeit my con- 
sideration ; — and these — not won, like 
me, by the previous knowledge of your 
virtues. — ” 

Ellis would repeatedly have interrupted 
him, but he would not be stopped. 

“ Hear me on,” he continued, “ I 
beseech you ! By my plainness only I 
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can shew my sincerity. For these Rela* 
tions, then, permit me to plead; It is 
true, I am independant: my anions arc 
under no controul ; but there are tics 
from which we are never emancipated; 
ties which cling to our nature, and which, 
though voluntary, are imperious, and can- 
not be broken or relinquished, without 
self-reproach ; ties formed by the equi- 
table laws of fellow-feeling ; which bind 
us to our family, which unite us with 
our friends; and which, by our own ex- 
pectations, teach us what is due to our 
connexions. Ah, then, if ever brighter 
prospects may open to my eyes, let me 
not see them sullied, by mists hovering 
over the approbation of those with whom I 
am allied!” 

How just,” erfed Ellis, trying to 
force a smile, ** yet how useless is this 
resiilning ! I cannot combat sentiments 
til which I concur; yet I can change 
nothing in a plan to which they must 
have no reference! I am sorry to ap- 
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pear ungrateful, where I am Only steady j 
but I have nothing new to say ; and must 
entreat you to dispense with fruitless repe- 
titions. Already, I fear, I am beyond the 
hour of my engagement.*' 

She was now departing. 

“You distract me!” cried he, with 
vehemence, “ you distract me !** He 
caught her gown, but, upon her stopping, 
instantly let it go. Pale wd affrighted, 
“ Mr. Harleigh,” she cried, “ is it to you 
I must owe a scene that may raise wonder 
and surmises in the house, and aggravate dis- 
tresses and embarra'ssments which, already, 
I find nearly intolerable ?” 

Shocked and affected, he shut the door, 
and would impetuously, yet tenderly, have 
taken her hand ; but, upon her shrink- 
ing back, with displeasure and alarm, he 
more quietly said, ** Pardon I pardon I and 
before you condemn me inexorably to 
submit to such rigorous disdrin and con- 
tempt ’* 

“ Why will you use such words ? Con- 
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tempt ? — Good heaven !” she began, with 
an emotion that almost instantly subsided, 
and she added, “Yet of what coiucquencc 
to you ought to be iny sensations, my 
opinions ? They tan avail you nothing ! 
Let me go, — and let me conjure you to 
be gone !”. 

“ You arc then decided against me ?” 
cried he, in a voice scarcely articulate. 

“ I am she answered, wiiliout looking 
at him, but calmly. 

He bowed, with an air that relinquished 
all further attempt to detain her j but 
which showed hint too 'much wounded to 
speak. 

Carefully still avoiding his eyes, she was 
moving of]’; but, when she touched the 
lock ot the door, he cxclainud, “Will 
you not, at IcT^t, before you go, allow 
me to addr'-!;, a ftw words to you as a 
friend? simpi) , — UTidesigncdly, — solely as 
a friend ?* 

**. Ah ! Mr, Karlcigh !” cried Ellis, ir- 
resistibly roftci-ed, “ as a friend could I, 
indeed, have trusted you, I might long 
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siucc> — perhaps, — have confided in your 
)Ii)cralit) e.jid benevolence : but now, *ris 
wholly impossible I'* 

“ No !” exclaimed he, warmly, and 
touched to the soul ; “ nothing is im- 

possible that you wish to eft'ect ! Hear 
me, then, trust and speak to me as 
friend ; a laithful, a cordial, a disinter- 
ested friend ! Confide to me your name 
— your situation — the motives to your 
concealment — the causes that can induce 
such mystery of appearance, in one whose 
mind is so evident ly the seat of the clear- 
est purity ; — the reasons of such dis- 
guise — ” 

“ Disguise, I acknowledge, Sir, you may 
charge me with ; but not deceit ! 1 give no 
false colouring. I am cnly not c;pen.” 

“ That, that is what hrst struck me 
as a mark of a dniinguisiied character ! 
That noble superiority to all petty arti- 
fices, even for your immeiiiato safety ; that 
undoubting innocence, that framed no 
precautions against evil constructions ; 
that innate dignity, which supported with- 
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out a murmur such difficulties, such 
trials } ** 

** Ah, Mr. Harleigh ! a friend and a 
flatterer ! — are they, then, synonimous 
terms? If, indeed, you would persuade 
me you feel that they are distinct, you 
will not make me begin a new and dis< 
tasteful career— since to begin it I think 
indispensable; — with the additional cha* 
grin of appearing to be wanting in 
punctuality. No further opposition, I 
beg!” 

** O yet one word, one fearful word 
must be uttered — and one fetal — or 
bkst reply must be granted! — The ex- 
cess of my suspense, upon the most 
essential of all points, must be termi- 
nated I 1 will wait with inviolable pa- 
tience the explanation of all others. Tell 
me, then, to what barbarous cause I must 
attribute this invincible, this unrelenting 
reserire? — How I may bear an abrupt 
answer I know not, but the horrour of 
uncertainty I experience, and can endure 
no longer. Is it, then, to the force of cir- 
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cumstances I may impute it? — or ... is 

it . . 

“ Mr. Harleigh,” interrupted Ellis, with 
strong emotion, ** there is no medium, in 
a situation such as mine, between unli- 
mited confidence, or unbroken tacitur- 
nity : my confidence I cannot give you ; 
it is out of my power — ask me, then, 
nothing !” 

“ One word, — one little word, — and I 
will torment you no longer : is it to pre- 
engagement — — ” 

Her face was averted, and her hand 
again was placed upon the lock of the 
door. 

Speak, I implore you, speak! — 
Is that heart, which I paint to myself 
the seat of every virtue ..... is it 
already gone? — given, dedicated to an- 
other ?** 

He now trembled himself, and durst not 
resist her effort to open the door, as she 
replied, I have no heart I — I must have 
none !” 

She uttered this in a tone of gaiety. 
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that v.'oulJ uitcrly have confounded his 
dcarc.-'i v.'.pec'ations, had not a glance, with 
ditljcuhy caught, shewed him a tear starting 
into her eye ; while a blush of fire, that de- 
fied constrain'., .iyed her checks j and kept 
no pace with the easy freedom from emo- 
tion, that her \ . ice and manner seemed to 
indicate. 

Flushed with tumultuous sensations of 
conflict' g ,i.>pcF and fears, he now ten- 
derly said, You are determined, then, to 
go ?” 

I amj but you must first leave my 
room.” 

“ Is there, tln-n, no further appeal ?” 

“ None! mnei — Wc mav ix* herivd 

j 

disputing down stairc : — i>crsecute me r.-j 
longer I” 

Her voice grew tremulous, and t.poke 
dbplcasurc ; but lier eyes still .«eUuloudy 
shunned his, and f-'.il! her cheeks were 
crinifibiied. Haricigh jtausecl a moment, 
looking at her with speechless anxiety j 
but, upon an impatient motion of her 
hand that he would depart, he mildly said. 
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“ As your friend, at least, you will 
permit me to see you again ?” and, with- 
out risking a reply, slowly descended the 
stairs. 

Ellis, shutting herself into her room, 
sunk upon a chair, and wept. 

She was soon interrupted by a message 
from Mr. Vinstrcigle, to acquaint her that 
the rehearsal was begun. 

She felt unable to sing, play, or 
speak, and, sending an excuse that she 
was indisposed, desired that her attend- 
ance might be dispensed with for that 
mominff. 


voi.. n. 


R 



( 3^2 ) 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


TALLIS passed the rest of the day in 
solitary meditation upon the scene 
just related, her singular situation, and 
complicated difficulties. If, at times, 

her project yielded to the objections to 
which she had been forced to give ear, 
those objections were soon subdued, by 
the painful recollection of the unac- 
knowledged, yet broken hundred pounds. 
To replace them, by whatever efforts, 
without giving to Harleigh the danger- 
dtis advantages of discovering what she 
owed to him, became now her predomi- 
nant wish. Yet her distaste to the un- 


dertaking, her fears, her discomfort, 
were cruelly augmented ; and she de- 
termined that her airs should be accom- 


p:^|fid only by herself upon the harp, to 
t^viate any indispensable necessity for 
appearing at the rehearsals. 
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■J'o this effect, she sent, the next 
iuorniiig, a message that pleaded in- 
disposition, to M. Vinstreigle j yet that 
included an assurance, that he might 
depend upon her perfurntance, on the 
following evening, at his concert. 

Once more, therefore, she consigned 
herself to practice ; but vainly she at- 
tempted to sing ; her voice was dis- 
obedient to her desires : she had re- 
course, however, to her harp j but she 
was soon interrupted, by receiving the 
following letter from Harleigh. 

“To hliss Ellis; 

“ With a satisfaction which I dare not 
indulge, — and yet, how curb r — I have 
learnt, from Ireton, that you have, re- 
nounced the rehearsals. *Tis but, how- 
.ever, the trembling joy of a reprieve, 
that, while welcoming hope, sees dan- 
ger and death still in view. For me and 
for my feelings you disclaim ail cona- 
deration : I will not, therefore, intrude 
' upon you, again, my wishes or my suf- 

R 2 
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ferings ; yet as you do not, I trust, 
utterly reject me as a friend, permit 
me, in that capacity, to entreat you to 
deliberate, before you finally adopt a 
measure to which you confess your re- 
pugnance. Your situation I know not; 
but • where information is with-held, 
conjecture is active ; and while I see 
your accomplishments, while I am fas- 
cinated by your manners, I judge your 
education, and, thence, your connec- 
tions, and original style of life. If, then, 
there be any family that you, quit, yet 
that you may yourself desire should one 
day reclaim you ; and if there be any 
family — - leave mine alone ! — to which 
you may hereafter be allied, and that 
you may wish should appreciate, should 
revere you, as you merit to be revered 
and appreciated — for such let me plead! 
Wound not the customs of their an- 
cdN^s, the received notions of the 
%r6rid, the hitherto acknowledged boun- 
daries of elegant life! Or, if your ten- 
derness for the feelings — say the fail*. 
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ings, if you please, the prejudices, the 
weaknesses of others, — has no weight, 
let, at least, your own ideas of personal 
propriety, your just pride, your con- 
scious worth, point out to you the path 
in society which you are so eminently 
formed to tread. Or, if singularly in- 
dependent, you deem that you are ac- 
countable only to yourself for your 
conduct, that notion, beyond any other, 
must shew you the high responsibility of 
all actions thut are voluntary. Remem- 
ber, then, that your example may be 
pleaded by those who are not gifted, like 
you, with extraordinary powers for sus- 
taining its consequences; by those who 
have neither your virtues to bear them 
through the trials and vicissitudes of 
public enteiprise ; nor your motives for 
encountering dangers so manifest ; nor 
your apologies — pardon the word! — for 
deviating, alone and unsupported as you 
appear, from the long- beaten track of 
female timidity. Your example may be 
pleaded by the rash, the thoughtless, 

R 3 



and the wilful ; and, may be 

pernicious. An angel, I think 

you, may run all risks with ioi^inaity, save 
those which may lead feeble tnintfe. to 
hazardous imitation. 

Is this language plain cnoilllh^ this 
reasoning sufficiently sincere, to ' suit the 
character of a friend ? And as sudS may 
I address you, without incurring di^lea- 
sure ? or, which is still, if possible, more 
painful to me, exciting alarm? O trust 
me, generously trust me, and be your 
ultimate decision what it may, you shall 
not repent your confidence ! 

A* H.” 

w 

This was not a letter to tj^iet the 
shaken nerves of Ellis, nor to ^reetore to 
her the modulation of her voice. She 
read it with strong emotion, dwelling 
chiefly upon the phrase, “ long- beaten 
tni4 ' of female timidity,” — * Ah ! she 
died', delicacy is what he mcahs, though 
he possesses too much himself to mark 
more strongly his opinion that 1 swerve 
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from it! And in that shall I be wftnt* 
ing ? — And what he thinks — he, the 
most liberal of men 1 — will surely be 
thought by all whose est^m, whose 
regard I most covet ! — How dreadfully 
am I involved ! in what misery of help- 
lessness ! — What is woman, — • with the 
most upright designs, the most rigid cir* 
cumspection, — what is womnn unpro- 
tected ? She is pronounced upon only 
from outward semblance and, indeed, 
what other criterion has the world ? Can k 
read the heart ? 

Then, again perusing her* letter. You, 
alone, O Harleigh I she cried, you, alone, 
escape the general contagion of super- 
ficial decision ! Your own heart is the 
standard of your judgment ; you consult 
that, and it tells you, that honour and 
purity may be in the breasts of others, 
. however forlorn their coij^dition, how- 
ever mysterious their history, however 
dark, inexplicable, nay impervious, the 
latent motives of their conduct ! ~ O 
generous Harleigh 1 — Abandoned as 1 

4 
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seem — you alone — Tears rolled r8{MdIy 
down her cheeks, and she lifted the letter 
up to her lips ; but ere they touched it, 
started, shuddered, and cast it precipitately 
into the hre. 

One of Miss Matson’s young women 
now came to tell her, that Mr. Harleigh 
begged to know whether her commissions 
were prepared for London. 

• Hastily wiping her eyes, she answered 
that she had no commissions ; but, upon 
raising her head, she saw the messengfr 
descending the stairs, and Harleigh entering 
the room. • • 

He apologized for hastening her, in a 
calm and formal style, palpably intended 
for the hearing of the young woman.; 
but, upon shutting the door, and seeing 
the glistening eyes of Ellis, calmness 
and formality were at an end ; and, apr 
proaching he|; with a tenderness which 
he could not resist, “ You are afflicted 
he cried. “ Why is it pot permitted me 
to soothe the griefs it is impossible for 
me not to share ? Why must I be 
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offering even the most tzivlal assistance, 
where I would with^agerness lUy 

life? — fYun^e uiiiiafy>y, — make 
m(^:V)Tet^ed,^^Sdd yott' i^ neither bestow 
nor accept consolatic^ of sympathy ? 
You see me .' resigned to sue only for 
your friendship : — why should you thus 
inflexibly withhold it ? Is it — answer me 
sincerely ! — - is it my honour that you 
doubt ! — ” 

He coloured, as if angry with himself 
even for the surmise; and Ellis raised 
her eyes, with a vivacity that reproached 
the question ; but dropt them almost 
instantaneously. 

** That generous look,’* he colftinued, 
“ revives, re-assures me. From this 
moment, then, I will forego all preten- 
sions beyond those of a friend. I am 
com^ to you completely mth that . in- 
tention. Madness," indeed^ — but for 
the circunos^nces which rObBed me of 
self-command, — madness alone could 
have form^ any other, ^in an ignorance 
so profound, as that iti which I am held 
* 5 
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of all that belongs to propriety. Does 
not this confession shew you the reliance 
you may have upon the sincerity with 
i*'hich I mean to sustain my promised 
character ? Will it not quiet your 
alarms ? Will it not induce you to give 
me such a portion of your trust as may 
afford ' me some chance of being useful 
to' you? Speak, I entreat; devise some 
service, — and you shall see, when a man 
is piqued upon being disinterested, how 
completely he can forget — seem to forget, 
at least ! — all that would bring him back, 
exclusively, to himself. Will you not, 
then, try me?” 

Ellijf who had been silent to recover 
the steadiness of her voice, now quietly 
answered, I am in no situation. Sir, 
for hazarding experiments. What you 
deem to be your own duties 1 have no 
doubt that you fulfil ; you will the less, 
therefore, be surprised, that I decidedly 
adhere to what appear to me to be 
aiiue. Your visits. Sir, must cease; 
your letters I can never answer, and 
7 
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must not receive : we must have no in> 
tercourse whatever, partial nor general. 
Your friendship, nevertheless, if under 
that name you include good will and 
good wishes, I am far from desiring to 
relinquish : — but your kind offices — 
grateful to me, at this moment, as all 
kindness would be!” — she sighed, but 
hurried on ; “ those, in whatever form you 
ran present them, I must utterly disclaim 
and repel. Pardon, Sir, this hard speech. 
I hold it right to be completely understood ; 
and to be definitive.” 

Turning then, another way, she bid him 
good morning. 

Harleigh, inexpressibly disapflfcnted, 
stood for some minutes, suspended whe- 
ther resentfully to tear himself away, or 
importunately to solicit again her confi- 
dence. The hesitation, as usnal where 
bciutation is indulged in matters of feel- 
ing, ended in directing him to follow 
his wishes ; though- he became more 
doubtful how to express them, and more 
■ fcarful of offending or tormenting her. 

B. 6 
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Yet in contrasting her desolate situation 
with her spirit and firmness, redoubled 
admiration took place of all displeasure. 
What, at first, appeared icy infiexibilky, 
seemed, after a moment’s pause, the 
pure effect of a noble disdain of trifling ; 
a genuine superiority to coquetry. But 
doubly sad to itiin was the infei'encc 
thence deduced. She cruelly wanted 
assistance ; a sigh escaped her at the 
very thought of kindness j yet she re- 
jected his most disinterested offers of aid ; 
evidently in apprehension lest, at any fu- 
ture period, he might act, or think, as 
one who considered himself to be internally 
favoui^l. 

• Impressed with this idea, “ 1 dare not,” 
he gently began, “ disobey commands so 
peremptory ; yet — ” He stopt abruptly, 
with a start that seemed the eflFect of 
suddeb horrour. Ellis, again looking up, 
sstif his colour changed, and that he was 
Utterly disordered. His eyes directed her 
soon to the cause : the letter which she 
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had cast into the fire, and from which, 
on his entrance, he had scrupulously 

turned his view, now accidentally caught 
it, by a fragment unbumt, which dropt 
from the stove upon the hearth. He im- 
mediately recognized his hand -writing. 

This was a blow for which he w'as 
wholly unprepared. He had imagined 
that, whether she answered his letter 
or not, she would have weighed its 

contents, have guarded it for that 
purpose ; perhaps, have prized it ! But, 
to see it condemned to annihilation j 
to find her inexorably resolute not to 
listen to his representations ; nor, even in 
his absence, to endure in her si|ht what 
might bring either him or his opinions 

to her recollection ; affected him so 
deeply, that, nearly unconsciou* what 
he was about, he threw himself upon a 
chair, exclaiming, “ The illusion is 
past!’^ 

Ellis, with gravity, but surprise, eja- 
culated, an interrogative, “ Sir 
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“ Pardon me,” he cried, rising, and 
in great agitation ; pardon me, that I 
have so long, and so frequently, intruded 
upon your patience ! I begin, indeed, 
now, to perceive — but' too well! — how 
I must have persecuted, have oppressed 
you. I feel my errour in its full force : 
-—but that eternal enemy to our humi' 

. lity, our philosophy, our contentment in 
ill success, Hope, — or rather, perhaps, 
self-love, — had so dimmed my percep- 
tions, so flattered my feelings, so loitered 
about my heart, that still 1 imagined, 
still I thought possible, that as a friend, 
at least, I might not find you unattain- 
able ; thS my interest for your welfare, 
my concern for your difficulties, my 
irrepressible anxiety to diminish them, 
might 4]iave touched those cords whence 
cstecni^r , whence good opinion vibrate ; 
migW: have excited that confidence 
wjhiNth^ regulated by your own delicacy, 
your own scruples, might have formed 
the basis of that zealous, yet pure at- 
^-tacbment, which is certainly the second. 
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blessing, and often the first balm of 
human existence, — permanent and blame- 
less friendship !” 

Ellis looked visibly touched and 
disturbed as she answered, I am very 
sensible, Sir, of the honour you do me, 
and of the value of your approbation: 
it would not be easy to me, indeed, to 
say — unfriended, unsupported, name- 
less as I am ! — how high a sense I feel 
of your generous judgment : but, as you 
‘pleaded to me just now,” half smiling, 
“ in one point, the customs of the 
world ; you must not so far forget them 
in' another, as not to acknowledge that 
a confidence, a friendship, such* as you 
describe, with one so lonely, so unpro- 
tected, would oppose them utterly. I 
need only, I am sure, without comment, 
without argument, without- insistance, 
call this idea to your recollection, to 
see you willingly relinquish an imprac- 
ticable plan : to see you give up all 
visits j forego every species of corre- 
spondence, and hasten, yourself, to finish 
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an intercourse which, in the eye of that 
world, and of those prejudices, those 
connections, to which you appeal, would 
be regarded as dangerous, if not inju- 
rious.’* 

“ What an' inconceivable position !” 
cried Harleigh, passionately; “ how in- 
comprehensible a state of things ! I must 
admire, must respect the decree that 
tortures me, though profoundly in the 
dark with regard to its motives, its pur- 
poses, — I had nearly said, its apologies!* 
for not trifling must be the cause that can 
instigate such determined concealment, 
where an interest is excited so warm, so 
sincere, and, would you trust it,- so ho- 
nourable as mine !” 

You distress, you grieve me,” cried 
Ellis, with an emotion which she could 
not repress; “ by these aflfecting, yet 

fruitless' conflicts ! Could I speak 

can'^ou think I would so perseveringly be 
silent ?” 

I think, nay I am convinced, that 
you can do nothing but what is dictated 
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by purity, ' what is intentionally right ; 
yet here, I am persuaded, ’tis some right 
of exaggeration, some right stretched, 
by false reasoning, or undue influence, 
nearly to wrong. That the cause of the 
mystery which envelopes you is substan- 
tial, I have not any doubt ; but surely 
the effects which, you attribute to it 
must be chimerical. To reject the most 
trivial succour, to refuse the smallest 
communication — ” 

“ You probe me, Sir, too painfully ! — 
I appear, to you, I . see, wilfully ob- 
stinate, and causelessly obscure: yet to 
be justified to you, I must incur a 
harsher censure from myself ! Thus situ- 
ated, we cannot separate too soon. 
Think over, I beg of you, when you are 
alone, all that has passed : your candour, 
I trust, will shew you, that my reserve has 
been too consistent in its practice, to be 
capricious in its motives. I can add nothing 
more. I entreat, I even supplicate you, 
to desist from all 'further enquiry ; and to 
leave me !” 
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** In such utter, such impenetrable 
darkness ? — With no period assigned ? 
not even any vague, any distant term in 
view, for letting in some little ray of 
light?—” 

He spoke this in a tone so melancholy, 
yet so unopposingly respectful, that Ellis, 
resistlessly alFected, put her hand to her 
head, and half, and almost unconsciously 
pronounced, “ Were my destiny fixed . . . 
known even to myself ...” 

She stopt, but, Harleigh, who, slowly, 
and by hard self>compulsion, had moved 
towards the door, sprang back, with a 
countenance wholly re>ammated and 
with eyes brightly sparkling, in the full 
lustre of hope and joy, exclaimed, “ It 
is not, then, fixed ? — your destiny — 
mine, rather ! is still open to future 
events^ — O say that again ! Tell me but 
th%jiiy condemnation is not irrevocable, 
l will not ask another word! — I 
not persecute you another minute! 
— • I will be all patience, all endurance ; — 
if there be barely some possibility that I 
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iuive not seen and admired only to regret 
you ! — that I have not known and appre- 
ciated — merely to lose you !” 

“ You astonish, you affright me. Sir i^* 
cried TEIHs, recovering a dignity that 
nearly amounted to severity : “ if any 

thing has dropt from me that can have 
given rise to expressions — deductions 
of this nature, I lieg leave, imme- 
diately, to explain that I have been ut- 
terly misunderstood. I see however, too 
clearly, the danger of such contests to risk 
their repetition. Permit me, therefore, 
unequivocally, to declare, that here they 
end ! I have courage to act, though I 
have no power to command. You, Sir, 
must decide, whether you will have the 
kindness to quit my apartment immedi- 
ately j — or whether you will force me to 
so unpleasant a measure as that of quit- 
ting it myself. The kindness, I say ; for 
however ill my situation accords with the 
painful perseverance of your .... inves- 
tigations . . . my memory must no longer 
‘ hold its seat,’ when I lose the iut- 
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pression I have received of your hutna> 
nity, your goodness, your generosity ! 
. . . You will leave me, Mr. Harleigh, I 
am sure !” 

Harleigh, as much soothed by these 
last words, as he was shocked by all 
that had preceded them, silently bowed ; 
and, unable, with a good grace, to ac- 
quiesce in a determination which he was 
yet less entitled to resist, slowly, sadly, 
and speechless, with concentrated feelings, 
left the room. 

“ All good betide you, Sir ! — and 
may every blessing be yours !” — in a 
voice of attempted cheerfulness, but. in- 
voluntary tremour, was pronounced by 
Ellis, as, hastily rising, she herself shut 
the door. 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

"pHE few, but precious words, that 
marked, in parting, a sensibility 
that he had vainly sought to excite while 
remaining, hounded to the heart of Har- 
leigh ; but were denied all acknowledge- 
ment from his lips, by the sight of Miss 
Bydcl and Mr. Giles Arbe, who were 
mounting the stairs. 

Miss Bydel tapt at the door of Ellis j 
and Harleigh, ill- as he felt fitted for 
joining any company, persuaded himself 
that immediately to retreat, might 
awaken yet more surmise, than, for a 
few passing minutes, to re-enter . the 
room. 

He looked at Ellis, in taking this mea- 
sure, and saw that, while she struggled to 
receive her visitors with calm civility, her 
air of impatience for his departure was 
changed, by this surprize, into confusion af 
his presence. 
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He felt culpable for occasioniug her so 
uneasy a sensation ; and, to repair it as 
much as might be in his power, assumed 
a disengaged countenance, and treated as a 
mark of good fortune, having chanced 
to enquire whether Miss Ellis had any 
commands for town, at the same time that 
Miss Bydel and Mr. Giles Arbe made their 
visit. 

“ Why we are come, Mrs. Ellis,” said 
Miss Bydel, “ to know the rejal reason of 
your not being at the rehearsal this morn- 
ing. Pray what is it ? Not a soul could 
tell it me, though I asked every body all 
round. So I should be glad to hear the 
truth from yourself. Was it real illness, 
now ? or only a pretext ?” 

** Illness,’* cried Mr. Giles, “ with ail 
those roses on her cheeks ? No, no ; 
she*s very well ; as well as very pretty. 
But you should not tell stories, my 
dear : though I am heartily glad to see 
that there’s nothing the matter. But 
it’s a bad habk. Though it’s con- 
venient enough, sometimes. But when 
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you don’t like to do a thing, why not 
say so at once ? People mayn’t be 
pleased, to be sure, when they are re- 
fused ; but do - you think them so ill 
natured, as to like better to hear that 
you are ill?” 

Ellis, abashed, attempted no defence; 
and Harleigh addressed some discourse to 
Miss By del, upon the next day’s concert ; 
while Mr. Giles went on with his own 
idea. 

“ We should always honestly confess 
our likings and dislikings, for else what 
have we got them for? If every one of 
us had the same taste, half the things 
about us would be of no service ; and 
we should 'scramble till wc came to 
i scratches for t’other half. But the 
world has no more business, my dear 
lady, to be alt of one mind, than all of 
one body.” 

“ O now', pray Mr. Giles,” cried Miss 
Bydel, ** don’t go beginning your comical 
talk j for if once you do that, one can’t get 
in a word.” 
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“ But, for all that, we should all round 
try to he]p and be kind to one another; 
what els^^e we put all together for in 
this w’orld? We might, just as well, 
each of us have been popt upon some 
separate bit of a planet, one by himself 
one. All .1 recommend, is, to tell truth, 
or to say nothing. We whip poor pretty 
children for teljing stories, when they are 
littleyiahd yet speak a word, without 

some false ourselves, when 

we grow big < 

“ Well, but, Mr. &ileSjf* $|iid Miss 
Bydel, “ where’s use dflfailfiUking so 
long about all that; whesA I’m wanting to 
ask Mrs. Ellis why ^eiiilhd not come to the 
Khef^rsal ?” ' 

“ For my own party Ma'am,” continued 
Mr. Giles, ** if any body puts, me to a 
difficulty, 1 do the best 1 can^^i||l|| I'd 
ri^r do the worst than tell 
H^n 1 am asked an awkward (jdestbn, 
..'trhich some people can’t cure them- 
selves of doing, out of an over curiosity 
in their nature, as, Giles, how do yott 
*5 
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like Miss such a one ? or Mr. such a 
one ? or Mrs. such a one i as Miss Bydel» 
for instance, if she came into any body’s 
head; or ** 

“ Nay, Mr. Giles,” interrupted Miss 
Bydel, “ I don't see why I should not 
come into a person’s head as well as 
another j so I don’t ^now what you say 
that for. But if that's your notion of being 
so kind one to another, Mr. Giles, I can’t 
pretend to say it’s mine j for I see no kind- 
ness in it.” 

** 1 protest. Ma’am, 1 did not think 
of you in the least!” cried Mr. Giles, 
much out of countenance ; “ I only 
took your name because happening to 
stand just before you put it, I suppose, 
at my tongue’s end j but you were not 
once in my thoughts, I can assure you. 
Ma’am, upon my word of honour! No 
more than if you had never existed, I 
protest !” 

Miss Bydel, neither accepting nor 
repelling this apology, said, that she ^*d 
not come to talk of thuigs of that sort, 
vox.. 11 . 


s 
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but to settle some business of mure im- 
portance. Then, turning to Ellis, “ I 
hear,” she continued, “ Mrs. Ellis, that 
all of the sudden you are grown very rich. 
And I should be glad to know if it’s true ? 
and how it has happened ?” 

** I should be still more glad. Madam,” 
answered Ellis, “ to^be able to give you the 
information !” 

“ Nay, Mrs. Ellis, 1 had it from your 
friend Mr. Giles, who is always the per- 
son to be telling something or otfier to 
your advantage. So if there be any fault 
in the account, it’s him you are to call upon, 
not me,” 

Mr. Giles, drawn by the silence of 
Ellis to a view of her embarrassment, 
became fearful that he had been indiscreet, 
and made signs to Miss Bydel to say no 
more upon the subject j but Miss Bydel, by 
no means disposed, at this moment, to oblige 
hita^ went on. 

Nay, Mr. Giles, you know, as well 
as I do, ’twas your own news. Did not 
you teli us all, just now, at the rehear- 
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jal, when Miss Brinville and Miss Syca- 
more were saying what a monstrous air 
they thought it, for a person that nobody 
knew any thing of, to send excuses about 
being indisposed ; just as if she were a 
fine lady ; or some famous singer, that 
might be as troublesome as she would ; 
did you not tell us, Ii say, that Mrs. 
Ellis deserved as much respect as any of 
us, on account of her good character, 
and mofc than any of us on account of 
her prettiness and her poverty ? Be- 
ci'u.se her prettiness, says you, tempts 
others, and her, poverty tempts herself j 
and yet she is just as virtuous as if she 
A ore as rich and as ordinary as any one 
of the greatest consequence amongst 
you. These were your own words, 
Mr. Giles.” 

Harloigh, who, conscious that he ought ' 
to go, had long held by the lock of the 
d(jor, as if departing, could not now refrain 
from changing the position of his hand, by 
placing if, expressively, upon the arm of 
Mr. Giles. 


S 2 
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** And if all this,” Miss Bydel con- 
tinued, is not enough to make you re- 
spect her, says you, why respect her for 
the same thing that makes you respect 
one another, her money. And when we 
all asked how she could be poor, and 
have money too, you said that you had 
yourself seen ever #o many bank-notes upon 
her table.” 

Ellis coloured ; but not so painfully as 
Harleigh, at the sight of her blushes, unat- 
tended by any refutation j or any answer to 
this extraordiiiary assertion. 

“ And then, Mr. Giles, as you very 
well know, when 1 asked. If she has 
money, why don’t she pay her debts ? 
you replied, that she had paid them 
ail. Upon which I said, I should be 
glad to know, then, why I was to be 
ihe only person left out, just only for my 
complaisance in waiting so long ? and 
.ju^n that I resolved to come myself, 
and see how the matter stood. For 
though I have served you with such 
good will, Mrs. Ellis, while 1 thought 
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you poor, I must be a fool to be kept out 
of my money, when I know you have 
got it in plenty : and Mr. Giles says that 
he counted, with his own hands, ten ten- 
pound bank-notes. Now I should be glad, 
if you have no objection, to hear how you 
came by all that money, Mrs. Ellis; for 
ten ten-pound bank-notes make a hundred 
pounds.” 

Oh ! absent — unguarded — dangerous 
Mr. Giles Arbe ! thought Ellis, how much 
benevolence do you mar, by a distraction 
of mind that leads to so much mischief! 

“ I hope I have done nothing impro- 
per?” cried Mr. Giles, perceiving, with 
concern, the disturbance of Ellis, in 
mentioning this ; for I protest 1 never 
recollected, till this very minute, that the 
money is not your own. It slipt my 
memory, somehow, entirely.” 

“ Nay, nay, how will you make that 
out, Mr. Giles ?” cried Miss Bydel. If 
it were not her own, how came she to pay 
her tradesmen with it, as you told us that 
she did, Mr. Giles ?” 

s 3 
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Ellis, in the deepest embarrassnicnt, 
knew not which way to turn her head. 

“ She paid them. Miss Bydel,” said 
Mr. Giles, “ because she is too just, as 
well as too charitable, to let honest people 
want, only because they have the good 
nature to keep her from wanting htrscif ; 
while she has such large sums belonging to 
a rich friend, lying quite useless, in a bit 
of paper, by her side. For the money was 
left with her by a very rich friend, she told 
me herself.*’ 

“ No, Sir, — no, Mr. Giles,” cried 
Ellis, hastily, and looking every way to 
avoid the anxious, enquiring, quick- 
glandng eyes of Harleigh : “ I did not 
... I could not say . . .” she stopt, scarcely 
knowing what she meant either to deny ot- 
to affirm. 

“ Yes, yes, ’twas a rich friend, my dear 
lat^, you owned that. If you had not given 

that assurance, I should not have urged 
you to make use of it. Besides, who but u 
rich friend would leave you money in such 
a way as that, neither locked, nor tied. 
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nor in a box, nor in a parcel ; but only in 
a little paper cover, directed for Miss Ellis, 
at her leisure ?*’ 

At these words, which could leave no 
doubt upon the mind of Harleigh, that 
the money in question was his own ; and 
that that money, so often refused, had 
finally been employed in the payment of 
her debts, Ellis involuntarily, irresistibly, 
but most fearfully, stole a hasty glance 
at him ; with a transient hope that they 
might have c'caped his attention; but 
the hope died in its birth : the words, in 
their fullest meaning, had reached him, 
and the sensation which they produced 
filled her with poignant shame. A joy 
beamed in his countenance that irra- 
diated every feature ; a joy that flushed 
him into an excess of rapture, of which 
the consciousness seemed to abash him- 
self ; and his eyes bent instantly to the 
ground. But their checked vivacity 

checked not the feelings which illu- 
mined thdm, nor the alarm which they 
excited, when Ellis, urged by affright 
s 4 
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to snatch a second look, saw the brilli- 
ancy with which they had at first sought 
her own, terminate in a sensibility more 
touching j saw that they glistened with 
a tender pleasure, which, to her alarmed 
imagination, represented the potent and 
dangerous inferences that enchanted 
his mind, at a discovery that he had thus 
essentially succoured herj and that she 
had accepted, at last, however secretly, 
his -succour. 

'rhis view of new danger to her sense 
of independence, called forth new courage, 
and restored an appearance of composure ; 
and, addressing herself to Miss Bydel, 

I entreat you,” she cried, “ Madam, 
to bear a little longer with my delay. 
To-morrow I shall enter upon a new 
career, from the result of which I 
hope speedily to acknowledge my obli- 
gation to your patience ; and to acquit 
njyself to all those to whom I am in any 
manner, pecuniarily obliged ; — except of 
thi lighter though far more lasting debt of 
gratuud 
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Harleigh understood her determined per- 
severance with cruel disappointment, yet 
with augmented admiration of her spirited 
delicacy ; and, sensible of the utter impro- 
priety of even an apparent resistance to her 
resolution in public, he faintly expressed 
his concern that she had no letters prepared 
for town, and with a deep, but stifled sigh, 
took leave. 

Miss Bydel continued her interrogations, 
but without effect ; and soon, therefore, 
followed. Mr. Giles remained longer ; 
not because he obtained more satisfaction, 
but because, when not answered, he was 
contented with talking to himself. 

The rest of the day was passed free from 
outward disturbance to Ellis ; and what 
she might experience internally was undi- 
vulged. 
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CHAPTER XXXVIll. 

•'T^HE day now arrived which Ellis n- 
luctantly, yet firmly, destined for her 
new, and hazardous issay. Resolute 
in her plan, felt the extreme importance 
of attaining courage and calmness for its 
execution. She shut herself up in her 
apartment, and gave the most positive in- 
junctions to the milliners, that no one 
should be admitted. The looks of llar- 
leigh, as he had quitted her rocmi, had 
told her that this precaution would not 
be superfluous ; and, accordingly, he 
camcj but was refused entrance: he wrote ; 
but his letters were reiarned unread. 

^‘His efforts to break, served but to fix 
her purpose : she saw the expectations 
that fee would feed from any concession; 
and potent as had hitherto been her ob- 
jections to the scheme, they all subsided, 
in preference to exciting, or passively per- 
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mitting, any doubt of the steadiness of her 
rejection. 

Still, however, she could not practise : 
her voice and her fingers were infected by 
the agitation of her mind, and she could 
neither sing nor play. She could only hope 
that, at the moment of performance, the 
positive necessity of exeriion, would bring 
with it, as so often is its effect, the powers 
which it requires. 

The tardiness of her resolution caused, 
however, such an accumulation of business, 
not only for her thoughts, but for her 
lime, from the indispensable arrangements 
of her attire, that scarcely a moment re- 
mained either for the relief or the anxieties 
of rumination. She set off, therefore, 
with tolerable though forced composure, 
for the rooms, in the carriage of Miss 
Arbc i that lady, once again, chasing to 
assume the cltaracter of her patroness, 
since as such she could claim the merit of 
introducing her to the public, through an 
obligation to her own new favourite, M. 
Vinstreigle. 

s 6 
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Upon stopping at the hotel, in which 
the concert was to be held, a strange figure, 
with something foreign in his appearance, 
twice crossed before the chariot, with 
a menacing air, as if purposing to im- 
pede her passage. Easily startled, she 
feared descending from the carriage ; 
when Harlcigh, who was watching, though 
dreading her arrival, came in sight, 
and offered her his hand. She declined 
it j but, seeing the intruder retreat ab- 
ruptly, into the surrounding crowd of 
spectators, she alighted and entered the 
hotel. 

Pained, at once, and charmed by the 
striking elegance of her appearance, and 
the aif' of gentle dignity which shewed 
such attire to be familiar to her, Harleigh 
felt irresistibly attr^ed to follow her, and 
onqp more plead his cause. “ Hear, hear 
he cried, in a low, but touching 
voice : “ one moment hear me, I sup- 
plicate, I conjure you ! still it is not too 
late to avert this blow! Indisposition 
cannot be disputed ; or, if doubted, of 
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what moment would be the suspicion, if 
once, generously, trustingly, you relinquish 
this cruel plan ?” 

He spoke in a whisper, yet with an 
impetuosity that alarmed, as much as his 
distress affected her ; but when she 
turned towards him, to call upon his 
forbearance, she perceived immediately 
at his side, the person who had already 
disconcerted her. She drew hastily back, 
and he brushed quickly past, looking 
round, nevertheless, and evidently and 
anxiously marking her. Startled, uneasy, 
she involuntarily stopt; but was relieved 
by the approach of one of the door- 
keepers, to the person in question ; who 
haughtily flung at him a ticket, and was 
passing on ; but who was told that he could 
not enter the concert-room in a slouched 
hat. 

A sort of attendant, or humble friend, 
who accompanied him, then said, in 
broken English, That the poor gratle- 
man only came to divert himself, by 
seeing the company, and would disturb 
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nobody, for he was deaf and dumb, and 
very inoffensive. 

Re-assured by this account, Ellis again 
advanced, and was met by Mr. Vinstreigle ; 
who had given instructions to be called 
upon her arrival, and who, now, telling 
her that it was late, and that the concert 
was immediately to be opened, handed 
her to the orchestra. She insisted upon 
seating herself behind a violencello-player, 
and as much out of sight as possible, 
till necessity must, of course, bring her 
forward. 

From her dislike to being seen, her 
eyes seemed rivetted upon the music- 
paper which she held in her hand, but 
of which, far from studying the cha- 
racters, she could not read a note. She 
received, with silent civility, the com- 
pliments of M. Vinstreigle; and those of 
his Ipsnd) who could approach her; but 
Iier |$lmness, and what she had thought 
hjjfr determined couiage, had been so 
shaken by personal alarm, and by the 
agitated supplications of Harleigh, that 
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she could recover them no more. Mis 
desponding look, when he found her 
inexorable, pursued her ; and the foreign 
clothing, and foreign servant, of the man 
who, tlfough deaf and dumb, had so mark- 
ed and fixt her, rested upon her imagina- 
tion, with a thousand vague fears and con- 
jectures. 

In this shattered state of nerves, the 
sound of many instruments, loud how- 
ever harmonious, so immediately close to 
her ears, made her start, as if electrified, 
when the full band struck up the over- 
ture, and involuntarily raise her eyes. 
The strong lights dazzled them j yet 
]>reventcd her not from perceiving, that 
the deaf and duntb man had planted 
himself exactly opposite to the place, 
vdtich, by the disposition of the harp, 
was evidently prepared for her reception. 
Her alarm augmented ; was he watch- 
ing her from mere common curiosity ? 
or had he any latent motive, or pur- 
pose ? His dress and figure were equally 
remarkable. He was wrapt in a large 
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scarlet coat, which hung loosely over 
his shoulders, and was open at the 
breast, to display a brilliant waistcoat 
of coloured and spangled embroidery. 
He had a small, but slouched hat, which 
he had refused to take off, that covered 
his forehead and eye-brows, and shaded 
his eyes; and a cravat of enormous 
bulk encircled his chin, and enveloped 
not alone his ears, but his mouth. 
Nothing was visible but his nose, which 
was singularly long and pointed. The 
whole of his habiliment seemed of fo- 
reign manufacture ; but his air had 
something in it that was wild, and un- 
couth ; and his head was continually in 
motion. 

To the trembling Ellis, it now seemed 
but a moment before she wras summoned 
1|||^ her place, though four pieces were 
first performed. M. Vinstreigle would 
hai^ • handed her down the steps ; she 
declined his aid, hoping to pass less 
observed alone ; but the moment that 
she rose, and became visible, a violent 
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clapping was begun by Sir Lyell Sycamore, 
and seconded by every man present. 

What is new, of almost any descrip- 
tion, is sure to be well received by the 
public ; but when novelty is united with 
peculiar attractions, admiration becomes 
enthusiasm, and applause is nearly cla- 
mour. Such, upon the beholders, was the 
effect produced by the beauty, the youth, 
the elegance, and the timidity of Ellis. 
Even her attire, which, from the bright 
pink sarsenet, purchased by Miss Arbe, 
she had changed into plain white satin, 
with ornaments, of which the simplicity 
shewed as much taste as modesty, con- 
tributed to the interest which she in- 
spired, It was suited to the style of her 
beauty, which was Grecian ; and it seemed 
equally to assimilate with the character of 
her mind, to those who, judging it from 
the fine expression of her countenance, 
conceived it to be pure and noble. The 
assembly appeared with one opinion to 
admire her, and with one wish to give her 
encouragement. 
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But, unused to being an object of 
tumultuous, delight, the effect produced 
by such transports was the reverse of 
their intention ; and Ellis, ashamed, em- 
barrassed, confused, lost the recollection, 
that custom demanded that she should 
postpone her acknowledgments till she 
arrived at her post. She stopt ; but in 
raising her eyes, as she attempted to 
courtesy, she was struck with the 
sight of her deaf and dumb tormentor ; 
who, in agitated watchfulness, was 
standing up to see her descend ; and 
whose face, from the full light to which 
he was exposed, she now saw to be 
masked ; while she discerned in his 
hand the glitter of steel. An horrible 
surmise occurred, that it was Elinor 
disguised, and Elinor come to perpetrate 
the b!o6dy deed of suicide. Agonized 
with terrour at the idea, she would have 
vj^tgred a cry j but, shaken and dismayed, 
her voice refused to obey her ; her eyes 
became dim : her tottering feet would 
^ no longer support her j her complexion 
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wore the pallid hue of death, and she 
sank motionless on the floor. 

In an instant, all admiring acclama- 
tion subsided into tender pity, and not a 
souiul was heard in the assembly ; while 
in the orchestra all was commotion j for 
Ilarleigh no sooner saw the fall, and that 
the whole band was in movement, to 
offer aid, than, springing from his place, 
he overcame every obstacle to force a. 
passage to the spot where the pale Ellis 
was lying. There, with an air of com- 
matid, that seemed the ofl'spring of right- 
ful authority, he charged every one to 
stand back, and give her air j desired M. 
Vinstreigle to summon some female to 
her aid ; and, snatching from him a phial 
<d salts, which he was attempting to 
administer, w'as gently bending down 
W'ith them himself, when he perceived 
that she was already reviving : but the 
instant that he had raised her, what was 
his consternation and horrour, to hear 
a voice, from the assembly, call out ; 
“ Turn, Harleigh, turn ! and see thy 
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willing martyr ! — Behold, perfidious Ellis! 
behold thy victim !” 

Instantly, though with agony, he quitted 
the sinking Ellis to dart forward. 

The large wrapping coat, the half mask, 
the slouched hat, and embroidered waist- 
coat had rapidly been thrown aside, and 
Elinor appeared in deep mourning j her 
long hair, wholly unornamented, hang- 
ing loosely down her shoulders. Her 
complexion was wan, her eyes were fierce 
rather than bright, and her air was wild and 
menacing. 

“ Oh Harleigh ! -—adored Harlcigh ! — *’ 
she cried, as he flew to catch her desperate 
hand ; — but he was not in time ; for, in 
uttering his name, she plunged a dagger 
into her breast. 

The blood gushed out in torrents, while, 
with a smile of triumph, and eyes of idol- 
izing love, she dropt into his arms, and 
clinging round him, feebly articulated, 
“ Here let me end I — accept the oblation 
— the just tribute of these dear, delicious, 
last moments.** 
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Almost petrified with horrour, he could 
with difficulty support either her or him- 
self ; yet his presence of mind was sooner 
useful than that of any of the company; 
the ladies of which were hiding thar 
faces, or running away; and the men, 
though all eagerly crowding to the spot 
of this tremendous event, approaching 
rather as spectators of some public exhibi- 
tion, than as actors in a scene of humanity. 
Harleigh called upon them to fly instantly 
for a surgeon ; demanded an arm-chair 
for the bleeding Elinor, and earnestly 
charged some of the ladies to come to her 
aid. 

Selina, who had made one continued 
scream resound through the apartment, 
from the moment that her sister disco- 
vered herself, rapidly obeyed the sum- 
mons, with Ireton, who, being unable to 
detain, accompanied her. Mrs. Maple, 
thunderstruck by the apparition of her 
niece, scandalized by her disguise, and 
wholly unsuspicious of her purpose, 
though sure of some extravagance, had 
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pretended sudden indisposition, to escapv- 
ihe shame of witnessing her disgrace ; but 
ere she could get away, the wound was in- 
flicted, and the public voice, which alone 
she valued, forced her to return. 

A surgeon of eminence, who was acci- 
dentally in the assembly, desired the com- 
pany tc! make way ; declaring no removal 
to be practicable, till he should have stopt 
the etFusioa of blood. 

Tlic concert was immediately broken 
up ; the assembly, though curious and 
unwilling, dispersed; and the apparatus 
for dressing the wound, was speedily 
at hand : — but to no purpose. Elinor 
would not suffer the approach of the 
surgeon : would not hear of any opera- 
tion, or examination ; would not receive 
any assistance. Looks of liery disdain 
were the only answers that she bestowed 
to the pleadings of Mrs. Maple, the 
shrieks of Selina, the remonstrances of 
the surgeon, and the entreaties of every 
other. Even to the supplications of 
Harkigh she was immovable ; though 

»5 
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still she fondly clung to him, uttering from 
time to time, “ Long — long wished for 
moment ! welcome, thrice welcome to my 
wearied soul !” 

The shock of Harleigh was unspeakable; 
and it was aggravated by almost indig- 
nant exhortations, ejaculated from nearly 
cveiy person present, that he would 
snatch the self-devoted enthusiast from 
this untimely end, by returning her heroic 
tenderness. 

Mrs. Maple was now covered wit!* 
shame, from .apprehension that this conduct 
might be imputed either to any precepts 
or any neglect of her ow'ii. “ My poor 
nitxc is quite light-headed, Mr. Harleigh,” 
she cried, “ and knows not what she 
says.” 

I'ury started into the ryes of Elinor as 
she caught these words, and neither prayers 
nor supplications could silence or quiet 
her. “ No, Mr.s. Maple, no !” she cried, 
“ I am not light-headed! I never so perfectly 
knew what I said, for I never so perfectly 
spoke what I thought. Is it not time, even 
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yet, to have done with the puerile tram- 
mels of prejudice? — Yes! I here cast 
them to the winds! And, in the daunt- 
less hour of willing death, I proclaim 
my sovereign contempt of the w'holc 
race of mankind! of its cowardly sub- 
terfuges, its mean assimilations, its 
heartless subtleties ! Here, in the sub- 
lime act of voluntary self-extinction, I 
exult to declare my adoration of thee, — 
of thee alone, Albert Harleigh ! of thee 
and of thy haughty,— matchless vir- 
tues!” 

Gasping for breath, she leant, half 

motionless, yet smiling, and with looks 

of transport, upon the shoulder of Har- 
leigh ; who, ashamed, in the midst of 
his concern, at his own situation, thus 
publicly avowed as the object of this 
desperate act ; earnestly wished to re- 
treat from the gazers and remarkers, 
whom he shared the notice and 

ithe wonder excited by Elinor. But 
her danger was too imminent, and the 
scene was too critical, to suffer self 
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to predominate. Gently, therefore, and 
with tenderness, he continued to sup* 
port her ; carefully forbearing either to 
irritate her enthusiasm, or to excite 
her spirit of controversy, by uttering, 
at such a crisis, the exhortations to 
which his mind and his principles pointed : 
or even to soothe her feelings too ten- 
derly, lest misrepresentation should be 
mischievous, either with herself or with 
others. 

The surgeon declared tliat, if the wound 
wero not dressed without delay, no human 
efforts could save her life. 

“ My life ? save my life ?” cried 
Elinor, reviving from indignation : “ Do 
you believe me so ignoble, as to come 
hither to display the ensigns of death, 
but as scare crows, to frighten lookers- 
on to court me to life ? No ! for what 
should I live ? To see the hand of scorn 
point at me ? No, no, no ! I come to 
die : I bleed to die ; and now, even 
now, I talk to die ! to die — Oh Albeit 
Harleigh ! for thee ! — • Dost thou sigh, 

VOL. II. T 
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Harleigh ? — Do I hear thee sigh ? — Oh 
Ilarleigh ! generous Harleigh ! — for me is 
it thou sighest ? — ” 

Deeply oppressed, “ Elinor,” he 
answered, “ you make me indeed 
wretched 1” 

“ Ebb out, then, oh life !” cried she, 
“ in this extatic moment ! Harleigh no 
longer is utterly insensible ! — Well have 
I followed my heart’s beating impulse ! — 
flarleigh ! Oh noble Harleigh ! — - 

Spent by speech and loss of blood, she 
fainted. 

Harleigh eagerly whispered Mrs. Maple, 
to desire that the surgeon would snatch tills 
opportunity for examining, and, if possible, 
dressing the wound. 

This, accordingly, was done, all who 
w'ere not of some use, retiring. 

Harleigh himself, deeply interested in the 
event, only retreated to a distant corner ; 
held back by discretion, honour, and deli- 
cacy, from approaching the spot to which 
'(s his wishes tended. 

I'he surgeon pronounced, that tite 
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v.)u.ia was not in its nature mortal ; 
though the exestions and emotions which 
had succeeded it, gave it a character « 
or danger, that demanded the cx- 
tremest attention, and most perfect tran- 
quiiiity. 

The satisfaction with which Harleigh 
heard the first part of iliis sentence, though 
it could not be counterbalanced, was 
cruelly checked by its conclusion. He 
severely felt the part that he seemed called 
upon to act; and had a consciousness, 
that was dreadful to himself, of his power, 
if upon her tranquillity alone depended her 
preservation. 

She soon recovered from her fainting 
lit ; though she was too much weakened 
and exhausted, both in body and spirits, 
to be as soon restored to her native 
energies. The moment, therefore, seemed 
favourable for her removal : but whither r 
J.ewcs w'as too distant ; Mrs. Maple, 
therefore, was obliged to apply for a 
lodging in the hotel ; to which, with 
T * 
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the assiduous aid of Harleigh, Elinor, after 
innumerable difficulties, and nearly by 
force, was conveyed. 

The last to quit the apartment in 
which this bloody scene had been per- 
formed, was Ellis ; who felt restored by 
fright for another, to the strength of 
which she had been robbed by affright 
for herself. Her sufferings, indeed, for 
Elinor, her grief, her horrour, had set 
self wholly aside, and made her forget 
all by which, but the moment before, 
she had been completely absorbed. She 
durst not approach, yet could not endure 
to retreat. She remained alone in the 
orchestra, from which ail the band had 
been dismissed. She looked not once 
at Harleigh ; nor did Harleigh once dare 
turn iicr way. In the shock of this 
scene, she thought it would be her duty 
to see him no more ; for though she was 
unassailed by remorse, since unimpcach- 
ed' by seli- reproach — for when had she 
wilfully, or even negligently, exxited jea- 
lousy i — still she could not escape the 
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inexpressible shockj of know;n<| licrsL-li the 
cause, tliough not, like Harleigh, the object 
of this dreadful deed. 

When Elinor, however, was gone, she 
desired to hurry to her lodgings. Miss 
Arbe had forgotten, or neglected her, and 
she had no carriage ordered. But the terri- 
fic magnitude of the recent event, divested 
minor difficulties of their usual powers 
of giving disturbance. *Tis only when we 
are spared great calamities, that we are 
deeply affected by small circumstances. 
The pressing around her, whether of 
avowed, or discreet admirers ; the buzz 
of mingled compliments, propo,«iiions, in- 
terrogatories or entreaties ; which, at an- 
other time, would have embarrassed and 
distressed her, now scarcely reached her 
cars, and found no place in her attention ; 
and she 'quietly applied for a maid-servunt 
of the hotel ; leaning upon whose arm she 
reached, sad, shaken, and agitated, the 
house of Miss Matson. 

Before she would even alteuipf to go 
T 3 
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.0 m!, flic sent a nofe of cnqr.iiy t’i 
Mr. airil, the surgeon, whot?i she had 
•eta at Mi'S, Majile’s ; his answer was con- 
Kor.art to what Ite had already prenaan'.': ! 
to Haricigi). 
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CHAPTER XXXIX, 

'SOOTHING now appeared so urgent to 
Ellis, as flying the fr.tal sight of Har- 
leigh. i’o wander again alone, to seek 
snrhje saccour, new faces, and imk '.own 
Jiauuii ; to expose h“r helplessness, plead 
h.-r poven , and confess her niystetieus, 
li.'.nielcfs sitUcUion ; even to jisk delay in 
'•f-c -iving the letter upon w'licb hung all 
her ultimate expectations, setined preferaMc 
to the clanger of another interview, that 
ne 'lit lead to the most horribie of catasfro- 

t > 

pi..' ; ; — if, already, the danger were not 
iv'inovod by a termination the most tragic. 

i’o escape privately from Brighthelm- 
slonc, and commit to accident, since 
the had no motive for choice, the way 
that she should go, was, therefore, her 
determination. IJcr debts were all paid, 
save what their discharge had made Itoi* 
T 4 
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incur with that very Harleigh from 
whom she must now escape; though to 
the resources which he had placed in 
her hands, she owed the liberation from 
her creditors, that gave her power to be 
gone; and must owe, also, the means 
for the very flight which she projected 
from himself. Severely she felt the 
almost culpability of an action, that 
risked implications of encouragement to 
a persevering though rejected man. But 
the horrour of instigating self-murder 
conquered every other ; even the hard 
necessity of appearing to act wrong, at 
the very moment when she was braving 
every evil, in the belief that she was doing 
right. 

She ordered a post-chaise, in which she 
resolved to go one stage ; and then to wait 
at some decent house upon the road, for 
the first passing public vehicle ; in which, 
wluthersover it might be destined, she would 
proceed. 

At an early hour the chaise was 
ready ; and she was finishing her prepa- 
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rations for removal, when a tap at her 
chamber>door, to which, imagining it 
given by the maid, she answered, “ Come , 
in,” presented Harleigh to her affrighted 
view. 

“ Ah heaven !” she cried, turning 
pale with dismay, “ are you then fixed, 
Mr. Harleigh, to rob me of peace for 
life ?” 

“ Be not,” cried he, rapidly, “ alarm- 
ed i 1 will not cost you a moment’s 
danger, and hardly a moment’s uneasi- 
ness. A few words will remove every 
fear ; but I must speak them myself. 
Elinor is at this instant out of all bur 
wilful danger; wilful danger, however, 
being all that she has had to encounter, 
it must be guarded against as sedulously 
as if it w'ere inevitable. To this end, I 
must leave Brighthelmstone immedi- 
ately — ” 

“ No, Sir,” interrupted Ellis ; “ it is 
1 who must leave Brighthelmstone ; 
your going would be the height of in- 
humanity.” 
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Pardon me, but it is to clear this 
mistake that, once more, I force m\\self 
♦ into your sight. I divined your design 
when I saw an empty post-chaise drive 
up to your door ; which else, at a time 
such as this, I should unobtrusively have 
passed.” 

Quick ! quick I” cried Ellis, every 
momeni affrights me!” 

I am gone. I cannot oppose, for 
I partake your fears. Elinor has de- 
manded to see us tosteiher to-morrow 
morning.” 

Terrible I*'" ciitd Ellis, trembling; 
what may be her (hsigu ^ And wliat 
is there not to d2*.ad i Indeed I dare not 
encounter her !” 

d’hcrc ran be, unhapjdly, but one 
opinion of her purpose,” he answered ; 

She is wretched, and from impatience 
of life, wishes (o seek death. Never- 
theless, the cause ot her disgust to 
existence not being any intolerable ca- 
lamity, though the most probing, per- 
haps, of disappoliitincnts, life, with all 

5 
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ii:j evils, still clings to her ; and she as 
little knows how to get rid of, as how to 
support it.” 

“ You cannot, Sir, mean to doubt her 
sincerity r ’ 

“ Far from it. Her mind is as noble 
as her humour anil taste are flighty ; yet, 
w here she has some gr at end in view, 
she Ptu.lies, in common with all those with 
wliom ine love of fame is the ruling passion, 
Ihl'.e!, |ei!;lie Kfllct, rather than what she 
' 'lin'r ihh’k' to be right, *or feels to be 
dishaPe.” 

Ala.",, poor JMis.s Joddrel ! You are 
.'.till, then. Sir, unmoved — ” She stoj>r, 
,md Mu.'.hetl, for the examining eyes of 
*iirleigh .‘^aid, Do you wish to see me 
< ouquered r” 

Pleased that site stopt, enchanted that 
she blushed, an expression of pleasure 
i’ilumined his countenance, which in- 
.'itiuiily drew into that of Ellis a cold, 
severity, that chilled, or rather that 
punished his rising transport. Ah ! 
thuugiit he, was it then but conscious 
T 6 
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modesty, not anxious doubt, that mantled 
in her check ? 

“ Pity,” he returned, “ in a woman to 
a man, is grateful, is lenient, is consoling. 
It seems an attribute of her sex, and the 
haughtiest of ours accepts it from her 
without disdain or disgrace ; but pity from 
a man— -upon similar causes — must be 
confined to his own breast. It’s expression 
always seems insolent. Who is the female 
that could wish, that could even bear to 
excite it? Not Elinor, certainly! with all 
her excentricities, she would consider it as 
an outrage.’* 

“ Give it her, then,” cried Ellis, with 
involuntary vivacity, “ the sooner to cure 
her I” 

“ Nay, who knows,” he smilingly 
returned, since extremes meet, that 
^|mmiding may not produce the same 
^HP^ct ? At all events, it will retard the 
'execution of her terrible project ; and 
to retard an act of voluntary violence, 
where the imagination is as ardent, the 
mind as restless, and the will as despotic 
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as those of Elirxor, is commonly to avert 
it. Some new idea ordinarily succeeds, 
and the old one, in losing its first moment 
of effervescence, generally evaporates in 
disgust.” 

** Do not. Sir, trust to this ! do not 
be so cruel as to abandon her ! Think of 
the desperation into which you will cast 
her ; and if you scruple to avow your pity, 
act at least with humanity, in watching, 
soothing, and appeasing her, while you 
suffer me quietly to escape ; that neither 
the sound, nor the thought, of my exist- 
ing so near her, may produce fresh irri- 
tation.” 

“ I sec, — I feel, — cried he, with 
emotion, “ how amiable for her, — yet 
how barbarous for me, — is your recom- 
mendation of a conduct, that, if pur- 
sued, must almost inevitably involve my 
honour, from regard to her reputation, 
in a union to which every word that 
you utter, and every idea to which you 
give expression, make me more and more 
averse ! — ” 

i6 
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I'ilis biushod an4, par.sed ; but pro* 
scntly, with strengthened resolution, 
earnestly cried, “ If this. Sir, is the sum 
of what you iiave to sny, leave me, 1 
ertreat, without further pnicrastinatioii ! 
Every mfmtti! that you persist in staying 
prescJUs to me i!ic image of Miss Joddrel, 
bnaking from her physicians, and daiting, 
blootly and dying, into the room to vsur- 
prize y^'u !” 

“ Pardon, pardon me, that I should 
have given birth to so dreadful aii ap- 
prehension ! I will relieve you tiiis instant : 
and omit no p>).S'-ihle precaution to avert 
every danger. But the least rellexion, 
to a min<l delicate as yours, will cxcul- 
];ate me from blr.tne in not remaining at 
her side, — after the scene of last night, 
— unless I purposed to become her per- 
manent guardian. dhe tattling world 
would instantly unite, — or calumniate us. 
But you, who, if you retreat, will be 
doubted and suspected, You, must, at 
present, stay, and openly, clearly, and 
unsought, be seen. Elinor, who breathes 
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but to spur her misery Ijy despair, that she 
may end it, reserves for me, and for my 
presence, — to astonish, to shock, or to 
vanquish me, — every horrour she can 
devise. In my absence, rest assured, no 
evil will be perpetrated. ’Tis for her, then, 
for her sake, that you must remain, and 
that I must depart.” 

r.llis could not contest a statement 
vhich, thus explained, appeared to be 
just ; and, gratified by her concurrence, 
he no longer resisted her urgent injunc- 
tions that he would be gone. He tried, 
in quitting her, to seize and kiss her 
hand, but she drew back, with an air 
not to be disputed j and a look of lo- 
proach, though not of displeasure. Ik 
submitted, with a look, also, of reproach ; 
though expressive, at the same time, of 
reverence and admiration mixt with the 
deepest regret. 

Mechanically, rather than intentionally, 
she went to the window, when he had left 
her, whence she saw him cross the way, 
and then wistfully look up. She felt tlie 
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most painful blush^ mount into her cheeks, 
upon observing that he perceived her. 
She retreated like lightning j yet could not 
escape remarking the animated pleasure 
that beamed from his countenance at this 
surprise. 

She sat down, deeply confused, and 
wept. 

The postilion sent in the maid for 
orders. 

She satisfied and discharged him ; anci 
then, endeavouring to dismiss all rumi* 
nation upon the past, deliberated upon 
the course which she ought immediately to 
pursue. 

Her musical plan once more became 
utterly hopeless ; for what chance had she 
now of any private scholars ? what pro- 
bability of obtaining any new protection, 
when, to the other mysterious disadvan- 
tages under which she laboured, would 
be added an accusation of perjury, de- 
nounced at the horrible moment of self- 
destruction. 

Wkile suggesting innumerable new 
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Lchemcs, which, presented by desperation, 
died in projection, she observed a small 
packet upon the ground, directed to her- 
self. The inside was sealed, but upon the 
cover she found these words : 

“ This packet w'as prepared to reach 
you by an unknown messenger ; but I 
see that you arc departing, and I must 
not risk its missing you. As a friend 
only, a disinterested, though a zealous 
one, I have promised to address you. 
Repel not, .then, my efforts towards 
acquiescence, by withholding the confi- 
dence, and rejecting the little offices, 
whicli should form the basis of that 
friendship. ’Tis as your banker, only, 
that I presume to enclose these notes. 

« A. H.” 


Ellis concluded that, upon seeing the 
chaise at the door, he had entered some 
shop to write these lines. 

The silence which she had guarded, 
relative to his former packet, from ter- 



rnur of tlic conflrcts'to v/Lich sinii a sub- 
ject niinht Iced, had made him now, s!io 
imagined, suppose it not partially but 
completely expended. And can he tlihik, 
rhe cried, that not alone I have had re- 
course. — unacknowledged, yet essential 
rccv'!ursc, — to his generosity in niy dis- 
trcKS, but that. I am contented to continue 
his pensioner ? 

She blushed ; but not in anger ; she felt 
that it was from his view of her situation, 
not his notions of her character, that he 
pressed her thus to pecuniary obligation. 
She would not, however, even sec the 
amount, or contents, of what he had 
sealed up, which site now enclosed, and 
ccr.led up heisrlf, with the remaining notes 
'.f the first packet. 

The lines which he had written in the 
cover, she read a second time. If, indeed, 
she cried, he could become a disinterested 
friend ! . . . She was going to read iheni 
again, hut checked by the suggested 
doubt, — the il, — she paused a moment, 
sighed, felt herself blush, and, with a quick 
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liTOiutn that seemed ihe^cfrect of sudden 
impulse;, precipitately destroyed them ; mur- 
uiuriiij^ to herself, while brushing oft' with 
*ic*r h Liul a starting tear, that she would 
K/se no time and spare no exertions, 
for replacing and returning the whole 
•urn. 

Y et she w^as forced, with whatever reluc- 
tance, to leave the dcvclopement of her in- 
tentions to the chances of opportunity ; for 
she knew not the address of llarleigt’, 
and durst not risk the many dangers that 
might attend any enquiry. 

A short time afterwards, she received 
letter from Selina, containing a summons 
from Elinor for the next morning. 

Mr. Nail'd, the .surgeon, had induced 
Mrs Maple to consent to this measure, 
which alone deterred Elinor from tear- 
ing open her W'ound ; and which had 
extorted from her a promise, that she 
would remain quiet in the interval. She 
had positively refused to admit a cler- 
gyman j and had aftVonted away a phy- 
sician. 
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Ellis could not 'hesitate to comply with 
this demand, however terrified she felt at 
the prospect of the storm which she might 
have to encounter. 

The desperate state of her own affairs, 
called, nevertheless, for immediate atten- 
tion } and she decided to begin a new ar- 
rangement, by relinquishing the far too 
expensive apartment which Miss Arbe had 
forced her to occupy. 

In descending to the shop, to give 
notice of her intention, she heard the 
voice of Miss Matson, uttering some 
sharp reprimand ; and presently, and 
precipitately she was passed, upon the 
stairs, by a forlorn, ill-drcssed, and 
weeping female ; whose fece was covered 
by her handkerchief, but whose air was 
so conspicuously superior to her garb 
of poverty, that it was evidently a habit 
of casual distress, not of habitual indi- 
gence. Ellis looked after her with 
quick-awakened interest ; but she has- 
tily mounted, palpably anxious to escape 
remark. 
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Miss Matson, softened in her manners 
since she had been paid, expressed the most 
violent regret, at losing so genteel a lodger. 
Ellis knew well how to appreciate her in- 
terested and wavering civility; yet availed 
herself of it to beg a recommendation to 
some decent house, where she might have a 
small and cheap chamber ; and again, to 
solicit her assistance in procuring some 
needle-work. 

A room, Miss Matson replied, with im- 
mediate abatement of complaisance, of so 
shabby a sort as that, might easily enough 
be found ; but as to needle-work, all that 
she had had to dispose of for some time 
past, had been given to her new lodger up 
two pair of stairs, who had succeeded 
Mr. Riley ; and who did it quicker and 
cheaper than any body ; which, indeed, she 
had need do, for she was extremely trouble- 
some, and always wanting her money. 

“ And for what else. Miss Matson,” said 
Ellis, dryly, “can you imagine she gives 
you her work 

“ Nay, I don’t say any thing as to that,” 
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answered Miss Matson, surprised by ihf 
question : “ I only know it's sometimes very 
inconvenient.” 

Ah ! thought Ellis, must we be creditors, 
and poor creditors, ourselves, to teach us 
justice to debtors ? And must those who 
endure the toil be denied the reward, that 
those u ho reap its fruits may retain it ? 

Miss Matson accepted the warning, and 
Ellis resolved to seek a new lodging the 
next day. 
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C'.HAPiKR XL. 

]ive o’clock, on ‘he following morii- 
ing, the hoii:;e ct Miss Matson was 
disturbed, by a hurrying message from 
Elinor, doinandiiig lo see Miss Ellis w'ithout 
delay. 1 l!is arose, with the utmost trepida- 
tion : it was the beginning of May, and 
brightly light ; and she accompanied the 
;arvani hack tc^ the house. 

iShe found all the family in the greatest 
dist'rdcr, from t!;e return of another messen- 
ger, who had been forvvanud to Mr. Ilar- 
leigh, with the unexpected news that that 
gentleman had quitted Brighihclmstonc. 
1 he intelligei.ee was conveyed iii a letter, 
which he had left at the hotel, for Mrs. Tvla- 
I'.lc ; and in which another was enclosed for 
Elinor. Mrs. Maple had positively refused 
to be the bearer of such unwelcome tidings 
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to the sick room ; protesting that she could 
not risk, before the surgeon and the nurse, 
the rude expressions which her poor niece 
might utter; and could still less hazard 
imparting such irritating information i^e 
a tite» 

** Why, then,” said Ireton, “ should 
not Miss Ellis undertake the job ? No- 
body has had a deeper share in the 
business.” 

This idea was no^sooner started, than 
it was seized by Mrs. Maple; who was 
over-joyed to elude the unpleasant task 
imposed upon her by Harlcigh ; and al- 
most equally gratified to mortify, or dis- 
tress, a person whom she had been kd, 
by numberless small circumstances, 
which upon little minds operate more 
forcibly than essential ones, to consider 
as a source of personal disgrace to her 
<iwn dignity and judgment. Deaf, there- 
fore, to the remonstrances of Ellis, upon 
whom she forced the letter, she sent for 
Mr. Naird, charged him to watch care- 
fully by the side of her poor niece. 
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desired to be called if any thing unhappy 
should take place } and, complaining of a 
violent head-ache, retired to lie down. 

Ellis, terrified at this tremendous com- 
mission, and convinced that the feelings 
and situation of Elinor were too publicly 
known for any attempt at secrecy, ap- 
plied to Mr. Naird fo ■ counsel how to 
proceed. 

Mr. Naird answered, that, in cases 
where, as in the present instance, the 
imagination was yet more diseased than 
the body, almost any certainty was less 
hurtful than suspense. “ Nevertheless, 
with so excentrical a genius,” he added, 
“ nothing must be risked abruptly ; if, 
therefore, as I presume, this letter is to 
acquaint the young lady, with the proper 
modifications, that Mr. Harleigh will have 
nothing to say to her ; you must first let 
her get some little inkling of the matter by 
circumstances and surmises, that the fact 
may not rush upon her without warning : 
keep, therefore, wholly out of her way, 
till the tumult of her wonder and her 

VOL. II. U ' 
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doubts, will make any species of explicatioa 
mediciiiaU” * 

She had certainly, he added, sortie new 
•project in conromplation , for, after extort- 
ing from her, the preceding evening, a pro- 
misc that she would try to slee|:), he heard 
her, when she believed him gone, exclaim, 
from Cato’s soliloquy : 

Sleep ? Ay, yes, — This once J[*ji.fiivour thee, 
That TTiy awakenM soul may takiSts flight 
Kepletc with all its povv’ra« and big with life^ 

Ah offering fit for . .'.Glory, Love, , . . aud Harleigh 

Our kind-hearted young ladies of Sus- 
sex,” continued Mr. Naird, “ are as much 
scandalized that Mr. Harleigh should have 
the insensibility to resist love so heroic’, as 
'their more prudent mammas that he should 
so publicly be made its object. No men, how- 
ever, — at least none on this side the Chan- 
nel,— -can wonder that be should demur 
at vsHUttirlng upon a treaty fur life, with a 
. so expert in foreign politics, as to 
f shake an experiment, in her own proper 
person, of the new atheistical and suicidi- 
cal doctrin^^at those ingenious gentle- 
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t’other side the water, are now 
so b^1|r preaching, for their fellow-couH* 
trymen’s destruction *. This mode of chal- 
lenging one’s existence for every quarrel 
with one’s Will; and running one’s self 
through the Body for every affront to 
one’s Mind ; used to be thought peculiar 
to the proud and unbending humour of 
John Bull; but John did it rarely enough, 
to make it a subject of gossipping, and 
news-paper squibs, for at least a week. 
Our merry neighbours, on the contrary, 
now once they have set about it, do the 
job with an air, and a grace, that shew 
us we are as drowsy in our desperation, 
as we are phlegmatic in our amuse- 
ments. They talk of it wherever they 
go ; write of it whenever they hold a 
pen; and are so piqued to think that we 
got the start of them, in beginning the 
game first, that they pop off" more now 
in a month, than we do in a year ; and 
1 don’t in the least doubt, that their in- 

* During the dominion of Robespierre. 
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tention is to go on with the same brisk- 
ness, till they have made the balance 
even.*' 

Looking then archly at Ellis, “ However 
clever,” he added, “ this young lady may 
be ; and she seems an adept in their school 
of turning the world upside down ; she did 
not shew much skill in human naturej when 
she fired such a broadside at the heart of 
the man she loved, at the very instant 
that . he had forgotten all the world, in his 
hurry to fire one himself upon the heart of 
another woman.” 

Ellis blushed, but was silent ; and Mrs. 
Golding, Elinor’s maiil, came, soon after, 
to hasten Mr. i>faird to her mistress; 
who, persuaded, she said, by their non- 
appearance, that Mr. Hark igh had eloped 
with Miss E.llis, was preparing to dress her- 
self ; and was bent to pursue them to the 
utmost extremity of the earth. 

Mr. Naird, tlien, entering the room, 
heard her in the agitated ■ voice of fe- 
verish exultation, call out, “ Joy ! Joy 
land peace, to my soul ! They are gone 
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off together! — ’Tis*just what I re- 
quired, to ‘ spur my almost blunted 
purpose 1 — ’ ” 

Ellis, beckoned by Mr. Naird, now 
appeared. 

Elinor was struck with astonishment ; 
and her air lost something of its wild- 
ness. “ Is Harleigh," she cried, “ here 
too?” 

Ellis durst not reply ; nor, still less, de- 
liver the letter; which she dropt unseen 
upon a table. 

Amazed at this silence, Elinor repeated 
her enquiries : “ Why does he not come to 
me ? Why will he not answer me ?” 

“ Nay, I should think it a little odd, my- 
self,” said Mr. Naird, “ if I vlid not take 
into consideration, that our hearing requires; 
an* approximation that our wishes can do 
without.” 

“Is he not yet arrived, then? — Im- 
penetrable Harleigh ! And ran he sleep ? 
O noble heart of marble ! polished, white, 
exquisite — but unyielding! — Ellis, send 
to him yourself! Call him to me Jm- 
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mediately ! It is bifi fur an instant ! Tell 
him it is but for an instant.” 

Ellis tremblingly drew back. Theimpa* 
tience of Elinor was redoubled, and Mr. 
j^ifd thought proper to confess that Mr. 
leigh could not be found. 

’^Her vehemence was then converted into 
deinslon, and, with a contemptuous laugh, . 
*‘‘You would make me believe, perhaps,” 
she cried, ” that he has left Brighthelm- 
stone ? Spare your ingenuity a labour so ab- 
surd, and my patience so useless a disgust. 
From me, indeed, he may be gone ! for his 
soul shrinks from the triumph in which it 
ought to. glory! ’Tis pity I Yet in him 
every thing seems right ; every thing is 
becoming. Even the narrow feelings of 
prudence, that curb the expansions of 
greatness, in him seem graceful, nay noble I 
Ah ! who is like him ? The poor gro- 
velling wretches that call themselves his 
leUuw-creatures, sink into nothingness be- 
fore him, as if beings of another order! 
W^re is he? My soul sickens to see 
him more, and then to be extinct!” 
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No one venturing t» speak, she again 
resolved to seek him in person ; convinced, 
she said, that, since Ellis remained, he 
could not be far off. This appeared to 
Mr. Naird the moment for producing the 
letter. 

At sight of the hand-writing of Haf- 
Idgh, addressed to herself, every other 
feeling gave way to rapturous jpy. She 
snatched the ‘letter from Mr. Naird, 
blew it ali around, as if. to disperse the 
contagion of any foreign touch, and 
then, ..in a transport of delight, pressed 
it to her lips, to her heart, and .again 
to her lips, with devouring kisses. She 
would not read ir, she declared, till 
night : all she experienced of pleasitre 
was too precious and too rare, not to be 
lengthened, and enjoyed to its utmost 
possible extent ; yet, nearly at the same 
inoment, she broke the seal, and ordered 
every one to quit the room ; that the air 
which would vibrate with words of 
Harleigh, should be uncontaminated by 
any breath but her own. They all 

u 4 . 
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obeyed ; though Mr. Naird, fearing what 
might ensue, stationed himself where, 
unsuspectedly, he could observe her 
motions. Eagerly, rapidly, and without 
taking breath till she came to the con- 
cluaon, she then read aloud the following 
lines : 

“ To Miss JODDREL. 

“ I fly you, O Elinor, not to irritate 
those feelings I dare not hope to soothe! 
My heart recoils, with prophetic terrour, 
from the summons which you have issued 
for this' morning. I know you too noble 
to accept, as you have shewn yourself 
too sincere to present, a heartless hand ; 
but will you, therefore, blight the rest of 
my existence, by ' making me the cause 
of your destruction ? Will you only seek 
relief to your sufferings, by means that 
must fix indelible horrour on your sur> 
Vivors ? Will you call for peace and rest 
yourself, by an action that must nearly 
Vob me of both ? 

“ Where death is voluntary, without 
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considering our ultimate responsibility, 
have we none that is immediate ? For 
ourselves only do we exist ? No, generous 
Elinor, such has not been your plan. For 
ourselves alone, then, should we die ? Shall 
we seek to serve and to please merely 
when present, that we may be served and 
pleased again ? Is there no disinterested 
attachment, that would suffer, to spare pain 
to others ? that would endure sooner thaff 
inflict ? 

“ if to die be, as you hold, though as 
I firmly disbelieve, eternal sleep, would 
you wish the traces^hat may remain of 
that period in which you thought your* 
self awake, to be marked for others, 
by blessings, or by misfortunes? Would 
you desire those whom you have known 
and favoured whilst amongst them, 
gratefully to cherish your remembrance, 
or to shrink with horrour from its recol- 
lection ? Would you bequeath to them 
the pleasing image of your liberal kind- 
ness, or the terrific one of your despairing 
vengeance ? 
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** To you, to n']^om death seems the 
termination of all, the extinguisher, the 
absorber of unaccounted life, this airy 
way of meeting, of invoking it, may ap- 
pear suitable : — to me, who look forward 
to corporeal dissolution but as to the open- 
ing to spiritual being, and the period of 
retribution for our past terrestrial existence ; 
to me it seems essential to prepare for it 
*with as much awe as hope, as much soli- 
citude as confidence. 

Wonder not, then, that, with ideas so 
Afferent, I should fly witnessing the crisis 
-which so intrepidl3^ou invite. Would 
you permit your cc^er reason to take the 
governance of your too animated feelings, 
with what alacrity, and what delight, should 
1 seek your generous friendship ! 

** The Grave, you say, is the end of All; 
of soul and of body alike ! 

Pause, Elinor ! — should you be mis- 
Idcen ! 

** Pause! ~ The less you bdieve yourself 
immortal, the less you should deem your- 
self infallible. 
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You call upon ,us all, in this en- 
lightened age, to set aside our long, old, 
and hereditary prejudices. Give the 
example with the charge, in setting 
aside those that, new, wUful, and self- 
created, have not even the apology of 
time or habit to make them sacred ; and 
listen, O Elinor, to the voice and dictates 
of religion ? Harden not your heart against 
convictions that may pour balm into all its 
wounds ! 

“ Consent to see some learned and pious 
divine. 

“ If, upon every^ science, every art, 
every profession, you respect the opi- 
nions of those who have made them their 
peculiar study ; and prefer their autho- 
ritylS^ atid the result of their researches, 
to the sallies, the loose reasoning, and 
accidental knowledge of those who dis- 
pute at large, from general, however 
brilliant conceptions ; from partial, how- 
ever ingenious investiganons ; why in 
theology alone must you distrust the 
fruits of experience ? the proofs of ex- 
u 6 
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amination? the judgment of habitual re« 
flexion ? 

Consent, then, to converse with 
some devout, yet enlightened clergy- 
man. Hear him patiently, meditate upon 
his doctrine impartially ; and you will yet, 
O Elinor, consent to live, and life again 
will find its.revivmg, however chequered, 
enjoyments. 

Youth, spirits, fortune, the liveliest 
parts, the warmest heart, are yours. You 
lave only to look around you to see how 
•arely such gifts are thus concentrated ; 
md, grateful for your lot, you will make 
t, by blessing others, become a blessing 
to yourself : and you will not, Elinor, har- 
row to the very soul, the man who flattered 
himself to have found in you the sincerest 
of friends, by a stroke more severe to his 
peace than he could owe to his bitterest 
enemy. 

“ Albert Harleigh.*' 

The excess of the agitation of Elinor, 
when she came to the conclusion, forced 
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Mr. Nsurd to return^ but rendered her 
insensible to his re-appearance. She flung 
off her bandages, rent open her wound,' 
and tore her hair; calling, screaming for 
death, with agonizing wrath. “ Is it for 
this,” she cried, “ I have thus loved ; — 
for this I have thus adored the flintiest of 
human hearts ? to see him fly me from the 
bed of death ? Refuse to receive even ray 
parting sigh ? Make me over to a dissem- 
bling priest ?” 

Ellis, returning also, urged Mr. Nairdl^ • 
who stood aloof, stedfastly, yet quietly 
fixing his eyes upon his patient, to use 
his authority for checking this dangerous 
violence. 

Without moving, or lowering his voice, 
though Ellis spoke in a wisper, he drily an- 
swered, “ It is not very material.” 

“ How so ?” cried Ellis, extremely 
alarmed : “ What is it you mean. Sir ?” 

“ It cannot, now,*’ he replied, “ occa- 
sion much difference.” 

Ellis, shuddering, entreated him to make 
some speedy effort for her preservation. 
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He thoughtfully stroked his chin, but as 
Elinor seemed suddenly to attend to them, 
forbore making further reply. 

What have you been talking of 
together?” cried she impatiently. “ What 
is that man’s opinion of xny situation ? — - 
When may I have- done with you all ? 
Say ! When may I sleep and be at rest ? 
— When, when shall I. be no longer the 
only person in this supine world, awake ? 
He can sleep ! Har’eigh can sleep, while 
'’he yet lives? — He, and all of you ! Death 
is not wanted to give repose to hearts of 
adamant !” 

Ellis, in a 'low voice, again applied to 
Mr. Naird ; but Elinor, watchful and sus- 
picious, insisted upon hearing the subject 
of their discour.se. 

Mr. Naird, advancing to the bed-side, 
said. “ Is there any thing }ou wish, my 
good lady ? Toll me if there is any 
jrinng we can do, that will procure you 
pleasut4ll” 

In vain Ellis endeavoured to give him 
an hint, that such a question might lead 
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her to surmise her danger : the perceptions 
of Elinor were too quick to allow time 
for retraction or after precaution : the 
deepest damask flushed her pallid cheeks ; 
her eyes became wildly dazzling, and she 
impetuously exclaimed, “ The time, then, 
is come ! The struggle is over ! — and I 
shall quaff no more this HIbauseous draught 
of life * ?’ ” 

She clasped her hands in an extacy, 
and vehemently added, “ When— when 
— tell me if possible to a moment ! when 
eternal stillness may quiet this throbbing 
breast ? — when I may bid a final, glad 
adieu to this detestable world, to all its 
servile customs, and all its despicable in^ 
habitants ? — Why do you not speak ? — ^^Be 
brief, be brief!” 

Mr. Naird, slowly approaching her, si- 
lently felt her pulse. 

** Away with this burlesque dumb 
shew!” cried she, indignantly. ** No 
more of these farcical formsUNpeak ! 


* Dryden. 
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When may your siy:cessor close these pro- 
fessional mockeries ? fit only for weak pa- 
tients who fear your sentence : to me, who 
boldly, eagerly demand it, speak reason and 
truth. When may I become as insensible 
as Harleigh ? — Colder, death itself has not 
power to make me 

Again he felt Her pulse, and, while her 
eyes, with fiery impatience, called for a 
prompt decision, hesitatingly pronounced, 
that if she had any thing to settle, she 
could not be too expeditious. 

Her countenance, her tone, her whole 
appearance underwent, now, a sudden 
change ; and she seemed as powerfully 
struck as if the decree which so earnestly 
she had sought, had been internally un- 
expected. She sustained herself, never- 
theless, with firmness ; thanked him, 
though in a low and husky voice, for his 
sincerity ; and crossing her arms, and 
sh.utting_ her eyes, to obviate any dis- 
iractioiflllo her ideas by surrounding 
objects, delit^rcd herself up to rapt 
mSeditation ^ becoming, in a moment, as 
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calm, and nearly as gestle, as if a stranger 
by nature to violent passions, or even to 
strong feelings. 

An impression so potent, made by the 
no longer doubted, and quick approxima- 
tion of that Death, which, in the vigour 
and pride of Life, and Health, she had 
so passionately invoked, forcibly and 
fearfully affected Ellis ; who uttered a 
secret prayer, that her own preparations 
for an event, which though the most in- 
dispensably common, could never cease 
to be the most universally tremendous 
of mortality, might be frequent enough, 
and cheerful enough, to take off horrour 
from its approach, without substituting pre- 
sumption. 

After a long pause, Elinor opened her 
eyes ; and, in a subdued voice and manner, 
that seemed to stifle a struggling sigh, 
softly said, “ There is no time, then, it 
seems, to lose ? My short race is already 
run, — yet already has been tro long! 
O Harleigh ! had I been able 'to touch your 
heart! — ” 
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Tears gurbed inu» her eyes : she dis- 
persed them hastily with her fingers ; and, 
looking around her with an air of inquie- 
tude and shame, said, with studied com- 
posure, “ You have kindly, Mr. Naird, 
offered me your services. I thankfully 
accept them. Pursue and find, without 
delay, Mr. Harleigh ; repeat to him what 
you have just pronounced, and tell him 

” She blushed deeply, sighed; 

checked herself, and mildly went on, 
“ This is no season for pride ! Tell him 
my situation, and that I beg, I entreat, 
I conjure, I evert implore him to let me 
once more — ” Again she stopr, almost 
choaked with repressed emotions ; but 
presently, with a calmer accent, added, 
“ Say to him, he will not merely soften, 
but delight my last moments, in being then 
the sole object I shall behold, as, from 
the instant that 1 first saw him, he has 
be^ i^^only one who has engaged my 
thnnig^t* — the imperious, constant master 
0my mind !** 
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Mr. Nail'd respectftilly accepted the 
commission ; demanding only, in return, 
that she would first j>ermit him once more 
to dress her wound. 'I'his she opposed ; 
though so faintly, that it was evident 
that she was more averse to being 
thought cowardly, or inconsistent, than 
to stopping the quicker progress of disso- 
lution. When Mr. Naird, therefore, re- 
presented, that it was sending him upon 
a fruitless errand, if she meant to bleed 
to death in his absence, she complied. 
He then enjoined her to be quiet, and went 
forth. 

With the most perfect stillness she 
awaited his return ; neither speaking nor 
moving ; and holding her watch in her 
hand, upon which she fixed her eyes with- 
out intermission ; except to observe, from 
time to time, whether Ellis were in sight. 

When he re-appeared, sl^ changed co- 
lour, and covered her face with he|j| hand ; 
but, soon removing it, and shewing a 
steady countenance, she raised her head. 
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When, however, ?he perceived that he 
was alone : and, after looking vainly to- 
wards the door, found that no one followed, 
she tremulously said, “ Will he not, then, 
come ?” • 

Mr. Naird answered, that it had not been 
possible to overtake him ; a note, however, 
had been left at his lodgings, containing 
an earnest request, that a daily written 
account of the patient, till the danger 
should be over, might be forwarded to 
Cavendish Square j where it w'ould certainly 
had, or whence it would follow him with 
the utmost expedition. 

Elinor now looked almost petrified. 
“ Danger !” she repeated : “ He knows 
me, then, to be in danger, — yet flies me ! 
And for Him I have lived j — and for Him 
Idiel” 

■j'his reflexion destroyed all her com- 
posvipi^ and every strong passion, every 
r|i|p||jlcpt cfnotion, resumed its empire 
llBVer her mind. She commanded Mr. 
Naird from the room, forced Golding to 
dress her, and ordered a chaise and four 
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horses immediately to the door. She 
was desperate, she Said, and careless 
alike of appearances and of consequences. 
She would seek Harleigh herself. His icy 
heart, with all its apathy, recoiled from 
the sound of her last groan ; but she 
would not spare him that little pain, since 
its infliction was all that could make the 
end of her career less intolerable than its 
progress. 

She was just ready, when Mrs. Maple, 
called up by Mr. Naird, to dissuade her 
niece from this enterprizo, would have re- 
presented the impropriety of the intended 
measure. But Elinor protested that she 
had finally taken leave of all fatiguing 
formalities ; and refused even to open the 
chamber-door. 

She could not, however, save herself 
from hearing a warm debate between 
MfvS. Maple and Mr. Naird, in which the 
following words caught her (<^s : “ Shock- 
ing, Madam, or not, it is iml^ensablc, 
if go she will, that you should accom- 
pany her; for the motion of a carriage 
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in her pre^t inflamed, yet enfeebled state, 
may shorten the t'^rm of your solicitude 
from a few days to a few hours. 1 am 
sorry to pronounce such a sentence ; but as 
1 And myself perfectly useless, I think it 
right to put you upon your guard, before 1 
take my leave.” 

Elinor changed colour, ceased her pre« 
parations, and sunk upon the bed. Pre- 
sently, however, she arose, and commanded 
Golding to call Mr. Naird. 

** I solemnly claim from you, Mr.Naird,” 
she cried, “ the same undisguised sincerity 
that you have just practised with Mrs. 
Maple.” Then, fixing her eyes upon his 
face, with investigating severity, “ Tell me,** 
she continued, “ in one word, w'hcther you 
think I have strength yet left to reach 
Cavendish Square ?” 

If you go in a litter. Madam, and take 
a week to make the Journey — ” 

“ A week ? — I would arrive there in a 
few hours ' -“Is that impossible?’* 

“ To arrive ? — no ; to arrive is *er- 
^inly — not impossible.** 

3 
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“ Dead, yuu perhaps mean ? — To 
arrive dead is not impossible f -j- Speak 
clearly !” 

“ A medical man. Madam, lives in a 
constant round of perplexity ; for either 
he must risk killing his patients by tdll- 
ing them unpleasant truths ; or letting 
them kill themselves by nourishing false 
hopes.” 

“ 'I'ake some other time for bewailing 
your own difficulties, Sir! and speak to 
the point, without that hateful official 
cant.” 

“ Well, Madam, if nothing but rough 
honesty will satisfy you, bear it, at lea.'.tj 
with fortitude. The motion of a car- 
riage is so likely to open your wound, 
that, in all probability, before you 
could gain Cuckfield — or Riegate, ai 
furthest, — ” 

He stopt. Elinor finished for him; 
“ I should be no more ? 

He was silent. 

I thank you. Sir I” she cri^d, in s 
firm voice, though with livid cheeks 
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** And pray, how long, — supposing I 
do jiisir, and only, what you bid me, — 
how long do yoji think it likely I should 
linger ?” 

** O, some ■'daySi'’'T' ha^e‘ no’ 'doubt. 
Perhaps a we^k.'^ ■ ■ 

Th^ ito^hh, libwj again'' Trindled in her 
disordered mind “ How I- she C#icd, 
“ have r^dtitte all this, — dared, risked, 
braved all- 'things human, — and not 
human, — to die, at last, a common 
death ? — to expire, in a fruitless journey, 
tdt^^iisffcknowledged, and unofftred sacri- 
fice?.-— 'or ■ td' lie- d’o^'n’ Tamely id'hiy bed, 
tifi r aUi e^ihCt by ordinary dissolu- 
tion ? — ” 

Wringh^ then her hands, with mingled 
anguish and' resentment, “ IMr. Naird,” 
sheitried, if you have the smallest 

real skill ; the most trivial knowledge or 
caJjjerieii' e in your profession ; bind up 
mj' ' wound so -as td give me strength to 
speed to hjirt^. and then, though the lamp 
of life inould be instantly extinguished ; 
'though/ the same moment that bless 

i6 
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annihilate me, I shall be content — O 
more than content ! I shall expire with 
transport 1” ' ’ 

Mr. Naird making no reply, she went 
on yet more impetuously : “ Oh snatch 
me,” she cried, snatch me from the des- 
picable fate that threatens meJ — With 
energies so pure, with affections so genuine, 
with feelings so unadulterated, as mine, let 
me not be swept from the earth, with the 
undistinguished herd of common broken- 
hearted, broken- spirited, lovc'sick fanatics ! 
Let me but once more join Harleigh 1 once 
more see that countenance which is life, 
light, and joy to my soul! hear, once 
more, that voice which charms all my 
senses, which ^thrills every nerve! — and 
then, that parting breath which rapturously 
utters, Harleigh, 1 come to die in behold- 
ing thee 1 shall bless you, tooS[ as my pre- 
server, and bid him sh^e with you all 
that Elinor has to bcqucathTiai 

She uttered this with a j^idity and 
agitatjpn that nearly exhausted Vber rem- 
nant stfength ; and, tamed by feeling her, 
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'depoidaDce upon medical skill, she listened 
fMttiendy <to the counsels and proportions 
'of Mr. Naird i in consequence of which, 
an express was sent n> Harleigh, explain- 
ing her atuation, her inability to be re- 
moved, her request to see him, and her 
immediate danger, if not kept quiet both 
in body and mind. 

This done, satisfied that Harleigh could 
not read such a letter without hastening 
bade, she agreed to all the prescriptions 
that were proposed} and even suffered a 
|diyucian to be called to the assistance of 
Mr. Naird, in- her fear lest, if Harleigh 
ahoold not be found in Cavendish Square, 
she might expire, before the sole instant 
for which she desired eitb^ to live or to 
die, should arrive. 
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